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Thewre has never been a omprehensie higory written about eligion in Epom, nor is thez a
complete higory of the bwn. It would, bdore delving imo the higory of the old me&nghouse, be
helpful to know wha resources ae available and the soures usel to gather information about the
subject.

The arliest article about eligion in Epom was by Jonghan Curtis and pdates the brming of the
Free Wl Bapiist Socigy. The originalecords of the Congrgational Chuch and mag of its laer
records ae housel a the NH Historical Assocition in Conord, parts of which vere laer
transcrbed by Prisdia Hammond in the & 1940, but maiy of the lder records Dllowing Tcke’s
pastorate have yet to be transcrbed. Thee are a £w vital records fom Rev. Haeltine, who
followed Tuclke, in the bwn boolks & the NH Achiwves, but a geat many of his ecords remain
missing. Jorthan Curtis, akkady mertioned, followed Haeltine, and during his Congggtional
pastorate the Fee Wl Bagists oiganizd here in Egom.

John H. Dolbeeramnpiled the mos complete higory to dae prior to 1900, John Mark Mosdalid a
brief higory of the erly chuch dter 1900, but dos not include thedrming of the Fee WII
Chuch. Thee sermons wre given in 1899 k Rev. John Wodbury Sciibner on the B" anniwersary
of the Bapist Church and an article on the méaghouse and chuwh was done in 196 on the
100" anniwersary of the buiding of the chuch by Rev. Donald E. Mammber Both Maomber and
Scrbner relied on iformation from Dolbeer and Mose Thg also vere able b view records of the
minutes of the Fee WII Bagist Sociay, of which two of the thiee bools hare made it to the
Epsom Hstorical Associgon’s achives. Minues for the years 186 to 1891 emain missingand
probably ontain information that could add to our knavledge of the hisory of the buiding, but
for now we have only tha information that Scrbner and Maomber supplid. Fnally thee are the
diaries of Rv. Moses A Quimly, which supplis irteresting information as he vas the mstor a the
time the meainghouse vas bult. He also povided additional higorical information alluded to by
Macomber, the original whichemains among the missing. | should alsoenibiat the writings of
Geoge H. ¥aton piovided laer insigh into some of the leer improvemerts male to the
structure.

The hisory of the gructure is elevant to us nav since the buding was sared and maved to its
new location, thanks o herculean dforts of a éw and ontributions of ma. Its future use and
completion are gill pending. Vith all tha being said, this is wha&an be a&cerained about the
history of the Fee Wl Bapist Meetinghouse.

The Fee Wl Bagist meetinghouse vas buit in 186L, and vas the se@enth medinghouse but in
Epsom. Peviously on Ceter HIl was the fist meetinghouse of X33, then it replacemenin 1764.
The Congrgational Socigy built one on Ceter Hll in 181 and in 188 buit a nev one a Slab City
The Bafists buit the first meetinghouse of of Egom Ceter in 1834, and the nely formed
Chrigian Soci¢y at New Rye dedicated their new building in Segember of 18@. On Chrignas Dy



1861, the Fee Wl Bapist’s daldicated the replacemem of the 1834 chuch with the one v know
today, a sant three morths dter the Chrifan Socity openal the doos to their bulding,
replacing the use of the old Alleiosvn Meeinghouse.

