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HISTORY OF BLACK HALL ROAD & GOBOROUGH ROAD, EPSOM, N.H.

Told by Benjamin Marden Towleand written by Hattie Dudley.
Revised by Carleton Towle Rand in nineteen forty-five.
Original October 1936.

Black Hall Road, called in someold deeds Road toAllenstown.

Mr. Henry Sanbornisresponsiblefor the statement that charcoa wasburned on thisroad and hauled to
market by the citizenswhowerecalled * black haulers .
Hencetheroad was called Black Hall (Haul) Road.

The Freewill Baptist Parsonage stands at thejunction of the
turnpike and Black Hall Road —on thewest side of Black
Hall Road. Present Minister Ralph E. Osborne.

The Prescott Bridge— Tradlition saysthat the
bridge was so named because aman named
Prescott drowned himsdlf inthe Little Suncook
River, inthe meadow below thebridge. It was
formerly arattle-trap wooden bridge, quite
likely to bedamaged by spring freshets
annually —and repaired by the efforts of
citizens

House owned by the heirsof Nathan Goss, |eft side of theroad as one goestoward Short Falls, was built
by William Goss.

Silk Mill = Thishouseand the next occupied by Robert Zinn asadwelling weremoved from the other side
of theriver wherethey formed one house known asthe*Long House” onthe Dickey place. Thiswasonthe
present Route 28. It stood beyond the house built by Freeman Marden and wason the sameside. PHOTO
- below the Nathan Goss house on the | ft, then the two housesformerly the® Long House” .




Onthewest sde, practically oppositethe Zinn plant, are
II j three houses owned by Blanche Lane, Henry Stevensand
|

& | +1 ErnestR.Marden. Thesethree houseswerebuilt by

- I +  CharlesSumner Hall. (shownininsert photo on theleft)
ECLUNGRTR

Ontheeast side next comesthe house owned by the heirs
of William McKenzie. Thiswasowned and occupied by
JamesM. Clark inmy childhood. Jim Clark was somewhat
of acharacter, rather famousfor hisdirt and shiftlessness.
Alwayswent barefoot and seldom washed hisfeet. Helost
apart of hishandinaplaner at William Tripp’smill and delighted in showing the stump to everyone. Said
machinery wasa" cussto the country.”

Thehousewas built or remodel ed by Robinson, think it was Black Smith shop, moved there and fixed up
and that my father and James Burnham did the work. Robinson moved to Pembroke.

Thehouse (photo right) occupied by William Burnham
wasformerly occupied and owned by “ Squire” Ham.
My father married ElizaHam for hisfirst wifeandlived
therewiththeHam's. Deedsindicatethat SquireHam
(William) first conveyed haf the property to himand
later therest. My father lived therebeforemoving up
thehill totheTowleplace. | think my father must have
sold the place to James Burnham who lived and died
there.

House of Benjamin Marden Towle(left photo). | builtthis
housefifty yearsago. Construction wasbeguninthefall
of 1886 and the house wasfinished inthewinter and we
movedintoit asearly asFebruary. Theland was bought
from James Burnham, acorner of hisfield.

Onthehill east of Black Hall Road werethreefarms, the
Wallace place, afterwardsthe Clark place, was occupied
by Abram Wallace, whoisburiedintheold cemetery in
thefield. My father bought the placefrom the Clarksand
sold the house, which wasmoved to Gossville.

My grandfather Benjamin Marden Towlebuilt the
Towlehouse (right photo), now owned by the heirsof
Herbert Colby. Theorigina Towlehousewasinthe
field east of the present house, ontheside of thefield
toward land now owned by Eugene Philbrick. Only
the cellar holeand thewell remain. Simeon Towleand
hiswife Elizabeth (Marden) Towlecameherefrom
Rye. Hewas my grest-grandfather. His parents,
Jonathan Towleand Elizabeth (Jenness) Towledied
there.
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Thefarm now owned by Eugene Philbrick was owned by Solomon Marden, brother of Elizabeth (Marden)
Towle. Later iswasthe Brownfarm. A family named Urannlived there. Inmy childhood, Daniel Philbrick
owned and occupiedit. CharlesLeighton and Jane (Bickford) Leighton, hiswife, also lived there.

