THE MCCLARY FAMILY
OF EPSOM

A series of articles

The Life and Death of Major Andrew McClary
by Gilbert H. Knowles for the Epsom Historical Association

John McClary and his Descendants (including Michael McClary)
compiled by Gilbert H. Knowles

The McClary’s of Epsom
by Warren Tripp from the ‘Granite Monthly’ October 1900

General Michael McClary
by John C. French

The Widow's Pension for the wife of Michael McClary

The Funeral Sermon for Honorable John McClary 1821
by the Rev. Mr. Jonathan Curtis



THELIFEAND DEATH OFMAJOR ANDREW McCLARY
Compiled by Gilbert H. Knowles, 1971, Revised 1974
Given in part to a meeting of the Epsom Historical Association Nov. 1971

ThisAndrew McClary, Jr., who from now onwewill refer to mostly as
Major Andrew, wasfond of military tactics, and shared largely inthewarlike spirit
of thetimes. At an early agewefind him acting asascout and later ason officer in
Rogers famouscompany of N.H. Rangers. Hewasaso aleader indl local
expeditionsagainst thelndians.

“TheFrench and Indian War of 1745-’ 49 wasthegreat interruptionin
Epsom’shistory and caused acompl ete desertion at onetime.” It wasduring that
period when the settlershad al goneto the Garrison at Nottingham that the

Indians spoiled al the ox-teamsin town. The oxen had been | eft to feed asbest
they could, and the Indianskilled onein each yoke, cut out their tongues, took the
Alikenessof Ma.  pel] that was onthe neck of oneof them, and left. The ownersof the oxen were
AndrewMcClary  Andrew McClary, CharlesMcCoy, Samuel Blake and GeorgeWallace. Inthis
fromtheTrumbull same period, August 21, 1747, Mrs. McCoy was captured by the Indianswhen
portrait of theBattle  ghe and her husband were on their way to the Garrison tojoin the other members

at Bunker Hill. of their family. Young Major M cClary wasundoubtedly doing scout duty at that
time. Thereisarecord that hetrained acompany of men for garrison duty when
bandsof Indianswerelurking around.

“During the French and Indian War the people had lived in constant fear of the scal ping knifeand
tomahawk. Theclearing of theland, hunting, scouting etc., all required bravery and endeavor; alsotherough
sportssuch aswrestling and boxing. In dl of theselaborsand pastimesAndrew McClary wasthe
acknowledged champion. Hewasahost in himsalf. He stood over six feet, straight asan arrow, finely
proportioned, symmetrical of form, every musclewel | formed, rough and ready, jovial, generous, witha
stentorial voice, blueeyes, florid complexion and such aman aswould be picked out of athousand asborn
tocommand.”

“McClary’sFarm Tavern was alwaysthe home of Major McClary. He had helped hisfather to
buildit and had amajor part initsoperation. After the death of Andrew McClary Sr. (1764 or 1765) his
son, Andrew Jr., becamethe proprietor. A stone tablet makesthelocation of the Mg or’shome. Mgjor
McClary married one Elizabeth McCirillis, by whom he had seven children. The Mgjor kept tavern carried
onthefarm, operated (with hisbrother) the saw mill and grist mill. Hea so handled considerable
merchandise over aperiod of morethan twenty years. Beforethefirst meeting housewasbuiltin 1764, al
town meetingswere held at McClary’sFarm Tavern.

In 1900 Warren Tripp of Epsom, adescendant of Mg or McClary’ syoungest sister, wroteas
follows: “Itismorethan possiblethat theinnkeeper’scommentson a Scotch-Irish settlement what ‘ they
were apeoplewho would praise good whiskey and drink it and damn bad whiskey and drink that with
equd relish’, may haveincluded theMagjor, for it cannot be denied that he was somewhat givento
convividity”. Mr. Tripp a so told about how theMgor onavisit to Portsmouth for into an argument with six
British officers. That wasafew yearsbeforethewar broke out. The officerswere evidently not pleased
with the sentiments expressed by McClary and undertook to g ect him from the room. According to Mr.
Tripp theresult wasthat the M gjor threw thewhole six of them out thewindow.

Major McClary had the personal acquaintance of such noted fightersas Rogers. Stark and Goffe.
Hisfarm-tavern wasthe gathering place of military characters, “where theall-absorbing subject whichwas
agitating thewhole country wasfreely discussed, and thewarlike spirit waskindled into adevouring
passion. - - - Thebattle of Lexingtonwasfought April 19, 1775. Thiswasthesignal that started into activity
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every patriot.” Assoon asthe newsreached Exeter amessenger started at oncefor Nottingham, Deerfield
Parade and Epsom. ' Young M cClary was plowing in thewell-known muster field when he heard the
‘blowing of horn’, and wasroused by that tocsin to arms. Heleft hisplow in thefurrow, hastily armed
himsdlf, and dashed off to Deerfield, accompanied by afew daring spirits. At the Parade, patriotswere
awaiting him, and on they went to Nottingham. A company of someeighty heroeshere assembled, leaving
the Square about four o’ clock the sameday, traveling dl night, and reaching Medford early the next
morning.”

Perceiving the absence and need of appropriate organization, onApril 23, 1775, Mgor McClary
wrotefrom Cambridge, Mass, quitealengthy letter to the Clerk of the Provincia Congresssitting at Exeter.
Inclosing hesaid—*1 doubt not but your wisdomwill dictate and point out such measuresaswill be most
conduciveto extricate usfrom our present difficulties.” Hesigned off with‘ Gentlemen, | amwith all
imaginable Respect, Yoursand the Country’ smost obedient Humble Servant, Andrew McClary.”

“ At Medford, two regimentswere organized, composed of New Hampshire men. John Stark was
chosento command thefirgt, ascolonel, and Andrew McClary asMgor”. For the next several weeks
Major McClary wasbusy training hismen. It issaid that hewasthe handsomest manintheArmy. Hewas
theidol of histroops, yet in an emergency he could swear enough for abattalion. He had akind heart that
would givenot rest until every soldier in need of help waspersonally looked
after.

Col. Stark’ sRegiment consi sted of thirteen companiesand wasthe
largest regiment inthearmy. Medford, wherethey were quartered, was
about four milesfrom the place of anticipated attack. One of the companies
in Stark’ s Regiment was commanded by Henry Dearborn of Nottingham, as
captain; AmosMorrill of Epsom aslieutenant; and Michael McClary of
Epsomasensign.

ThisHenry Dearborn waslater promoted for meritorious conduct
totherank of Colond inthe Revolution; then deputy quartermaster-genera
on Washington'sstaff; hewasUnited StatesMarshal from Maine; served
two termsas member of Congress; became Secretary of War in 1801; and

intheWar of 1812 hewas commander in chief of theAmericanArmy. John Stark from
Thereisafineportrait of Genera Dearbornin our State House at Concord. StateHouse
Thissame Henry Dearborn wroteawonderful account of the Battle Portrait

of Bunker Hill which| regret to say istoo lengthy for metoincludeherein
full, but I shall quote somewhat from it inthe next few pages. (Thecomplete
account aswritten by Dearborn may befound in Cogswell’ sHistory of Nottingham, Deerfield and
Northwood).

The 17" of June came and the troopswere ordered to march. (We now quotefrom Dearborn’s
account).

“ After completing the necessary preparationsfor action, the regiment formed and marched about
one o’ clock. When it reached Charlestown Neck, wefound two regiments halted in consequence of a
heavy enfilading firethrown acrossit, of round, bar and chain shot fromthelively frigateand floating
batteriesanchored in CharlesRiver and afloating battery lyinginthe River Mystic. Major McClary went
forward and observed to the commanders, if they did not intend to move on, he wished them to open and
let or regiment pass; thelatter wasimmediately done. My company being infront, | marched my the side of
Col. Stark, who, moving with avery deliberate pace, | suggested the propriety of quickening the march of
theregiment that it sooner bereieved from thegalling crossfire of the enemy. With alook peculiar to
himsdlf, hefixed hiseyesupon meand observed, with great composure, ‘ Dearborn, onefresh manin action
isworth tenfatigued ones', and continued to advancein the same cool and collected manner.”



Whenthey had reached Bunker Hill, the enemy was soon discovered, and it was not |long before
actionbecamegeneral. Col. Sark and Mg . McClary upset British General Howe' splans my maintaining
unheard of “ continuousmusket fire” on thelight infantry bayonet charge uptheMystic River beach. Stark
had placed hismeninthreeranksbehind astonewall, and he chewed up thelight infantry companiesof four
British regiments. British casuatiestotaled dmost fifty percent, the heaviestinthewar. HeretheAmericans,
caledarabblein arms, mostly New Hampshirefarmersin homespun—had turned back the best infantry in
theworld and had struck ablow forging unity inthe colonies. On hearing of the stand at Bunker Hill,
George Washington commented, “thelibertiesof the country are safe.”

“Of thetroops stationed around Boston on the 17t of June, about
fifteen hundred were actualy engaged in thefight at Bunker Hill, of whichthe
larger number werefrom New Hampshire, connected with thetwo regiments
under Col. John Stark and Col. Joseph Reid.” Henry Dearbornrefersto the
bravery of theAmericantroopsasfollows—

“1 did not seeaman quit hispost during the action, and do not
believeasingle soldier whowasbrought into thefield fled, until thewhole
army wasobliged to retreat for want of powder and ball.”

For more about Mg or McClary we continueto quotefromthe
writingsof Dearborn.