Hrst some backgrund. Acording o the FREEARTIS CECIORAEDIA 189, Rv. Arthur Caerno
“was born in Safford (then Barringpn), N. H., Apfi6, 1801. When senteen years of ag he
became a Chrigan, [and] dter a serere druggle with unbeli¢ ocasional by deep onviction of
sin, he vas bapized by Rev. Enoch Place, Oct. 11, 1818. terded Gimanton Aadenmy six
months, and &erwards gudied in the aademy a& Newfield’s vilage in Nevmarket. He ohained
what was, in those dgs, an ecellert academic elucation and augh school succefully in \arious
places. He yieldd more cheerfully than mayto the all to preach, and begn & the age of
nineteen. Aug.23, 1B, & the age of twenty-one, he vas licensd by the Nev Durham Q. M. He
was odained June Z, 183, in an oak gve on his &ther’'s homestead by a @unci consiging of
Rev’'s Samuel B. By, Moses Ban, Daid Harriman, Enoch Place andli&m Buzell. He vas
married December 23da Mrs. Olie H. Bss of Stafford. The ngt year he augh school in Epom.
Rev. D P Clley and two other minigers were mnverted during this time&. The Egom Fee Wi
Baptist Socig¢y was established July 1, 184, and the evival during the fist year, was extensiwe and
he remainal pastor urtil the autumn of 187. He vas succeded by the Rev. Jams McCutheon,
who remainel in town assiging through sereral pastorates. During the gar 1834, Elder Benjamin
Manson ame davn from Meredith for an extended and highly suca=ful revival. It was this yar
that the first meetinghouse vas bult. The Sociy had previously held metings bdéween the
Certer Hll Schoolhouse and the mieghouse aarss the geet. In addition, some megngs were
held in Maden’s barn, the s& where Dun@an Donuts curently sands &the Egom Cicle. Thee
has been no dee or information as to how the sie for the nev chuich was acquied, but it is
assumeal permission \as given by Col. Daniel ey, who avned the pioperty, and it was his son,
Daniel Plumer @ey, who was @nverted by the Rv. Caerno. Seeral pastors followed Manson, all
preaching in the 1834 mémghouse, but discussions abous ieplacemem did not begin util the
arrival of the Rv. Moses Quimly in 18%), the original metnghouse being only 16egrs old.

Left: Only known portrait of the original 1834 meetinghouse. Right: the original meeting house as
the second stgrover what was later the Gossvill®fe and used as the GAR Hall.



Rev. Moses A Quimtly first preachel in the fist Bagist meetiinghouse on Seember 9" 1850, and
was disouraged, as due b the weather, only a éw people vere in dtendance, and in his diarfor
that day descrbed the bulding @ an bld ill-congructed thing, hardly fit to worship in” In addition
to his peaching thafirst year, he also augh in the Fowler Didrict School. WHe here in his fist
pastorate, he was marrial in Conord on Augus 1, 182 hy the FRev. Daniel PClley, to Naomi
Leavitt of Pitsfield, the daugker of Sephen Lavitt and Sally Morris. During the wer they
boarded & the home of Jontnan Aver Knowles, who himself \as preparing br the minigry. May
1% of 1833 they be@n housekeping & the home of John \llace. On Augus™ John Véllace
married his seond wife (his fist wife having @ssel avay the same dathe Quimly’s were
married) and meoed into the home of Albon WRerkins urtil “the Soci¢y completes the
parsona@.’ As a side nag, it is ineresting that the medinghouse nav sits baween the Albon
Perkins house, n@ Capole & Ken Bown's, and the John ®#lace house on theotner of Nev
Orchad Poad and Rute 4, both arly residence of Rv. Moses Quimly and his wig Naomi.
December 1, dill 1833, they moved into the nev parsonag house, and his digrertry is &
follows:

“Moved into the nev Parsonag. During the sason past the Soci¢y sold the old Brsonag & the
Short Rlls and boughhere near the Meding house, and hz fitted up a ery comfortable and
conveniert house, and w feel quie & home since w hae a place of permanency teside in.
Before the Rarsona@ was some tvo miles from the place of wrship, and nwv it is only adw rods.
Bvery socigy ougtt to have a @rsonag for their miniger; for who wants to be masing flom place
to place @ery few morths? And then it is dgrable © have it near the meeing house wheg it is
possble”
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The parsonage aa 1919.



Though the Soctg had a @rsonag somevhere & Short Rlls, ap@rently it was not usel by the
Quimby’s. The Fee Wl Soci¢y bough about an ace of land fom Wlliam P Clley in March of
1853, the land being st of the chuch and aapss Black Halldad and on the orner of Rute 4.
Across the greet was the home andtere of Aaon Esabrook, originally fom Conord. In Apri of
1853, acording © a deal from Esabrook to Thoma Tipp, ‘a certin bulding atached to my
dwelling house in said Epm @mmonly deignded as the $ore part, thereof, being thirty &et in
lengh by twenty feet in width, two gories in heigh, to be emoved a the pleasure of a ommittee
chosen ly the free Bajist socidy in said bwn for that purpose. The land as puichased for
$100.00 and the biding r an alditional $90.00. Scliner giwes the overall buiding of the
parsona@ a $800.00.