CharlesL eighton sold the placeto James Eugene Philbrick.

The Cape Cod cottage on Black Hall Road next to Benjamin Towl€ sbuilding, wasbuiltin 1938 by Mr.
AndMrs. Clifford Osborne. The land was deeded to them by Mr. Towle, Mrs. Dorothy (Towle Rand)
being hisgranddaughter.

The house now occupied by Karl Fowler Rand was bought by Simeon Towle, brother to Benjamin Marden
Towle, my grandfather, from aman named Dyer. Simeon Towleand Hannah (Yeaton) Towleraised alarge
family there, and CharlesWilliam Towleand Emeline Towle, son and daughter of Simeon and Hannah, lived
thereafter them. Charlesmarried after hissister’ sdesath, later becoming despondent over hisfinancial
affairs, hecommitted suicideby hanginginthebarn.

Theheir’ srightswere sold at auction, subject to thewidow’sdower rightsand | bought them. Later |
bought out thewidow. The housewas originally Cape Cod cottagetype, and Charlesbuilt atwo-story €ll.
Back of thefront hall wasacloset with adoor which fitted miserably into the wooden partition. The upper
part of the main house was unfinished and wastheloom room.

Ontheeast side of Black Hall Road standsthe house occupied by James Osborne. Thishousewasbuilt by
my grandfather Benjamin Marden Towlefor hissister Pernaor ParnaTowle. Shedeeded it back to him.
Benjamin Towle, my father, sold the placeto Daniel Ayers, it went into possession of Warren Yeaton,
probably by mortgage. Addison Davisoncelived there, also afamily named Pinney. Mrs. JamesFisk
bought it of the Yeaton heirsand gaveit to Kidder Fisk who lived therefor awhileand sold it to Rudol f
Zinn. Zinnremodel ed the house and sold it to Osborne.

The Cape Cod cottage on Black Hall Road opposite the Osborne’ swas built by Paul Brusguini. Theland
wasdeeded by thelate Benjamin M. Towle.

The houseformerly used asthe Epsom Poor House stands on the west side of theroad. It isnow owned by
Minot Yeaton and has of |ate years been rented.



F. Asfar back as| canremember JamesYeaton lived
fy inthishouseand hisfirst wifedied there. James
' Yeaton sold thefarm to hisbrother Danidl, father of
— * 1 Minot. Both Jamesand Daniel were sonsof
ﬁ‘;}—-'{ﬁ “Uncle’ Jack Yeaton. (house shown | ft)
! I 3 gt Li l Itissaid that thishousewasbuilt by aTowleand
[rl u Lo - W JamesB. Towlewasburiedin afamily graveyard

buried. (note: Joseph Towle buried in Poor Farm
cemtery) The placewasknown previousto itsuse
asapoor houseasthe Esg. Hersey place. It was
bought soon after 1848 and was used as a poor
farmuntil about 1865 (Hist of Merrimack Co.)

Ii EE}‘: ” L next to the small yard where the town poor were

Albert G Ordway livesinthevery old housewhere
Solomon Yeaton formerly lived (shownright). After the
death of Mrs. Solomon Yeaton, the placewas sold to
Ordway. Thisisprobably avery early Yeaton homestead.

Onthesameside (East) isarather morerecent house built
by Israel Garfield and now occupied by Wilfred Osborne.
Israel sold the houseto afamily by the nameof Tolman
which contained at |east six children. Tolman lived therefor
awhilethen sold the houseto James B. Osborne. Wilfred
Oshorne, son of James Oshorne, livesthere now.

Onthewest side next comesthe Ben Bickford house. | can remember four generationsthere, Old Ben,
Young Ben, Joe and Joe’'sson who wasborn there. | have heard that thiswasan old tavern.