“He(Major McClary) wasamong thefirst officersof thearmy:; Henry Dearborn
possessi ng asound judgment, of undaunted bravery, enterprising, ardent and from State HOUSE
zealous, both asapatriot and soldier.” Portrait

“After leaving thefield of battle, | met him and drank some spirit and
water with him. Hewas animated and sanguineintheresult of theconflict for
| ndependence, from the gloriousdisplay of valor which had distingui shed his countrymen on that memorable
day”.

“Hesoon observed that the British troops on Bunker Hill appeared in motion, and said hewould go
and reconnoiter them, to see whether they were coming out over the Neck, at the sametimedirecting meto
march my company down the road toward Charlestown. We werethen at Tuft’shouse, near Plowed Hill. |
immediately made aforward movement to the position he directed meto take, and halted, whilehe
proceeded to the old pound, which stood on the site now occupied asatavern-house, not far fromthe
entranceto the Neck. After having satisfied himself that the enemy did not intend to leavetheir strong posts
ontheheights, hewasreturning towards me, and, within twelveor fifteen rodsof wherel stood withmy
company, arandom shot from one of thefrigateslying near wherethe center of Craigie€ sBridgenow is,
passed directly through hisbody, and put to flight one of the most heroic soulsthat ever animated man.”

“Heleaped two or threefeet from the ground, pitched forward, and fell dead upon hisface. | had
him carried to Medford, where hewasinterred with all the respect and honorswe could exhibit to the
manes of agreat and good man. Hewasmy bosom friend; we had grown up together on termsof the
greatest intimacy, and | loved him asabrother.”

Itisasad thing that neither friends nor the State of New Hampshire havereared any sort of
monument at Medford to distinguish theresting place of Mg or Andrew M cClary from those of other un-
honored dead around him. “ Generous, brave and patriotic, he nobly hazarded hisown life, and encouraged
otherstoforget self, for thelife of hiscountry. Hisexamplewasapower for good in the cause of freedom.”

“Withthebravery of Stark, he possessed greater mental endowmentsand culture. Withthe natura
ability of Sullivan, he possessed the magic of power toincite hismen to nobledeed. - - - Had hislifebeen
spared hewould have without doubt ranked among the most noted officersof the Revolution”, likehis
friend, Genera Henry Dearborn.
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—————————

In 1905 the Center Historic Club of Epsom erected amonument near the site of Mg or McClary’s
home. The monument consistsof agranitesab with abronze placeaffixedtoit; itisontheleft sdeof the
road asyoutravel east, andisjust beforetheturninto the Sirrine driveway. Theinscription on the monument
isasfollows:

Onthissite
Sood the home of
Maj. Andrew McClary,
Who, leaving his plow
In the furrow
Hastened to respond
To hiscountry'scall
And was killed at
The battle of Bunker Hill
Erected by the Center Historic Club, 1905

Thewritewasavery small boy at thetime, but he can remember of beingin attendance at the dedication of
theMajor McClary monument.



CHILDREN OFMAJORANDREWANDELIZABETH
(McCRILLIS)McCLARY

Major Andrew McClary and hiswife had seven children:
four sonsand three daughters. At least three of the sonstook after
their father inbeing extremdy interestedin military affairs.

JamesHarvey McClary —bornin 1762, succeeded to his
father’ sbusinessasamerchant, farmer and taverner. Hewas
highly respected; had great influencein the organization of the
Eighteenth Regiment, and wasoneof itsfirst commanders, and
was, intime, promoted to brigadier-generd of themilitia He
married Betsey Dearborn of North Hampton, adaughter of Dr.
Levi Dearborn. (Dr. Dearborn wasacousin of Mgor Andrew
McClary’sclosefriend, Genera Henry Dearborn). Besides
holding loca offices, JamesHarvey McClary wasinthe
Legidature, firstinthe House, then amember of the State Senate
in 1802-1803. He built ahouse and kept store on Center Hill. The
buildingisstill standing (1974) and isthe house between the
Deinhardt and Wellsresidences. The Wellshousewhich wasthe
Congregational parsonagefor many years, wasbuiltin 1781, and
the housewhere JamesHarvey McClary kept storewas probably built afew yearslater. JamesHarvey
McClary died July 11, 1810, when but 47 yearsold. Mrs. LoellaM. Bunker, in her * Historical Sketch of
Epsom’ said that JamesHarvey McClary wasthefirst postmaster in Epsom. Wefind, however, that the
Epsom Post Officewasestablished in 1811, ayear after Mr. McClary’sdeath. But therewere, of course,
periodic mall deliveriesto Epsom before 1811 anditisvery likely that Mr. McClary did distribute somemail
from hisstoreasabranch office.

Andrew Jr. (or Andrew 111), the second son of Mg or Andrew McClary
wasbornin 1765. He entered the regular army, was promoted to therank of captain, served for atimeon
thefrontier, and for severa yearsaclerk inthewar department at Washington. Hedied inmiddlelifeand
thereisno record that he ever married.

John, theMgor’sthird son, wasbornin 1767. He a so entered the regular army and was made
captain. Hemarried Abigail Pearson of Epsom by whom he had one son, Charles. ThisCharleslater moved
to Stanstead, Canada, where hisuncle had settled.

William, theMgjor’ sfourth son, wasablacksmith by trade. Hewasbornin 1769 and married
Elizabeth Dickey in 1791. He moved to Stanstead, Canadain 1798 where hewasapioneer likehis
grandfather from Ireland had beenin Epsom, NH. ThisWilliam had two children and hisnephew, Charles,
had anumber of children soitislikely that there are descendants.

We can only mention briefly the Mgjor’ sthree daughters. Elizabeth becamethewife of Captain
Simon Heath, who kept atavern where Watson Ambrose haslivedin recent years— (Thishistoric old home
and tavern was burned to theground August 13, 1973). Margaret M cClary married Rev. Ebenezer
Hazdltine, beloved pastor of theold Congregational Churchfor thirty years. They lived inwhat isnow the
JamesWells place. They had anumber of children, but somedied very young. Nancy, the Major’sthird
daughter married a John Stevenswho wasaman of “ not much account.” Hedied after afew yearsand
Nancy married second “old man Marden. Nancy had no children.

Major McClary’ swidow, Elizabeth M cCrillisMcClary, married again someyearsafter theMgjor
waskilled, SheMarried Col. Samuel Osgood (1794). Shedied April 5, 1808.




JOHN McCLARY AND HISDESCENDANTS
Compiled by Gilbert H. Knowles

Wewill commenceonceagainwithAndrew McClary, Sr., who cametoAmericafromIrelandin
1726. Hisoldest son, John, wasbornin Ireland Jan. 1, 1720. Andrew McClary Jr., (the Mg or) was about
ten yearsyounger and was, of course, borninthiscountry. The M cClary boysa so had threesisterswhom |
briefly mentioned last year. This particular paper hasto do mostly with the Mg or’solder brother, John, and
hisdescendants. | would likeyouto listen carefully to thefollowing sentence, which istaken from some
geneal ogica materia that wascompiledin 1886.

“John M cClary removed to Epsom from Nottingham at the sametime hisfather did and for more
than fifty years succeeding wasthe most prominent and useful citizen who ever resided, either beforeor
since, inthat town. That isatremendous statement; But John McClary wasan outstanding citizen of early
Epsom.

In 1741 John McClary’sfather hel ped him to build aone-story house on the south side of Center
Hill Road. Thishousewasgreatly enlarged asthe yearswent by, and still standstoday. Always, sncel was
asmall boy, I haveknown it asTheMcClary place. It isnow owned by Miss CatherineL. Berry, whoisa
direct descendant of thebuilder. | believeit isthe oldest housein Epsom and will continueto believe so until
someone can show me proof that some other placeisolder. In 1747 Andrew McClary St., deeded to his
son John, lots 19 and 20, containing 100 acresof land on which the historic houseislocated. Itismy
understanding that MissBerry still ownsthe same 100 acresthat Jonn McClary received from hisfather in
1747. the deed could have been awedding present of asort, because on January 22, 1746, Jonn McClary
and Elizabeth Harvey weremarried in Nottingham. They had come over from Ireland on the same ship with
thelr parents. It ismentioned in somerecordsthat the girl’s parentswere opposed to the marriage, because
theHarvey family inIreland had enjoyed ahigher socia position than the M cClary family. Onerecord goes
sofar asto say that that feelingiswhy the McClary’sleft Nottingham and cameto Epsom. Thissoundsto
melikeimagination or meregossip becausethe McClary’scameto Epsomin 1738, and John and Elizabeth
werenot married until eight yearslater. If therewasalittlefeeling onthe part of Elizabeth’sparents, wetrust
they soon got over it. Thefact remainsthat the McClary’ swere always proud of their Harvey connections,
and theHarvey nameis carried down through the younger generations.

Thereisapleasing story about John and Elizabeth after their marriagein Nottingham. Itissaid that
intheearly spring, after their January marriage, they cameto Epsom on horseback, and that the charming
young Elizabeth carried awillow stick asawhip. Whenthey arrived at the driveway leading to their new
homethey dismounted, and Elizabeth stuck thewillow stick into theground. Thewillowsgrowinginthat
areatoday are said to have sprung from that stick!