The Nev Hampshire Division of Ktorical Resources descrbes the mrsonag ‘of Gieek Rvival
styles, ganding 2 Y:teries high with a sidehall plan, alge end &cade orierted east facing the
Baptist Chuch. The wod framed dructure is suppored by a ganite foundation, flat board trim
around the windavs and etry, as well as wide orner boads. In the orner of the house and wing
is a 1 sory porch with scoll braclets and a ailing of squae balugers. The gisging wing eplacel a
smaller 1 Y2tery wing shavn in higoric phobgraphs. The phatgraphs also she a small arriage
barn onnectkd to the south end of the wing.

The @rsonag was enlaged with left-over money from the bulding of the seond medinghouse in
1861. Rev. Quimty bough additional land in 1858 behind the stig of the old megnghouse. Art
of this was laer sold b Nev England dlephone in 198. On Apti27, 1933, fie destroyed the barn,
and bally damagd the ell and main house. Insurce f@id for repairs, with the barn being
replacel with a grage. The prsonag was laer sold ito private hands in 1991, andtker bough
by the Sate and emoved for the widening of Bute 4. Some phats of the interior are available
through the Ubrary of Congess website.

Two photos fom the Libray of Congess Collection, one exterior view and one intermym.

Rev. Quimly and his wié Naomi hd two chidren born hee, Delia Augus8, 1854 and Alida, born
Augus 31, 18%. He Iét this pastorate in Egom in Apiiof 1858 ér West Lebanon, Maine, and



returned for a seond pastorate here in Egom @mmencing in Apliof 1860. He hatwo things on
his agnda, a evival and a ne/ house of wrship. Fundaising begn almos$ immediately and
during the &ll and winer raised over two thousand dolles toward erecting a n&v house of
worship. The buding @mmittee was appoited and the timber ér the frame was in eadiness br
use, with some wrkmen en@ged to do the work. In the gring things did not look s@forable &
there was some division in the chein & to the loation of the nev edifice, and the membeship
became avare of the bombing of &1t Sunter and the beginning of the diWWar. The decision as
made to loate the nev medinghouse on the samepst as the original, and it as descrbed this
way in FRev. Quimby’s diay ertry for May 16, 18@.:

“For a ew days the people hee been meing the old meenghouse - sod be able ¢ buid
another on the same st Bo. Wm. Goss habough and moved the house df we expect b
worship in it til the new house is empleted. Lat Lord’s day, the 12th, ve held our meéng in the
old house in theaad. The house is moon the got and the old si is clar of this encumhance. |
hope we shall succestin erecting our ontemplaed house ér God, but it look dark’

A geat deal of cedit for succas of the buding seemsd be gien William Goss, who as bapised
June B, 1848 and a member of the clulr. He vas clerk fom 184 to 1871 and Daon from 18%
to 1871. In his biogaphy in the Merrimack Couw higory it sas “In the buiding of the nev church
in Gossille, too much cedit cannot be gien Mr. Gossdr the enepy, perseverance and
persigence with which he dvocated and &siged the erterprise. When othes were disouraged
and ready to abandon the méer altogether, he ok the ledership and boe, for the time being
the burden himselfand arried it forward to completion.” He bough the old bulding and it vas
moved to some of his @perty which in whawas laer namel Gossille. Thishuilding ®st about
$2,200.00, acording o some chuech reoords, besides donded labor and meerial. Rv. Quimly, as
stated in his diay, s&s the chuch raised about two thousand dollas the pevious &ll and wirter.