Onthewest side, up alane, isthe house occupied by Fred Yeaton. Thisisthe*Uncle Jack” Yeaton place
wherehelivedinvery earliest daysand where hisson Will lived. Fred isUncle Jack’ sgrandson.

Just beyond the Ben Bickford houseisacdllar holewhere® Bill Brooks’ lived. | remember going therewith
father when achild died. It wastaken down and moved. Theell standsat Gossville. It wasmoved out there
and Billy Bennett livedinit. Thiswas probably aYeston house.

OntheWest side of Black Hall Road between the Ben Bickford place and the Jim C. Yeaton place, wasthe
Hopely Yeaton place, Inmy early days Samuel Tom Bickford lived there. Whilethe Rall Road wasbeing
built, horses used on thework were kept in the barn of this place and the barn took fire and was burned
withal thehorses.

Thishouse was sold and torn down. William Gossbought it intending to usethe timbersfor ahouse nearer
Gossville, but found it so poor hedid not useit.

Onthewest side next comesthe house of thelate Samuel Yeaton. Thiswasbuilt by Jim C. Yeaton. Helived
thereand wasfollowed by hisson Samuel. The placeisnow occupied by Sam’swidow and hissister
Lizze
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(Ieft the James C. Yeaton house
with heand hisfamily, including
wifeHannah Drake Towle
Yegton)

Thehouse oppositewastheold
place. It was unoccupied and
deserted for many years, until
repaired and renovated. Maurice
Yesaton, son of Samud, lives
there. Ontheeast sdealittleto
thenorth of the house stood the
old cider mill wheremuch cider
wasmade.

Next onthe East side of theroad isanew house built by Winthrop Fife, aWorld War 11 veteran. Thishouse
isbuiltinaSpurlin pasture.

The*JmBrown” house (above) isontheleft or east side of theroad. It was sold to John Spurlin. Later it
cameinto the hands of an Italian named Santa Paula, who now livesthere. Theland now used asagolf
coursewaspart of the Jm Brown farm.

Anold houseformerly stood beyond the Jim Brown house, which was called the Spurlin house. Thishas
been unoccupied and abandoned ever sincel can remember.

The house now occupied by L eonard Batchelder wasthe John Spurlin house, probably built by him. Thisis
onthe east side of theroad.
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The Stewart houseisnow occupied by Mrs.George Batchelder who was Nettie Stewart and was|ater sold
by theheirsto Langdon 1. Garrison.

Short Fallsused to be called Jenness Corner. A large ol d-

fashioned house stood onthewest side at the corner very near the i
present store occupied by Oliver Lombard. Jim Tennant bought |
thisold house and converted it into astore. Later hebuilt the ¥

O
present store building. (both buildingsshown at right) m r“ﬁ
Walter Tripp’'shousewas moved from the Fowler district and put m ==

upinthesameshapeasoriginally. m oy

Goborough (Goboro) Road

Anold deed in my possession which seemsto befor thetriangular piece of land inthefork of theroad
where Goborough Road separatesfrom the turnpike, speaks of thisroad asthe Gilmanton Road. | have
awaysheard it called Goborough Road.

Thehouseinthefork of the road now occupied by aMr. Kyleand Mrs. Chase wasthe home of Andrew
Silver. The housewas moved there (1 do not know fromwhere) and put up by William Gossfor hisson
Johnwho started the storewhichisnow operated by Silver and Young.

Thebuildingwasformerly acarriage shop or whedwrights. Jm
L, McGuireworked there. It was madeinto astore and after the upper
€. =2 part wasfinished off for the Grand Army Hall (Gossvillestore, left)

Bl
i !m' - :'-

Thelargetwo family house oppositewas
originally the Clark house on thefarm bought
by my father. William Gossbought the Clark
houseand moveditto Gossville. It wasfirst
used asacarriage and paint shop. Later it
wasmadeinto adwelling house. Jonathan
Marden once owned it and built ontheell.
(right) Theblacksmith hasusually lived there.
The blacksmith shop formerly stood near where the Public Library now stands. It wasmoved to its present
position by William Goss. (below Moses Burnham and the blacksmith shop)

TheWater Tank House wasbuilt by the Rail Road and housed large
quantitiesof wood for running thetrain. Wood was used in theengine.
The Marston housejust beyond was bought by the Rail Road.
Goborough Road then ran near the present railroad track. The Rail Road
Company built the carriage road on the backsi de of the Marston house.
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Thetrackswerein front and the Marston house was used as a station before the present station was built.