Esquire John McClary —thereisno mistake about it —wasaleading citizen and office holder inthe
town of Epsom for many, many years. Beginning in 1745, hewas Surveyor of Highways, Clerk. Constable,
Juror, Selectman, M oderator, Justice of the Peace and so on. He represented Epsom, Allenstown and
Chichester at the annua meetings held in Exeter and hewasaconspicuousmember of thefirst Convention
held for the purpose of organizing acolonia government. When Mrs. LoellaBunker compiled her
“Historical Sketch of Epsom, NH” in 1927, shewrote, “In reading of theinfluential men who helped make
Epsom’shistory, wefind that Col. John McClary stand foremost”.

“John McClary at an early period connected himself with the Congregationa Church at Epsomand
for many yearswasan elder in the same. Hisreligiousopinionswere of the ultraCavinistic School. Hewas
very ‘long-winded’ in prayer, aswasthefashioninthetimeinwhichhelived’. In 1761 John McClary was
one of the Committee gppointed to extend acall to Epsom’sfirst minister, the Rev. John Tucke.

Most all themenintheMcClary clantook part in military affairs. Esquire Johnwasacaptaininthe
militiaand did some scout duty during the French and I ndian War. He was appointed aColonel of one of



the New Hampshireregiments, but it does not appear that hewasever in any actua engagement with the
enemy. AsMrs. Bunker pointed out, Major Andrew McClary had the strong military spirit of the Suncook
Valey and hisbrother, Esguire John, had the Civil Authority.

John and Elizabeth (Harvey) McClary had six children, but several must havedied quiteyoung. In
fact, only two were till living when John McClary madehiswill in 1792. issons, John Jr., and Michagl were
active participantsinthe Revol utionary war. | found brief mention of ayounger son, Andrew, who died at
age 16. Michael wasbornin 1752, and John Jr., in 1754, and they were of course, at ripe military agewhen
theWar brokeout. | havetold youinmy earlier paper how Michael wasmadean ensignin Henry
Dearborn’scompany, in John Stark’ sregiment. Hewasin the battle areawhen hisuncle, Mgor Andrew
McClary waskilled.

Michael’ sbrother, John Jr., becameaLieutenant on General Whipple's Saff at the Battle of
Saratoga. Hedied of woundsat Albany, Nov. 26, 1777. It appearsthat Michael and an older sister, Mary,
weretheonly children of Esquire John McClary who married. ThisMary, born Oct. 29, 1848, married
Daniel Pageof Dearfield, NH. Epsom’sfirst minister, Rev. John Tucke, performed the ceremony on Dec. 6,
1770. Mary and Daniel Page had four sons, three of whom married, so therearelikely some descendants
fromthat line. A great-grandson of Esquire John McClary, one George Page, kept the hotel at Deerfield
Center around 1865-1870.

Esquire John McClary was55 yearsold at thetime of thefighting at Bunker Hill. Hewasadelegate
at theProvincia Congresssitting at Exeter inthe spring of 1775.

After thewar, Esquire John and hisson Michael, both took active partin State Government. The
New Hampshire State Senatefirst met in 1784 and John M cClary wasone of thefirst membersof that
body serving three or four years. Indeed, in 1785 hewas President of the N.H. Senate (the only Epsom
manwho had ever held that office).

Esquire John’soldest son, Michael “ served four yearsinthearmy, taking part in some of themost
decisiveengagementsof thewar and suffered with hismen, someof the severest privationsand fatigues’ .

Michael wasmarried Dec. 19, 1778, to Sarah Dearborn (daughter of Dr. Levi Dearborn of North
Hampton, NH) apparently whiletill inthearmy. They soon cameto liveat theMcClary Placewhere
Michael had been born, and where his parentstill lived. Recordsof early Epsom reveal thefollowing facts
about Michad McClary’ spart ingovernment:

Town Clerk of Epsom 1779-66, 1800, 1822-23

TownAuditor, beginningin 1785

Selectmen 1786-1789

Grand Juror 1800

Representativein General Court 1790, 1794 & 95

Justice of the Peace 1791-1823

Beingwdl versedinmilitary affairs, and of good executive ability, Michael McClary was appointed
(1792) Adjutant General for the State of New Hampshire. He organized that department and held the office
twenty-one consecutive years. In 1796 he was el ected State Senator and wasamember of that body seven
years. Suchwashis popularity that the votesin Epsom were unanimoudly in hisfavor, and nearly sointhe
adjoining towns. HewasU.S. Marshall for along time, which during thewar of 1812, with alarge amount
of privateering prosecuted at Portsmouth, wasavery responsible office. General McClary wastendered the
nomination asacandidatefor Governor, but thishe declined to accept.

General Michael and Sarah (Dearborn) had eight children, all bornin Epsom, Thefirst childwas
bornin 1780 and theyoungest in 1794. Thethree oldest children died ininfancy or childhood and their
gravesare marked by stonesin McClary cemetery.



The Generad’ sfather, Esquire John, died in Epsom June 16, 1801 (age 81) and the Generd’s
mother Elizabeth Harvey died Oct. 8, 1807.

Esquire John’swill, after carefully providing for the support of hiswidow during her remaining years.
Gaveto hisdaughter Mary Page (wife of Daniel Page of Deerfield) L990 lawful money; and all therest,
residue and remainder, real and personal to hisson, General Michael McClary. It ssemsto methat the
person who madethat tremendous statement about John M cClary being the most prominent and useful
citizenwho ever livedin Epsom wasforgetting about the General.

“Thoughwell know throughout the State and respected by leading citizenseverywhere, his
popularity, power and influencein hisnativetown wasmost remarkable. He seemed to control the affairsof
Epsomwithamost universal consent” . My studieshave convinced methat no man wasever moreinfluential
intheaffairsof Epsom than Genera McClary, not even hisfather. The General wastall, commanding, well
proportioned, and prepossessing. Hewas engaging in hismanners, interesting in conversation, hospitable
and public spirited. Hisacquaintance and correspondence wasremarkably extensive, embracing many of
themost di stingui shed men of the country. Very recently hiscorrespondence with Paul Revere hasbeen
brought to my attention, and here, for you to look at tonight, isthe copy of aletter that Reverewroteto the
General relativeto some cannonsthat had been ordered for New Hampshire.

“Anunlisted, unpublished | etter hasrecently been discovered” etc. sowrote Mr. Karl Fredrik Morris, Sr. of
Ware, Massachusetts, on June 20 1972, “ It seemsthat in the spring of 1813 great alarm existed because
British cruiserswere continually hovering upon the New Hampshire coast, and asaresult Governor William
Plumer (of Epping) directed Adjutant General Michagl McClary to purchase piecesof cannon for four
different artillery companies.” These cannonswere cast by Paul Reverefor General McClary. Mr. Morris
haskindly made mean exact copy inlong hand for the Paul Revereletter for the Epsom Historical
Association. Thevalue of the original had been estimated at over $1500.00. Theletter has been checked by
Godspeedsin Boston and found to be the exact handwriting of Paul Revere. In case one hastroublereading
thecopy itsdlf, thetyped versonisasfollows:

Boston, April 4", 1813

Michael McClary, Esg.

gr;

Enclosed you will find bills for the pair of three pound cannon cast for you. They will be forwarded
immediately by Mr. Wells. We have paid Mr. Burbeck’s bill. — We should have sent the guns last week,
but Mr. Burbeck couldn’t attend to the proving of them. You will please to forward the amount of the
bills by the first safe hand.

Your humble servants

Paul Revere and Son

Five children of Genera and Mrs. McClary, 2 sonsand 3 daughters, lived to grow up. The
Genera’stwo sonswereintheir teenswhen their grandfather, Esquire John, died in 1801. Theolder one,
John, was of great persona beauty and accomplishments. Hewasrepresentativeinthe Legidatureandin
1819-1820 hewasamember of the N.H. Senate (as hisfather and grandfather had been before him). He
wasavery popular young man and wasfor atimeaclerk inthe War Department at Washington. When his
father wasU.S. Marshall heassisted in taking the Census. Hewastown clerk of Epsomin 1820, 1821.
Likehisgrandfather hewasoften called the* Honorable' John McClary. Hewaskilled by falling timbersof a
framebuilding at araisingin Epsom, Dec. 15, 1821. Hewasbut thirty-six yearsof age. | am still hoping to
learn what has happened to an oil portrait of him painted by Thomas Cole of Voyage of Lifefame, which
wasat onetimein possession of hisnephew Michagl McClary Stedle.



The General’s second son, Andrew, had aroving disposition. Hewasborn Sept. 26, 1787. He
married M ehetable Duncan of Concord in 1813. HewasaCaptainintheWar of 1812 and very son after
thewar hewent to England. He entered the British Army, deserted, and started for Cal cuttaon avessel out
of Portsmouth, England. Hewasnever heard of again. He had one daughter by his Concord marriageand
there may be descendants. The General had aclausein hiswill making abequest to Andrew in casehewas
found aive, but hewasnever heard of at all.

The Generd’soldest daughter, Nancy Dearborn, married Samuel Lord of Portsmouth. They had
threechildren, but only onemarried and there are no descendants. Mary, Genera M cClary’syoungest
daughter, was married, after her father’ sdeath, to Robert Parker, and settled in Fitzwilliam, NH. The
Parkers had four children and there are probably descendants. One son, John McClary Parker, wasa State
Senator in 1881-82.

The Genera’ ssecond daughter (themiddle one), Elizabeth Harvey, (notethe‘ Harvey' namedtill
being carried down) married Jonathan Steele, alawyer, who came from Peterboro and settled with hiswife
at the M cClary homestead.