Left: RevMosesA. Quimby; Center: Naomi Leavitt Quimby; Rightillan Goss



The buiding was moved by axen. When thg reachal the place whex Anna Smith no lives, the
church guck fast in mud and ould not be disloded. It was S&aurday night. The buiding was so
badly tipped that when the worshippes sd in the pevs on Sundamorning some beame sasick
because of the angletavhich they were tilted. The vork was @mmencael in the later part of May
and ompleted in DecemberBiother James B. Sinton of West Lebanon, Me. as the mater
workman and wn high eteem & a workman and managy. By June 21 the frame was up. The
services were dill held in the old buding, and ly Ocbber, several of the Sunda gatherings vere
being held in the Conggational Chuch. Bf November 3¢', Jams Santon, who vwas boading
with the Quimly’s, returned to West Lebanon, Maine, and during thenonth Rev. Quimly was
busiy getting fixtures for the neav house. On Decembef®&nd 7' the membes md to sell pavs,
at $50.00 each, and sold all but tae On Chrisnas Dg, 186L, the nev medinghouse vas
dedicated. As sated by the Reverend, “Two blessings, | soudtspecially & the hand of God when
this year ommencael: one the salation of souls, and the other sucggin buding a housedr God.
| have lived to see ny prayers ansvered in these two respects, in a vay that | doult not that the
Lod has been with med prosper his vork in ny feeble hands.The bllowing Sundg on the 29,
the first Sundy sewice was held, the fist communion seson on Januar5", 18&, on the 19th in
the meding house, Alied Kimball of Haerhill, Mass and Mia B. Chsley of Egom were marriel.
On Mach 16", Rev. Moses and Naomi Quimpblod their first born daugler to diphtheria — her
funeral on Mach the 18, was the fist in the nev house of wrship.

A deda was issud Januay 10", 18& to the Fee Bapist Socidy in said Epom ky Wiliam Goss. The
reason br the deal in unclar; if thee was no original deg from when the fist church was buit

in 1834, and since therwas an arangemern between Goss and the chehr to remove, keep and
move the old $ructure, it migh have been issue for the future security of the chwh. As
merntioned, the records Pr this period, overing 18@-1891 ae missingand wuld probably she
light on the reason. The dee, for the sum of fifeen dollas, gies the one half aerlot ‘on which

the new Fee Bapist Meeting house nav gands’ and ‘when said pmises shall case b be
occupial for a Meding house the same shabvert to the original avner'. Rerhaps it was really for
the security of Wliam Goss.

Thee is no dscrigtion of the irterior of the original 1834 memghouse, other than it beindi ffit
for a house of wrship by Rev. Moses Quimly, and the only depiction of it is aetkh of an arlier
depiction. As poor st was reported to be, it was gill deemeal good for use, @ William Goss
bought it, and it was laer raised and use as a meéing hall ty the laer Gand Arny of the
Republic, and belw it, wha was laer the Gosgille gore. It all $ill gands, and aparently there
are dill marks visble on the seond floor of is early use. The ng gructure buit in 186L cerginly
did not have the driking apparance it ha today. Thee are no pictues of it erlier than about
1895 tha are known, and the bet descrigtion of its first appearance is fom Rev. Macmmber, the
source unknavn. He sates tha there was no \estibule, ingead of the pesert certral door irto the
sanctuay, two doors led immaliately outdoors. Inside baveen the doos was a mised plaform
for the choir, high enoughd house the Sablth School brary undernath. The ongregation
turned around  face the choir when singing the/imns. A one time a melodeon as usel, then a



reed organ. The windars were plain and smaller than the ggert windows. The pa/s were white
with brown tops and minfully graight bacled, but one ould bring his wn cushion and a criek
for the fedt, if desired. A the front on either side \ere facing sets for the deacons, who vere
active in asiging the pastor with the alminigration of the chuch dfairs. Hat was furnishe by
large wood goves & the rear with funnels the lentty of the mom. Rerhaps the habit of sting as
near the rear as posdble was thereby promoted. The belfy and bell vere laer additions, with the
vestibule.

Rev. Moses A Quimly closel his seond pastorate on Mach 30, 188, having enjged the use of
the new building or about a yar and a halfHs first pastorate was se/en years and seen morths,
his seond for three years. Hee he sav the bulding of the @rsonag, the chuch, was married,
had two chidren, and losone. Though the nat several pastorates, impovemerts ontinued to
be male, though agin, with these ecords missingit is had to be eal accuate & 0 the exact
month and year tha these impovemerts were male. The teeple hal to be alded the same time
as the bell vas purchased, and would include the ddition of the \estibule. The fist clue & to
when this occured was in the wil of Mrs. Mery Bickdrd, widov of Thoma Bickérd, who Idt
$50.00 bwards the puchase of a bell in 186 In the ecord book which ommencel in 182, there
is dtacheal a lig, apparently re-written from the original sowe of those whodgree o pay the sum
offered to our name for the purpose of pying br a bell br the Feewill Bapist Chuch! Looking
carefully & the lig, mary of those on it pssel avay or died as early s 1&7, and the lisincluded
the aontribution of Mrs. Thoma Bickérd. Fnally, under impovemerts male to the chuch, the
Rev. Scrbner in his hitory, simply sates, ‘1868 The BelBBéween those thee souces, it would
appear tha the geeple, bell and estibule were added in 1868.