Towards Chichester from theold Clark house Billy Bennett
usedtolive (right) —Warren Steven’snow livesthere. Billy
Bennett bought the dll of the“Red House” on Black Hall Road
and movedit out to Gossville.

Next totheBilly Bennett houseisthe house now owned by
Bert Young. Thishousewasthe Gossplacein the Fowler .
Digtrict and formerly stood opposite the house of William -_—— Grussiiin W
Fowler. William Gossmoved it out to Gossvilleand set it up.

House owned by Mrs. Beckley, now Mrs.
Rand. Thiswasformerly thehomeof old Mrs.
Westcott (Stephen, | believe). It wasbuilt
and on to from an old shop. It isnow owned
by the heirsof MosesBurnham. Mr. Westcott
wasawhedwright.

North of the Westcott houseisthe house
where M oses Burnham lived, now occupied by
hisheirs. Morrill Bickford built thishousefor a
blacksmith named Twombly, aFrenchman
(Probably about’ 75 or ’ 76).

“Billy Burnham” bought it and lived and died there, hiswidow went to livewith her son Fred in Penacook.
Mosesbought it next | think.

Frank Hall, section bossfor thirty yearsor so built the house beyond Moses Burnham’son thesame side
andlived thereuntil hisdeath. Hiswifedtill livesthere.

Just beyond thishouse aroad turns eastward
and runsup to the Sherburne place. Mrs.
Lucy Sherburne, awidow, lived thereand
taught school in the old schoolhousewhich
stood wherethe present two room building
stands. Therewasapath downthro’ the
pasturewhich belonged to the Gossfarm (the
old Cilley place) now the hotel, through which
sheused to cometo school. Her younger son
Bert remained thereand Mrs. Sherburnelived
withhim.

Picnicsused to beheldinagroveknown as
Mrs. Sherburne’ swoods—her husband died
with consumption and she brought up her
threechildren, Lula, Horaceand Bert.
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A dtill older schoolhouseissaid to have stood on the east sidejust beyond theroad to the Sherburne place.
My father said he used to play in the swamp between the cemetery and therailroad and chased rabbits
there.

B Thenext house on the east side of Goborough Road isone built
| by Charles Palmer probably between forty and fifty yearsago.
(picturedisthe house prior to theone built by CharlesPaler,
later home of George Stevens)

Next wasthe housewhere“ Judge” Whitelived. Judge White
agreedto saw woodforthe _ buildingtherailroad asfast as
they could useit. Not quite surewhether he could or not. His
daughter married Sam Batchel der and the Batchelder’slived
there. Ed Batchelder later of Northwood renovated the house and kept it for someyears. Now occupied by
Thayer.

Just before the Judge White house wasthe Rufus Doe house. Rufus Doelived there and married Orson or
Orison Abbott’sdaughter and raised afamily there, Myraand Bert. Myramarried Charles Palmer and was
thereawhile. Later Bert lived there. It hasbeen
sold and isoccupied in the summer. (right photo)
Edgar Annishasbuilt amodern houseinthefield
back of the Rufus Doe place.

Next wasthe old Doe place now burned and a
new house hasbeen built by EImer Palmer.
Alexander Doe, sometimescalled “Old Do€e’
lived here—Tom Doelived thereand later
Charlesafter Alexander’sdesath.

Back of the Doe place was an orchard and the
placewasknown asthe L eighton place.

Alice Emersonlivesin an old shop beyond the Doe place. Thiswasnot therein earlier days. Isaac Hall lived
and died there. Hewas married to asister of Arthur Marston.