Atthecloseof the Revolutionary War nearly all of theleading American and French commissioned
offices, including both Washington and L afayette, combined to form the Society of Cincinnati. The purpose
wasto cement the friendship and to perpetuate the memoriesincident to thewar. General McClary helped
organizethe NH Branch of the Society and wasits Treasurer for twenty-fiveyears. Threeor four of the
annual meetingswereheld at the M cClary place, and probably called together more noted men than ever
assembled on any other occasion inthe Suncook Valley.

It hasbeen said that the sad fate of their sonsfell with crushing and disastrous effect upon General
McClary and hiswifeduring their last years. But the daughter, Elizabeth Harvey and her husband, Jonathan
Steele, soon beganto raiseafamily and thelittle grandchildren must have hel ped someto brighten the hearts
of the old folks. When General McClary died March 27, 1824, thetwo ol dest Steele boyswere aged 4
and 2 respectively. The General’ swife, Sarah Dearborn, lived twenty yearslonger (1844); by then having
fivegrandchildrenin her home, some of them quitegrown up.

After General McClary’sdeath hisestate was apprai sed at $13, 218.24. Thewill gaveto hiswife,
Sarah, ownership of thefarm and buildingsfor theremainder of her life. After the death of Sarahin 1844 the
property cameinto the hands of the daughter and son-in-law, Elizabeth and Jonathan Steele.

All but oneof thesix children of Elizabeth and Jonathan Stede grew up and married. There must be
many descendants, although widely scattered now. The oldest son, CharlesAugustus, born Oct. 10, 1820,
married Hannah Cilley. Hewasafarmer and lived at Center Hill inthe housethat JamesHarvey McClary
had built — (now 1972, owned by LaFleur). This CharlesAugustuswasthefather of Senator CharlesM.
Steeleand grandfather of JamesM. Steele, our town Clerk’s husband.

The second son of Jonathan and Elizabeth Steele, John M cClary Steele, graduated from Dartmouth
College and becamea Congregationa minister. Hedied in New York Statein 1857, aged 35. Hisremains
were brought back to McClary Cemetery. Histwo children livedin Cincinnati, Ohio whenlast heard of .
Their mother remarried.

Thethird son of Jonathan and Elizabeth Steelewasborn Nov. 1, 1824, (after General McClary’s
deathinMarch of that year). Thisson wasnamed Michael McClary Steele. Hereceived agood education
and carried on abusinessin Brooklyn, New York for someyears. Mr. Steele married Catherine G. Burden
whose mother was a Sanborn from Sanborn Hill in Epsom. Michagl McClary Steeleand hiswife,
Catherine, had four children. Therewasonly oneboy and hedied in 1866 when but eight yearsold (killed
while playing around atwo-wheeled ox-cart. The heavy tongue of the cart came down and crushed him).
Thisboy’snamewas John. Histhree s sterswere; Helen Burden, Catherine Gray and Elizabeth Harvey
(notethe Harvey namestill being carried on). After aperiod of great successwith hisNew York business,
during which he accumul ated considerablewealth, Michad McClary Steel e experienced reverseswhich



finaly concluded hisdaysin Brooklyn. Hebrought hisfamily back to Epsom and spent theremainder of his
lifeon the old homestead of hisgrandfather, Genera McClary, and great grandfather, Esquire John
McClary. While Mr. Steel€ smoney held out thefamily lived very high, employing two maidsand
maintaining fancy carriagesand driving horses. Inhislast years, however, hissavingswereused up, hiswife
went to livewith the Sanborns, and he had alonely existence. Hedied Dec. 27*, 1906, age 82.

Only oneof Mr. Seel€' sthree daughtersmarried. Thiswasthe older daughter, Helen. Her sisters
having passed away, sheinherited the M cClary Placefrom her father. Shewasata ented musician. She
becamethewife of Dr. Benjamin P. Barstow of Kingston, Mass. They werethe grandparents of the present
owner of theMcClary Place, MissCatherineL. Berry.

Inclosing | would liketo quote from an article that appeared in the Manchester Unionon May 13",
1893; it referstothe M cClary Place.

“Thevenerablemans on hasahistory more genuinely interesting than often attachesto buildings of
evenlegendary fame. Init great men have been born and lived; initsdining hall famous men have sat at the
board; initschambersdistinguished statesman, jurorsand heroes have dept; beforethewidefireplaceinthe
reception room have gathered thewit and beauty of atimewhen menwere strong and women fair and wine
wasred. No wonder that the echoesof long lost and forgotten music are said to return at night when
darknessand silencereign. Aloneinthe great guest chamber, one might fancy he had for companionsthe
shades of Danid Webster, Genera Sullivan, Jeremiah Mason and other distinguished menwho havein other
daysdeptwithinitswalls’.

THE McCLARYS OF EPSOM

By Warren Tripp.

. £|N aship leaving Port Ruch, Ulster, Ireland, onAug. 7, 1726, caneAndrew
McClary with hisfamily, reaching Boston, Oct. 8. He seemsto have passed the winter in
Haverhill and reached the Scotch-Irish settlement at Londonderry on April 19, 1727, and
immediately after to havelocated at Nottingham.

The McClary family at thistime consisted of Andrew McClary, hiswife, and son John,
who was seven years of age. Here the family remained for eleven years, during which time
there were born to them another son, Andrew McClary, Jr., and three daughters, Margaret,
Jane, and Ann.

In 1738 they moved to Epsom and settled upon arising knoll of beautiful land on which now
stands the old McClary house, where he reared his family to habits of industry and thrift, and
was himself a competent business man, aswell asabrave pioneer. The records show that he
was chosen selectman for eight years prior to 1756. The family wasnot large and never
became so; at no time were there more than four, and most of the time but two or three,
eligibleto public office. Yet the records show that from 1743 to 1804, aperiod of sixty-one
years, they filled the office of selectmen of Epsom for thirty-one years; that from 1796 to
1819 they served ten termsin the New Hampshire senate, and that one of them, “Hon. John,”
was adelegate from the senate to the provincial congressin 1775; that all through the French
and Indian and Revolutionary warsthey were promi-nent members of the New Hampshire
Committee of Safety, which for twenty fiveyearsheld its sessions at the M cClary house; that



they were ac-tive and influential in the organization and support of the state militia, one of
them holding the position of adjutant-general for twenty-five years, and two of them holding
at different periodsthe office of brigadier-general; that one of them, “ General Michael
McClary,” wastendered the nomination of governor of the state, but refused it; that for eighty-
three consecutive yearsthey held important positions of trust and honor in the state.

At the beginning of the Revolutionary war the family comprised the old emigrant, probably
about eighty yearsof age; his two sons, John, about fifty-five, and Andrew, about forty-five;
also three daughters; Margaret, who married Dr. Samud [ Deacon George] Wallace, Jane, who
married John M cGaffy, and Ann, who married Richard Tripp. Therewere a so two grandsons,
aged twenty-one and twenty-three, making only three men of proper agefor army life.

Thesethree men promptly enlisted at their country’sfirst call, and one only returned.
Andrew McClary, who held the rank of major under Stark, was killed at Bunker Hill. John
McClary, with rank of lieutenant in Whipple's brigade, was killed at Saratoga in 1779.
Michael McClary, who served in Dearborn’s company as ensign at Bunker Hill, was
promoted to a captaincy in Scammell’s brigade, and served four years. He lived to be seventy-
two years old, and died at Epsom. So influential was hein all local affairs that it became a
trite saying among the mothers that if their children would obey them as readily as the people
of Epsom obeyed General McClary, they would be fully satisfied.

Maor Andrew McClary of Revolutionary fame was the second son of Emigrant Andrew
McClary. For ten generations his ancestors had lived in an atmosphere of danger, and
ex-ercised that eternal vigilance which was to them the price of safety as well as liberty. The
earliest recollections of his childhood must have been of the gatherings at the blockhouse,
where in times of danger the mothers took their little ones for safety. The stories of his youth
were the recitals of adventure from the lips of brave scouts, who made his father’s house a
common resort. Thus we find him at an early age acting as scout himself, and later an
officer in Rogers's famous company of New Hampshire Rangers. He was also a leader in all
local expeditions against the Indians. While he possessed in full measure the true Scotch-
Irish thrift, he could not be classed with the Presbyterian congregation, for tradition says
he was open-handed and generous and much given to hospitality.

It ismore than possible that the innkeeper’s comments on a Scotch-1rish settlement that
“they were a people who would praise good whiskey and drink it and damn bad whis-key and
drink that with equal relish,” may have included the major, for it cannot be denied that he
was somewhat given to convividlity.

Hewas afavorite officer, nearly six and one-half feet in height, with aHerculean formin
perfect propor-tions, avoicelike Stentor and strength of Ajax, never equaled in athletic
exercises and unsubdued in single combat. Whol e bodies of men had been overcome by him,
and he seemed totally unconscious that he was not equally unconquerable at the cannon’s
mouth. We find record of hisvisiting Portsmouth, and while in an argumentative state of mind
enter-ing into discussion with six British officers, who, not being pleased with his sentiments,
undertook to g ect him from the room, with the result of themsel ves being thrown through the
window by this doughty patriot.

Asan officer, hewastheidol of histroops, “hail fellow well met,” but whose kind heart
would give him no rest until every wounded soldier was personally looked after. A true history
of dl hisadventureswould be asthrilling as Cooper’stales, but if he kept any record of his
work, which isimprobable, it was burned with his house and other effectswhile hewas
fighting at Bunker Hill.