Those lised and the amouts they pledged includel the ollowing:

William Goss $2.00 Mrs. Thoma Bickérd $50.00
Mrs. Ruah Kerson $8.00 Samuel B. Maten $5.00
Charles R Burnham .B Mrs. May Geen $1.00
Miss Nancy @&en $2.00 S.M. Geen $5.00

JC. Burnham $5.00 Nahan Bickérd $5.00

Morrill D. Bickbrd $10.00 Alfred P Bickérd $5.00

David Marden $10.00 Mrs. Miriam Rbinson $1.00

Joseph L.®binson $1.00 Daniel ¥aton $5.00

JC. Hall $5.00 E.S. Dubn $3.00

Mrs. B.RDuton $2.00 Mrs. RB. Sandex $3.00

William T Sandes $5.00  Mrs. Sl Robinson $1.00

JS. Chsley $5.00 John Chsley $5.00

Geoge Bdchelder $5.00 Newell Bown $2.00

John Wllace $1.00 A.L. Lock $10.00

Geoge Sandes $5.00 Geoge Sandes Jr $5.00 _ , _
Jeemiah Fipp $2.00 Warren Fipp $1.00 The bell, installed ca 1868 in
Jeemiah Burnham $1.00  William Tipp $1.00 the steeple, shown prior to the
William Beclett $8.00  Samuel Bwler $5.00 moving of the meetinghouse.

Ephaim Lock $15.00 John ¥aton $10.00



Calvin Dwst $2.00 Jame C. ¥aton $2.00

Samuel Martin $2.00 Herbert Laejoy .50

Mrs. S. Bwler $1.00 Mrs. L. Bwler $1.00
Mary Kendall .25 Blanchad Fowler .5
M.B._ A Lbbey $3.00 Mrs. A Bdchelder $1.00
Daniel PLocle $10.00 James ‘¢aton $2.00
Daniel Bicldrd $1.00 Charles W Leighon $1.00

Slas B. Bickifrd $5.00 John Sperlin $1.00
Charles W Towle $1.00 Alono Wallace $2.00
Gorham Rand $2.00 Henry Haine $1.00

o A portion of one of the several stain
Solicied by John TCoterell

glass windows.

It was aleady menioned that for music arly on, the chueh relied on a melodeon, andter a eed
organ, pobably ery simlar to the one in the torical Associtons ®llection. Fom a nevspaper
article of 11, we knav an ogan was ingalled, the article ead “The Fee Wil Bapist Sociay of
Epsom hae holden two festivals br the purpose ofaising fundsad be appopriated in the
purchase of an ogan for their chuch. Thg were succedul from a pecuniay poirt of view.” The
organ indalled in 1&1 was a@in with Rev. Moses Quimly a the helm, & he eturned for a thid
pastorate in November of 18® to Januay of 1&2. Thee is no metion of it in his diay.
Throughout the eoords of medings br the chuch from 1891 6 1938 thee are several references
to where repairs and vork was done o the omgan. A a ecial medéing in Sepember of 1910, a
motion was male tha ‘a sum of mong not to exceed $130.00 be dawn from the Delia Maden
fund for the purchase of a n& organ’, and @ the annual meéng Ocbber 5, 190, a ommittee of
five, including the aganig, investigate organs and bring in aeport & a meding alled by the
Presidert. Members includel Mrs. Cas, Rv. Elwards, Doris $vens, Ms. Nuter and Ms. Bunkr.
At the next monthly meding the Ogan Commitee gave ‘a \ery fine and omplete report, and gve
in detall their visit to various place and their opinion of type of ogans. A ecommenddion was
preserted and accefed. The ogan was purchased and insalled, and ecords shav that over time,
the money was reinvested back imo the Delia Maden fund. The ®asurer’s report for Oct. 1, 183
to Oct. 1, 184, includel receids for gifts for remodeling the chwh for the ogan, with @ymerts
being male to E.E. Bartl for labor and meerial, and b Allie and Clance Bartlét for labor