TheRiceRandisnext onthewest side of theroad. Rice Rand kept apair of oxen until therewere twenty-
fiveyearsold (moreor less). CharlesRand lived thereand died there. | do not know what relation hewas
to Rice. Thomas Carr bought the place, took down the old house and built anew one. The placeisnow
owned by Justin Stevensand son Henry.

Onthewest sidelived William Bickford. The houseisnow gone. It wasaCape Cod stylehouse. He
married Polly Rand and raised children. Hisson Henry, married OrillaL ocke and lived in Epsom.

Gorham Rand lived next on thewest side. He had troublewith hiswife caused, soit wassaid, by her
perpensity towavetothetrain asit went past. Aided By Lemuel Towle, shewent away leaving her child
Cora. Coragrew up therewith her father. For many years Gorham used to set pumpkinson the gate post
andlabel them*“Lem Towle.” Thisplace now owned by Etheridge.
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In the east side wasthe Sanborn place. Here Henry Sanborn known as* Forty foot” lived. “ Forty foot” was
so called because hewasvery short. Healwaysworeatall silk hat. Hemarried Shuah ___ probably Davis.
He bought the Andrew Hesath place and got involved and finally lost both placesto Carpenter (Charles
Carpenter).

TheAndrew Heath place on the east side of the road was occupied by Andrew Heath the elder and hisson
Andrew. Thefarm with the barn was sold to Sanborn, but the house wasreserved and Andrew Hesth the
elder remained there. Hisson Andrew died rather young leaving three children | think. Will C. Heath of
Manchester ishisson. | am not surewhether the younger Andrew went away beforehisdeath. Hisfamily
went to Manchester with hiswife’ sfamily | think. Hishousewas sold to George Henry Rand and | ater
burned.

The Sanborn’sfinished off aroom or two in the shed adjoining the barn and lived there somewhat. L ater the
Etheridgesbought this.

Onthesame sidewasan old housewhere“ Jm” McGuirelived and the Marston’soncelived there. George
Henry Rand acquired thisand it burned.

- Ontheleft (west) wasthe home of George Henry Rand (pictured). Thisnow belongsto
i an Etheridge.

g" Thelngallsplace hasbeen livedin by varioustransient people and has stood empty a
good part of thetime.

Theold Lemue Towleplaceisowned by Mrs. Mabel Bartlett. Lemuel Towlelived here
succeeded by Georgewho went to the Klondike and never returned. Hisfamily lived on at the homestead.

Thehousewhere Mark Wood livedis partly in Epsom and partly in Chichester. Thishouse hasbeen
renovated and isoccupied by aman named Gammage who married George Henry Rand’ sdaughter.

MOUNTAIN ROAD

TheMountain Road starts on the road to Epsom Center at the McCoy
tablet and comes out by way of the Swamp Road at New Rye. Thefirst
houseisthat of HollisHall. The old house wasthe home of CharlesHenry
Hall, father of HollisHall.(right)

Oneroad beyond goesto the old Andrew Hall place and the old Babb
place. TheAndrew Hall placeisstill standing.

The other road goes on by the old house once occupied by Ozum Dowst,
now owned by AnnieHill.

Ozum and Martha, hiswife, wereapeculiar couple. They used to come
out to the store waking with Ozum some twenty feet ahead. Marthawas
unableto speak above awhisper for many years, but finally recovered her
voce. Thereare no more housesuntil you reachAnson Cass's.

Toreach the old Dearborn M oses place you go through Anson Cass's
dooryard. Thiswasformerly Henry Cass's.

Theold Moseshouseisgoneand anew one built where Ral ph Casslives.
Ralph Casshasapoultry farm.
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(Above, the Casshome)

Tl TheTarlton place(shownleft) wasnear
1: . theCassplace. The house hasbeen burned
&Y. andanother built. Severa peoplehavelived
4 there,

Calvin Dowst lived onthe M ountain Road.
AlsoMary and MarthaLibbey. Calvin
married Mary and moved up with the
Libbey’s. Marthawasvery masculineand
hasinlater lifevery much bent fromdoing
hard work. (shown below)