At the beginning of the Revolutionary war he was at Epsom, cultivating his large and
productivefarm. OnApril 20, 1775, while he was ploughing the parade ground, which isthe
field now belonging to Joseph Lawrence, amessenger came with news of the Battle of
Lexington. Within twenty-four hours he was at Medford, seventy miles away, ready to take
his part in the impending conflict.

Cogswdl’s “History of Northwood” gives an account of thisforced march ; of his being
chosen captain of acompany of eighty heroes, who traveled on foot from Nottingham square
to Medford in the short time of about twelve hours, afeat unparaleed in the Revolutionary
war. His being chosen mgjor of the regiment, his cool judgment and daring feats in the battle
are matters of history with which we are familiar.

He was killed by a random shot from one of the British frigates that was stationed at a
point in the Charlesriver, now known as the center of Cragi€’'s bridge. The shot which passed
through his body put to flight one of the most heroic souls that ever animated man. He
leaped two or three feet from the ground and fell dead upon his face.

At the dedication of Bunker Hill monument, the orator of the day, Danid Webster, in
mentioning the important part taken in the battle by Maor McClary, closes in words as
follows:

“Thusfell Mgor McClary, the highest American officer killed at the battle, the handsomest
man in the army and the favorite of New Hampshire troops. His dust still dumbers where it
was laid by his sorrowing companions in Medford, unhonored by any adequate memoria to
tell where lies one of the heroes who ushered in the Revolution with such auspicious omens.
His death spreads a gloom not only over the hearts of his men, but all through the Suncook
valley; hissun went down at noon on the day that ushered in our nation’sbirth.”

JamesHarvey, the oldest son of the major, succeeded to hisfather’ s businessof taverner,
storekeeper, and manufacturer. He served oneor moretermsin the senate, and wasfor severd
yearsbrigadier-general of thestatemilitia. He built the house and kept storewhere Charles
Steelenow lives. Andrew and John became military men and died in public service. William,
theyoungest son, emigrated to Canada. One of the daughtersmarried Mr. Haseltine, thefirst
settled Orthodox minister in Epsom.

John M cClary, theoldest son of Michael, wasborninlrelandin 1719, settled in Epsom with
thefamily in 1738. John becameindustrious, methodical, and exacting, astern Presbyterian,
very different from hisjovid, rough, impulsive, convivid brother, Mgor Andrew. Heearly
became one of theleading men in Epsom; was chosen moderator, and for over forty yearswas
one of the principa officersand advisersintown affairs. Hewasjustice of the peace under the
provincial government, and all casesof litigation inthisvicinity came before Esquire John
McClary for trid.

Hewas called out to do scouting duty in the French and Indian war; was captain of the
militiaat that time and roseto therank of colonel beforethe Revolution.

Whilehisbrother represented themilitary spirit of the Suncook Valley, Esquire John
represented the civil authority. Thetowns of Epsom, Allenstown, Chichester, and Pittsfield
were classed together and Esquire John McClary was annually chosen to represent them in
the con-vention at Exeter.

Esquire John McClary was a prominent member of the first convention to organize a
colonial government, and afterwards in framing our state government, and was an active
member for twenty years. He was treasurer of the Committee of Safety from 1777 to 1783.
This committee had power to call out troops at such time and in such numbers as they
deemed necessary.



In 1780 he was elected to the council, and annually for the four succeeding years. In 1784
he was chosen to the council and also to the senate, and served as member of that honorable
body for three years.

He wastall, erect, commanding, dignified, and made an excellent pre-siding officer. In early
life, he was married to Elizabeth Harvey of Nottingham. When she came to this town with
him they rode on horse-back, she having for awhip awillow stick which she stuck in the
ground near the entrance of the driveway leading to the McClary house. The tree is now
standing which grew from the twig placed there by the hand of the bride, 161 years ago.

They had four children,—the oldest son, John McClary, Jr., was killed at the battle of
Saratogain 1779. They had but one daughter, Mollie, who married Daniel Page of Deerfield.

The McClarys owned a very large landed estate, which was divided into several valuable
farms for the sons and daughters. In 1741, Esquire John built a one-story house on the south
side of the road. This house was enlarged at various times and
became the venerable looking mansion it now is. For twenty-five yearsit was the
headquarters of the New Hampshire Committee of Safety, and the Society of Cincinnati, of
which he was president, met here three times. Many of the schemes influencing the early
history of New Hampshire were concocted within itswalls. In it great men have been born
and havelived. Initsdining hall famous men have sat at the board. Inits chambers
distinguished statesmen, jurists, and heroes have slept. Before the wide fireplace in the
reception room have gathered the wit and beauty of atime when men were strong, and
women fair, and wine was red. No wonder that the echoes of long lost and forgotten music are
said lo return at night when darkness and silencereign.

Alonein this great guest chamber one might fancy he had for companions the shades of
Daniel Webster, Jeremiah Mason, General Sullivan, and other distinguished men, who have in
other days slept within itswalls. It is at present owned and occupied by Michael McClary
Steele, of the fifth generation of the McClarys, and great grandson of Esquire John. Thisis
the most historic place in al southern New Hampshire, and avisit here will be found very
interesting. The present owner is a gentleman of ability and will receive you most cordially.

General Michael McClary, second son of Esquire John, married Sally Dearborn, daughter
of Dr. Dearborn of North Hampton. They had five children. The oldest, John, born, in 1785,
was of great personal beauty and accomplishments. He was representative, senator, and held a
clerkship at Washington. He was killed by a.falling timber while assisting to raise a shed,
when but thirty-six years of age. The funeral was said to be the largest ever held in the
Suncook valley.

The second son, Andrew, born in 1787, sailed for Calcuttaand waslost at sea. General
McClary aso had three daughters of rare attraction. The oldest, Nancy, married Samuel Lord
of Portsmouth. A son of theirs, Augustus, once purchased a part of the McClary estate and
improved it for some years. Elizabeth Harvey married Jonathan Steele, a lawyer from
Peterborough. They settled on the homestead now owned and occu-pied by their son, Michael
McClary Steele. The third daughter, Mary, married Robert Parker of Fitzwilliam.

After the marriage of Ann McClary, the youngest daughter of the old emi-grant, to Richard
Tripp, they settled on the farm now owned by Samuel Quimby, where he cleared a small
place and erected buildings thereon.

The country being new and they being poor, they were subject to many hardships, but being
Scotch-Irish they were strong and muscular and enabled to endure the hardships which
circumstances compelled them to pass through. Tradition says she was able to pick up a
barrel of cider from the ground and place it in the cart. And at one time she traveled on foot
seven miles through the woods to visit a neighbor, carrying a child in her arms, and the cloth



to make a shirt. After making the shirt, she returned home the same day. There are many
other instances that might be related that go to show the won-derful muscular power which
this woman possessed.

Intheyear 1781, they, with their two sons, Richard and John, moved on the place now
occupied by the writer at Short Falls, they having cleared afew acres previoudly. At this
time their nearest neighbor lived where Benjamin Fowler now resides. They afterwards built a
sawmill, just above where the Short Falls bridgeis, where they sawed out four-inch white
oak plank and sold them for one dollar and fifty cents athou-sand, delivered on the hill near
the house where Hiram Holmes now re-sides, where they were purchased by parties from
Durham for shipbuild-ing, using the money to pay for the land, the price of athousand of
lum-ber paying for an acre of land.

D. H. Kurd's history of New Hampshire says. *’ The town of Ep-som has furnished many
worthy men during the past one hundred and fifty years who have held positions of trust and
honor in the state and na-tion, but none stand out in such bold relief or are more worthy of
remem-brance than the McClarys. In fact no family in the Suncook valley fillsso large a
space in its history or the hearts of its people. For nearly a century they were the leading
influ-ential men in all our civil, political, and military affairs, and were identi-fied with all the
important events and measures that received the at-tention and governed the acts of the
successi ve generations during that long period of time. We know of no instance in our state
where history has so sadly neglected to do justice to afamily which has rendered so effi-cient
service in defending the rights and promoting the interests of our commonwealth and
nation, asin thisinstance.”

General Michae McClary

By JoHN C. FRENCH

m ICHAEL, second son of Esquire John McClary, wasbornin Epsomin 1753. Hereceived the

advantagesof afair education, wasasmart, activelad and, in commonwith other membersof thefamily,
had military tastes. At the age of twenty-three, hejoined thearmy at the breaking out of the Revolu-tionary
War, and was gppointed Ensignin Captain Henry Dearborn’scompany in Stark’ sregiment. Thiscompany
rendered heroic serviceat the battle of Bunker Hill. In 1777 hewaspromoted and made Captainin Colond
Scammd’sregiment. Hesarved four yearsinthearmy, taking partin someof themost decisveengagementsof
thewar, and suffered with hismen some of the severest privationsandfaigues
Hissoldierly qudities, engaging mannersand family connectionsgave him theacquaintanceand friendship
of theleading officersof the Revol ution, and by asevereexperienceinthearmy heganed athorough
knowledgeof men and nationd affairs, which proved of greet practical advantageinafter years Onreturning
fromthearmy, heat oncetook aprominent positioninsocia and politicd life, whichhehddfor haf a
century. Hetook an active part in the organi zation of the Stiate Government and, beingwd | versedinmilitary
dfarsand of good executiveahility, hewasagppointed Adj utant-Generd for the Stateof New Hampshire He
organized that department and held the officetwenty-one consecutiveyears, In 1796 hewasel ected Senator and
wasamember of that body seven years, and suchwashispopularity thet thevotesin Epsomwere Unanimous
inhisfavor and nearly sointheadjoiningtowns. HewasUnited StatesMarshd for alongtime, which, during



thelast war with England, with thelargeamount of privateering prosecuted at Portsmouth, wasavery
respons bleoffice. Hewastendered the nomination of candidatefor Governor, but dedined to acoept. Though
wel known throughout the State, with positionsof honor andtrust a hiscommand, hispopularity, power and
influenceinhisnativetown wasremarkable. He seemed to contral theaffarsof Epsomwithamog universd
consent. For over fifty yearshe served histownsmenin some capacity, either asModerator, Town Clerk,
Representativeor Auditor.