In 1832 the Ldies Saving Cicle was establishel with Mrs. Arery, the wife of the @stor a the time
the first presidert, the Rev. Avery left and for the fourth and final time, Bv. Quimly returned from
April 1885 to Apri 1887. In 188, during the jpstorate of JB. Merrll, the \estry was added. The
cost was $30.00, vas dalicated December 21, 1B, and @id for by the Lalies Seving Cicle. The
original enrrance &cel to the south, and as laer moved facing the vest. The lat major chang
which giwes the chuch the look it ha today was the aldition of the memorial &in glas windavs.
Rev. Mammber tlls us thathe memorial windavs were indalled during the pstorate of the Rv.
J Woodbury Scibner in the 189, et there is no metion of them in the chuch records @vering
his mstorate. The windavs may have been a poject of an independenchurch @mmittee, or
perhaps the Ldies Seving Cicle, theefore not appearing in ay minutes or chuch record. Looking
at the windows, and the people thememorializ, we find tha the latest any of them diel, was



Left photo is a depiction of what the 1861 dfulooked like

when it was built. It is actually a photo of the dhat a later

date, and using photo touch-up, the steeple and vestry have been
removed. Right photo shows the Giurcirca 1895 with steeple
and vesty.



The eed ogan owned by the Historical
Association, psbably similar to one
used in the old meetinghouse.



Interior of the Epsom Fee Wl Baptist Chuch, fom the Epsom &vhan$ Club collection.



Dick Fambach, Glenna Ntgr, Havey
Harkness, Shayn Burnson, Bruce Gasham, Rnny Gaham, Charlieeaton, and PHieaton. Their &orts
raised enough mong to move the meeinghouse, but béore arything muld be maed, the town hal to
vote to own the bulding. A delerative session vas held in Janugrof 2007, and on Ebrualy 13" a ecial
town meding was held, with the déwn wvoting in fivor of the warrant article. The dee of demolition ha
been sé¢ by the nev owners of the poperty, Cumberland &ms, br March . The ommittee hal
arrangemerts in place, should the articleags, b move the bulding.At 5 a.m. on Sunda Februaly 25, jud
days bdore Cumberlandd&ms’ demolition dée, Poute 4 was close to traffic, utility lines were dropped,
and the 1®-ton, 42foot-wide bulding wolled along the &-foot-wide madway to its nev home It was a
beautiful wirter day, and the sié of the old meénghouse meing along Bute 4 © its nev home nar the
1850 town hall and the ne/ Public Lbrary was both memoable and setimental. Wth what money was
still available, a nev foundaion was male and on Oaber 18", the medinghouse vas put irto place.

The Land and Community Hexge Investment Program (LCHIP)awarded the Dwn a gant of $191,000 on
Ocftober 29, D07 to secue, preserve, and initide rehabiitation of the gructure. Fom these funds much
of the main estoration was begun which include the ldt side iepaired and flled in whee the \edry was
attachel and a windw framed to match the $ained glass windavs: the oof was repaired and shingld;
exterior siding vas repaired and @inted; lower level exterior was finishel to mach the upper lgel and
windows and doos were ingalled; support poss were indalled under the buiding; dainage work was
done aobund the bunddion; geps and deck wre condructed; sie work to congruct a handiap rmamp
was done; electrial pover was run undeground from the Old ®wn Hall; two furnaces with a popane
tank were indalled along with het regiders for the audibrium. Some of the monealso vent to an
architect and br the founddion. An aditional Moose Plge giant for $10,000 went toward the repair of
the gained glass windav in the fiont and the lat one on the righside. Thee windavs were vandalizd
prior to the town taking avnership. Potective orm windows were ingalled on these two windows with a
screen Pbr the one on the righside. The CHIP portion of the ark was @mpleted a the end of Mg 2009.
The buiding is §ll not usable beause thee are no bahrooms, vater or handiapped parking. As prt of
the LCHIP agremert, there is an Epom Hstoric Structues Sewardship Commitee se up to run 15 br
years. The membaehip of the ommittee o include the éllowing: no Ies than 5 memberand no moe
than 7 membes; terms of 1-5 gars; no moe than 2 alernates; to include &leag a member of the Friends
of the Medinghouse, a member of the Epm Hstorical Assocition, a member of the Egpom Lbrary
trustees, a citien familiar with higorical dructures or knavledge of Egom hisory, and a member of the
BOS or their ddgnee.