Saidanold Federdigt, “If | had afamily of children whowould obey measwell asthe peopleof Epsom
do Generd McClary, | should beahappy man.” Though onceaFederdist, hecast hislot withthe
Democratic Party and carried thetown with him amost unanimoudy. During thelast war with England, party
feding ran high and party linesweredasdy dravn. Governor Fummer, through Adj utant-Generd McClary,
cdled out detachmentsof themilitiawithout calling together the Council or Legidature, which provoked agrest
ded of controversy. General M cClary procured suppliesfor thetroops, made preparaionfor thedefenseof
Portamouth, purchased cannonand munitionsof war. Butin 1814, whenthe Federdistsral lied and e ected John
T. Gilman asGovernor, Generd McClary resgned hisofficewithvirtuousindignation, which hehadfilled with
credit and ability, andinwhich capacity hehad reviewed every regiment inthe State.

Thetown of Epsom strongly supported the war. A full company, under Captain Jonathan
Godfrey, volunteered for the defense of Portsmouth.

Michagel McClary aso did much business asjustice of the peace and probate judge. He took
an active part in organizing the New Hampshire Branch of the Society of the Cincinnati. He
wasthefirg treasurer and held the office twenty-five years. Thishonorable body of
Revolutionary officersmet annually onthe Fourth of July. Three of their annua meetingswereheld at the
house of General McClary. Thissociety isworthy of more extended mention, and their annua meetings
called together more noted men than ever assembled on any other occasion. Hewasa so aFreeMason.
Whileinthearmy young M cClary had met in secret conclave such men asWashington, L afayette, Sullivan
and other brothersof the mystic order and became an earnest worker in the craft. In connection with other
ex-officershewasingrumentd inorganizing alodge at Dearfield, and in honor of Generd Sullivanitwas
cdled Sullivan Lodge. Hewasthefirst Senior of thislodge, and afterwardsWorshipful Master. In
appearance Genera McClary wastal, commanding, well proportioned and prepossessing. Hemadeafine
appearanceasamilitary officer, either onfoot or in the saddle, which, with hisposition, means, and
hospitdity rendered him exceedingly popular. Hewasremarkably affable and engaging inhismanners,
interesting in conversation, graceful inhismove-ments, convivid inhishabits, generousand public-sairited, fond
of power, and when opposed displayed sometraitsnot recorded among the Christian graces. Hisacquaintance
and correspondencewasremarkably extensve, embracing many of the most distinguished men of the
country.

Hemarried, in 1779, Sally Dearborn, anintelligent, interesting and accomplished lady, daughter of Dr.
Dearborn of Northampton. They entertained company with styleand grace, and around their festive board
have been many happy meetingsof the prominent men of thetimes. They had fivechildren. Theoldest son,
John, bornin 1785, wasof great persona beauty. Hewasearly promoted to offices of trust,
Representative, Senator and aderkship at Washington. Hewaskilled by afaling building when but thirty-six
yearsof age. The second son, Andrew, bornin 1787, waswild and roving. He entered thearmy inthe War
of 1812 and served as Captain. Hemarried M ehitable Duncan of Concord, in 1813, and had onedaughter.
Shortly after hesalled for Cdcuttaand waslost at sea. General M cClary a so had three daughters. Theoldest,
Nancy Dearborn, bornin 1789, married Samud Lord of Portsmouth, whose ability and wealthiswell known.
Oneof hissons, Augustus, purchased alarge part of theold McClary estate. The second daughter, Elisabeth
Harvey, married Jonathan Steel e, alawyer from Peterboro. Thethird daughter, Mary, bornin 1794, married
Robert Parker and lived in Fitzwilliam.Generd McClary andwifebothlivedto old age. Hedied in 1825, aged 72,



andwasburied with hisancestorsin Epsom, wherereststhe dust of many heroic dead, whoselivesand deeds
arefast fading fromthememory of pass-ing generations.

WIDOWSPENS ON FOR THE
WIFE OF MICHAEL McCLARY

W17115 Cont. & N.H. Service

MCCLARY,MICHAEL

Sarah, widow

November 15, 1836 Sarah M cClary of Epsom, Merrimack County, New Hampshire, eighty-oneyearsof age,
deposed:

that sheisthewidow of Michael McClary, lateof Epsom, N.H., whowasaCaptaininthe Revolutionary War;
that soon after the battle of Lexington, in 1775, her husband "raised anumber of men and marchedto Boston;
wasinthebattleof Bunker Hill wherehisuncle, Mgor ANDREW MC CLARY, waskilled;"

that January 1, 1776, hewasappointed First Lieutenant in the Fifth regiment of foot commanded by Col. John
Stark, and was afterwardsmade aCaptain,

that her husband continued to serve as Captain until the spring or summer of 1779 when heresigned on account
of il hedlth" but with fixed determination of returning totheserviceshould hishedlth berestored;" thet hishedth
had been declining for sometimeprevioustother marriage;

that during hisservice, her husband wasat the capture of Burgoyne, and shebdievesat most of the battlesfought
intheNorthernand Middledtates,

that shewasmarried at North Hampton, N.H., by Rev. David Macclure, then Pastor of thechurchthere,
October 1, 1778, her maiden namebeing Sdly Dearborn; and lived with her father in North Hamptonwhile her
husband continued in service; but when heresigned, sheimmediately moved to Epsom, the place of her husband's
resdence, whichwasJuly 14, 1779;

andthat her husband died March 27, 1824.

SaahMcClary.

November 15, 1836 Jos ah Sanborn of Epsom, N.H., seventy-threeyearsof age, testified that helivedin Epsom
during the Revol utionary war and at that timewas"wel | acquainted with thelate Gen. Michael McClary of
Epsom;" knew that hewent to Bostonin 1775 asaEnsgn; served seven or eight months; thenenlisted for ayear;
andthenwasemployedto enlist menfor threeyearsfor thewar; that hewasin the expedition to Canada; wasa
the Surrender of Burgoyne; then joined Washington'sarmy and wasét the Baitleof Monmouth, etc.

Josah Sanborn.

October 20, 1834 Rev. Jonathan French of North Hampton, N.H., testified therecords of marriages, solemnized
by his"precessorsintheministry inthisplace, commencingintheyear 1767 areinhispossesson; and that he
findsamong theminthehandwriting of Rev. David Macd ure, thefollowing:

1778, October 1, Michael McClary of Epsomand Sdly Dearborn of North Hampton.



Jona. French, Pastor of the Churchin NorthHampton, N.H.

November 5, 1836 DAN WOODMAN of Rockingham County, N.H., eight-eight yearsof age, testified that he
joinedthearmy under Gen. Gatesat BemisHeightsin 1777 and M cClary wastherethen; remained withthearmy
except for afurlough, until thesummer of 1779.

HisMark

(Thecommissonof Michad McClary asFirgt Lieutenant in Col. John Stark'sFifth regiment of foot, sgned John
Hancock, President, dated January 1, 1776, isonfileinthe Department. BMD.)

(Thecommissonof Michad McClary asFirgt Lieutenant in Col. John Stark'sFifth regiment of foot, sgned John
Hancock, President, dated January 1, 1776, isonfileinthe Department. BMD.)

Clamalowed and Certificate 582, Concord, N.H. Agency, wasissued March 11, 1837, Act of July 4, 1836,
Section 3.

(Only Revolutionary Pendoner, named Michael McClary under any pdling of thenamefromany date.

Frommemorandumonfileit gppearsthat Sarah M cClary, eghty-four, waslivingin 1840 a Epsom, N.H., with
Jonathan Stedle. BMD.)

THE SERMON FOR thefuneral of JOHN McCLARY, son of
Michad McClary who died at theage of 36in 1821, by the
Reverend Mr. Jonathan Curtis.

A
SERMON,
PREACHED AT EPSOM, NEW HAMPSHIRE,
DECEMBER 17,1821
AT
THEFUNERAL
OFTHE
Hon. JohnMcClary
WHODIED DEC. 13, 1821
ATTHEAGEOFTHIRTY-SXYEARS

BY JONATHAN CURTIS A.M.



PASTOR OF THE CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH IN EPSOM
PREFACE

Itispresumed, that but few at the present time, who may read thisdiscourse, will need to beinformed of the
circumstancesof thedesth, which occasionedit. For theinformation of any, who may not know the
circumgtances, it may bewd | briefly to sate- that he, whose death ishere mentioned, wasengaged with othersin
assiginganeighbor intheraising of asmdl frame. A consderablefdl of snow during theafternoon, which,
towardseveningincreased to aviolent storm, doubtlessvery much tended to increasethedanger of the
undertaking. After thetwo broads deshad been rai sed, and the beamswere about being placed, thewholefell,
and produced theingtant degth, which occas oned thisdiscourse.

SERMON.
Matthew xxiv.44.

"THEREFORE BEYEALSOREADY; FORIN SUCHAN HOURASYETHINK NOT, THE SON OF
MAN COMETH."

Not ahigher, nobler object can begained by immorta man, than apreparednessto meet the scenes, which areto
openbeforehim. Fromthetime, whenwefirgt enter thethreshold of life, till wefind ourse vesbeholding the
reditiesof animmessurableeternity, moreand moremomentousarethe scenes, which open beforeus. Though, in
theworld, wemay find many blessngs; gill, onthewhole, wearetaught rather to expect tribulationfromit.
Sometimeswe hear theAlmighty speaking to us, and warning usto prepareto meet him asit werefrom behind
thehills, which conced hisinsupportableglory from our view, andin accentsmild and tender asafather. At other
times, hiswarning voi ce seemsbresking over our headsin soundsasoverwhelming, asif "saeventhundersuttered
their voices." Oneday the prospect before usmay beamost pleasant one; but when the next day showsusthe
scene, that wasbehind it, our eyesgrow dimat thesight; our grief isunutterable; our heartsfall withinus.
Afflictionsinthepresent world, adying hour, and ajudgment scene, dl must experience. If so, how important
must beareadiness, apreparation to meet such scenes?

Our blessed L ordin the context had been peaking to hisdisciplesupon thetrying, momentous scenes, which
werebeforethem. Thebeautiful, wedthy, but wicked city of Jerusdem must bedestroyed. Thedestructionwould
comesuddenly. It would resemblethecoming of Christ a thelast day for judgment. "' Asthelightning cometh out
of theeast, and shineth even unto thewest; so shall dso the coming of the Son of manbe.” Christ would not only
admonish hishearersto beready to fleefrom the destruction, which should comeupon Jerusdem; but heseems
asoby hislanguagedesirousof directing their mindsto acontemplation of hiscoming for judgment, and of his
coming at deeth; for, asthat wouldfix thelr character and Sate, it would bethe sameinitsresults, asif hethen
camefor judgment. Asaman would watch againgt the nightly depredationsof athief, sowould hehavedl tobein
readinessto meet hismessenger death, whowould often comeat themaost unexpected hour. " Thereforebeye
asoready: forinsuch an hour asyethink not, the Son of man cometh.”



| shdl endeavor,

|. To show what constitutes a readiness, or preparation for death; and
I1. That we are urged to such a readiness from the consideration, that our Lord may come at such an hour
as we think not.
Weinquire,
[11. What constitutes a readiness, or preparation for death.

| know therearethose, whothink al areready, or inastate of preparationfor death; who suppose, thet al are
happy, whenthey die. But do suchregard the plainimport of God'sWord?That sacred VVolume certainly teaches
asentiment directly theoppositeof this. That teachesthroughthewholetrain of it that mankind arenot naturdly in
adateof preparation for heaven; andthereforesurely notinastate of readinessfor deathinthesenseintendedin
thetext. That teaches, that preparation such, asistherein plainly described, must bemadeinthislife, or e
‘where Chrigt hasgone, thither we cannot come;* weshall not seelife; but thewrath of God must abideuponus.'
Tosay, that all are prepared for death and judgment, isto makeasolemnfarceof our Lord'sdescription of the
great separdting day inthe 25th of Matthew, when therighteousand wicked shdl enter their different worlds.
Suchacourseisvirtudly to renouncethe Bible. And whoishe, who can cadmly and deliberately renouncethe
Bible?or, whichisthesamething, set up hisown perverted reasonin oppositiontoit?L et it beremembered, thet,
if wediscard thescripturesasour guide, wehaveno guide. Yes, we are on adark, boisterous ocean, and haveno
guide; andissuchastatedesrable?But, if weprofessto recel vethe Scripturesasour guide, wecertainly ought to
bedirected bothin our belief and practiceby their plainingtructions. If wewould bedirected inthisgreat and
important concern of preparationfor death by the scriptures, weshall find themteaching us, that agreat change
must beprevioudy effectedinany and every heart. If you ask where such achangein thedispostion of theheart
isrequired, | would direct youtothewordsof our Lordinthe 3d chapter of John. " Verily, verily | say untothee,
Except aman, (not manindigtinctionformwoman or child, but manfor thewholespecies;) except amanbeborn
again, hecannot seethekingdom of God." Christ explained thisbirthto beaspiritua change. Itisbeing born of
thespirit. Thespirit of Godisdescribed asthegreat Agent inthe changein digposing the creaturevoluntarily and
cheerfully totakeoff hissupremelovefromtheworld, whereitisnaturdly placed, andfix it on God, withthis
supremeloveto God will dwayshbe connected atruerepentancefor sin, and afirm, operativefaithinour Lord
JesusChrig; afathwhich producesaChrigtianlife. For "faith," weareexpresdy told,** "without worksisdead.”
Itisgood for nothing.

Thisreadinessgpoken of inthetext seemstoimply, that weshould amat adegp and lively exerciseof Chrigtian
feding; that we should contempl ate degth not merdly ascertainly beforeus, but that we should striveto make
oursglvesfamiliar withit; that weshould fed oursdvestobetruly "srangersand pilgrimsontheearth;” that we
shouldfed sostrong alovefor our God and Savior and for heavenly and divinethings, that death may berather a
wel comemessenger than otherwise. He, who would dwayshbeready for hisdeparture, will not only seetoit, that
hissoul restson Chrigt by faith, andiskept habitualy inaheavenly frame; but hewill amasmuch aspossibleto
view himsdf apilgrimontheearth, and will consequently strivesoto manageand arrangehistempord concerns,
that, if heshdl besuddenly cdled away, no oneshdl experienceinjustice, or bemadeasufferer by hisdeparture.
But, though some Christiansmay bein astate of more perfect readinessto depart than others, yet dl aretruly
reedy, that is, their greet interest for eternity issecured, who have chosen Chrigt for theeverlasting portion of their
uls



[1. Weare urged to bein such readinessfrom the consideration, that our Lord may comeat such an hour aswe
think not.

Thisisthevery reason giveninthetext, why we should beinreadinessto meet our Lord, whenhecomestocall
for us, viz. 'becausein such an hour aswethink, not, the Son of man cometh.’ In the context also the sudden,
unexpected timeof our Lord'scomingto cal for usisdescribed by thenightly approach of athief; "But know this,
that if thegood man of the househad knowninwhat watch thethief would come, hewould havewatched, and
would not have suffered hishouseto bebrokenup.” If the househol der knew the particular hour of thethief's
approach, hemight with more propriety neglect towatch and preparetoresst himtill thetimeof hiscoming. But,
asheknew not thetime, theonly way to be safewastowatch dl night. Soinreferenceto our Lord'scomingto
cal usaway by deeth; theonly way to meet him safely and happily isto beawaysready.

Thesudden and unexpected timeof our Lord'scomingto cal for usistaught by theparableof thetenvirgins***
At midnight, themost unexpected season, the cry was made " Behol d, the Bridegroom cometh; goyeout and
meet him." They that wereready, you know, could goinwith himtothemarriage; but againg the unprepared"the
door wasshut." Vainwastheir cry, "Lord, Lord, opentous.” "Watch therefore," saysour Lord, "for yeknow
neither theday nor the hour wherein the Son of man cometh.” Jamessays, "'Yeknow not what shal beonthe
morrow: for what isyour life? It iseven avapour, that ppeareth for alittletime, and then vanishethaway.” But
need | multiply Scripturetestimony to proveto you, thet deathisliableto comeupon usat an unexpected hour?

| gpped tothetestimony of what your own eyeshave seen; to thesuddenly expiring groans, which your ownears
haveheard; andtothegrief, whichyour own heartshavefet, when bel oved friendshave suddenly bid you adieu.
Havebid you adieu?O no. Oftenthey havenot eventimefor that. Whileengaged with usinthebusy caresof life,
they seemto hear thesudden cry, " Thebridegroom cometh!” and inamoment they passaway fromus.

Toproveto your plainest senses, that desath may comeat an unexpected hour, | apped to what thisday
representstoyou. -- Why thisassembly heretoday? Thesolemn shroud beforeyoutellsthecause. -- "And may it
not be, that someoneliesdumbering there, who wasbornedown by theinfirmitiesand decay of threescoreyears
andten?' Itisnot thecase. He, that liesthereinthed eep of death, had been but thiry-six. ItisM'Clary, M'Clary
theyounger. It isthestrength and vigor of manhood, thet liesthere. " And canitbe," youask, "that thisishis
funerd ?that heisdead?' L ook and seefor yoursdaves. "But the countenance,” you say "isthesameasever.” Ah
true; but your handwill tell you thespiritisnot there. Thelately animated clay isnow cold. Heno longer accosts
youinthelanguageof friendship. Thelipsare seded in degth. Had any onethelast week told him or you, thet that
washislast week, who could have bdieved him?No oneindeed could havetold thiswithout asight at thebook
of God'sdecrees. Last Thursday, hewasin perfect hedlth; and, last Thursday, hewassuch asyou now seehim.
Onemoment, hewasin perfect hedlth, and, thenext, hewas such asyou now seehim. Isanythingmore
necessary, my hearers, to show you, that "'in such an hour asyethink not, the Son of man cometh?!

Now |et reason say whether the consideration, that our Lord may call for usunexpectedly, should not exciteusto
beimmediatdy and dwaysready. Wereyou about to take avoyage to somedistant country, and knew, that the
shipmight sall away at any hour, what would beyour conduct?Why youwould say, "1 must beimmediately and
constantly ready.” Supposethewretched murderer,**** now awaiting theexecution of hissentenceat Amhers,
had been condemned, but informed of no particular timefor hisexecution;--theofficer might cdl himtothe
gdlowsa any hour; and what would beyour adviceto him?Youwould say to him, "Beinimmediatereadinessto
meet your God; for you know not but that the next hour may beyour last. Heefor your life, your immortd life; flee
for your soul'ssaketotheonly Savior of snners. At thefootstool of mercy humbly and earnestly seek for the
pardon of your Sins. Bring your guilty soul tothefountain of aSavior'sblood, that it may therebedeansed and



purified. Thisimmediatdly prepareto meet your God, for you know not thetime, whenhecometh.”--Now isnot
suchexactly thecondition of al mankind?For sndl must dieatempora desth; and weknow not thetimewhen.
But thefuture consequencesof Snmay beavoided by embracing thepprovisonsof thegospd; by faithinthe
atonement of Chrigt. But these must be embraced beforethehour of desth; for then'asthetreefdleth, soit
lieth.***** Then'he, that isfilthy, will befilthy sill; and therighteous, righteousdtill."What more powerful reason
can begiven, why we should beready for the coming of our L ord, than becauseweknow not thetimewhen?

Though my businessisnot somuchwiththedead aswiththeliving; dill thereweretraitsof character inhim, who
isgone, which may well berecalled andimitated by theliving--Asason and brother, hewasdutiful, kind, and
affectionate; --asafriend and acquaintance, (and heformed acquaintancesprobably inamost every sateinthe
union.) hewascourteous, affable, and unassuming.--1 may undoubtly affirm, that hewasone, who much regarded
what proceeded from hislips. Hewasone, who held asacred regard to truthinal hisconversation. | never knew
that he abused the use of speech, asmany do, in profanelanguage.--Though, for oneof hisyears, hehad been
much engaged in public business, yet hewasvery far fromwishing to climb to honorabl e stations, asmany do,
over thedefamed charactersof themore deserving than themsdaves. Modest and unassuming himsdlf, he
gppearedtobewilling, that dl should possessthat respect, which properly belongsto them; whichtdentsand
worth deserve. Sander and detraction wereentirely foreignfromhisfedings. Amids dl the contentions, which
exiginsociety, (and hewitnessed too many of them.) | never heard that John M'Clary ever said anythingtothe
disadvantageof any one."Yes" latdly observed ajudiciousmantome, “though | have heard dander and abuse
carriedtothehighest pitchin hispresence; yet | never heard aword of thekind from him; but it appeared to affect
himdisagreesbly." | haveno doult, that discord and contentionwerevery abhorrent to hisfedings. Hewas
benevolent and pitiful to the poor and afflicted. He could sympathizein the sufferingsof others--Theseagreegble
traitsof hischaracter may well beremembered and imitated. But neither friendship, nor wedlth, nor honors, nor
firmhedlth, could preservehim fromthearrest of desth, asudden death; for God gavethe summons, which must
be obeyed. It becomesmenot to dwel | upon the dead. Hehasgone; hehasdonewiththeworld; awise, holy,
and sovereign God cdlled him away; andinthehands of God let usleave him, whilewe, who survive, endeavor to
recaiveprofit fromhissudden, disressngremoval.

Wemay well concelvethat thetrid of the parentsand family, of which the deceased was so latdly amember, must
bevery great. Toloseasoninthevigor of manhood, an only son, towhom the parentswerelooking for aidd and
comfortinthear declining years, whenthey wishto beretiring fromthebus nessand caresof theworld, must beno
ordinary trid. How unexpected isthe scene, afflicted parents, which God's providence had now opened before
you! Your ca culationshad doubtlessbeen, that thisyour sonwould continuemoreand moreto rdieveyoufrom
thecareand perplexity of business, asyour advancing age should bring infirmitiesand decrepitude upon you; --
that heshould attend your calsaround your bed, and shorten thewearisomehoursof your last Sckness, and
findly attend aparent'sremainsto thegrave. But how changed the scene! How liableto disgppointment aredll
human caculationd Theparentsyet live; and thesonisgone. Thefegblestock remainsgtill tobleed, wherean
important limb hasbeen cut off.

Thechildrenhad dso certainly expected that their brother would attend themlonginlifetorgoiceinther joys,
and sympathizeinther sorrows. But hehasbeen suddenly taken, and you areleft. How far above, and different
from, our waysarethewaysof theAlmighty! Hedoesshow, that our cdculationsareinvain, unlessthey agree
with his. God hasshown you, my friend, and hedoesshow usdl, that heisaholy sovereign. Hewill dowhat he
will with hisown. God hasdone nowrong, though hehascaledyoutoagreat trid. | canwell concelve, that the
burdenof grief for dl thebereaved family and friendsmust bevery great. But, my friends, thereissolid comfort,
whichmay befdtinthemidst of grief. Thereissupport and consolationfor parentsintheir old age, better thanthe
kindest son could ever give. O, &fflicted parents, let that support and consolation be sought by you. Itisnot



beneath theangd sof light to hover around thethroneof their Father God, and from himreceivetheir highest
satisfaction. How suitablethen for hishumbler, lessdeserving children ontheearth to hover around thelr Father's
throne, and to seek protection and comfort thence, whenthebillowsof troubleroar around them?

Letthechildren, intheir affliction, remember that the Friend, that isnearer than abrother; that can consolethem,
whenabrother'scounsd andfriendshipfail. Bereaved friends, dl of you, beingtructed by thisevent tolook far
away fromthisworldfor durable peaceand happiness. Another such event your family may probably never
witness. A warning soloud and solemn asthisyou will probably never againwill hear. O shdl not, must not thisbe
improved your saying, your everlasting benefit?If thisevent doesnot |ead your mindsto another and abetter
world, toareadinessto meet your Lord at hiscoming; pray what canyou expect will ?What effect thisevent will
finaly produceuponyou, | know not; but thedl-wise Jehovah knows, and eternity will show. My eernest desire
is, that you may find ablessing connected with thistrying dispensation; and that you may have abundant reasonto
say heresfter withtheholy man, "Itisgood for me, that | havebeen afflicted.” ****** Toamerciful God, &fflicted
friends, | commendyou, andin hishandsl leaveyou.

Asl amadmonished by thissudden degth, that | may never have another opportunity, --you or | may bein
eternity beforeit arrives, | must addressafew wordsto those, who wereengaged with the deceased inthe
undertaking of thet fatal, solemn afternoon; an afternoon, when eventhestormitsdf could dmaost howl insounds
of woe. --When onein battleseeshisfelow fdl by hissde, whilehisownlifeisspared, the providenceisvery
impressiveand solemn. But thereyou thought of no great danger. Where, O where can you then be, my friends,
whereyou areout of danger?\Washesingled out, becausethegreatest Snner there? 1t isnot for meto answer.
But hear what our Savior saysinasmilar case. " Thosee ghteen uponwhomthetower in Sloamfdl, anddew
them, think yethat they weresnnersaboved| menthat dweltin Jerusdem?| tll you, nay: but, except yerepent,
yeshdl dl likewiseperish."******** You may not dieby asudden death. Youmay livealifeof worldly pleasure,
andgradudly snk intothegrave; but expect you repent, you must perish heresfter. You haveseen onetakenina
moment fromyour side; and you areleft. And why hetaken and youleft? God only knows. It may be, that some
of youmay beexcited by thissolemn event to apreparation to meet your God. | say someof you; will not, must
not al of you bethusprepared?A most solemn scene, my fellow travelersfor eternity, hasbeen beforeyou. | do
not expect that those, whowerethere, will easily forget it; but my great desireis, that they might profit fromit. My
friends, if youdo not profit fromthis, canyou hardly expect to profit from any thing?Would onefrom thedead
persuadeyou to repentance’? Coul d those sedl ed |ips be once more opened, woul d they not preach repentanceto
you?Would not thelanguagebe, " Prepare, friends, to meet your God? Beready, for you know not whentheson
of mancometh?'

Itishopedthat dl thispeople, and dl acquainted with the deceased, will seefromthisevent whét lifeis, what the
worldis; may makeit their great concernto seewheat truereligionis, and to be possessed of it, --not merely
twenty yearshence, but now.

Thissudden and solemn event should beimproved by dl present thisday. | anreminded by it, that | may never
have, and probably shal not have, another opportunity of warningal present, till the Son of manshdl comenot
only at death, but for judgment. Asthough it werethelast time, et methen, brethren, warn eech and dll of you"to
fleefromthewrathto come." Thisvery expresson of Scriptureshows, thet thereiswrath to befled from; and that
itwill certainly comeuponthoseto theuttermost, who do not timely fleeto Chrigt, theonly refuge, theonly hiding
placefromthestorm and thetempest. Heethisday tothecity of refuge. Heethisday fromaland of famine, a
land of distressand dangers, asdid thehumbleprodigd, to your heavenly Father'sarms, that thereyou may be
safe. Hee, | say, thisday, for tomorrow may beeternity toyou. Flee, thisday, for you may never hear thewarning

again.
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