HISTORY OF THE McCLARY CEMETERY

and the early settlement of Epsom Center
Program for the Epsom Historical Association, Sept. 24, 2006

It wasApril 15", 1855, and thetemperature went above freezing making theroadsvery muddy withthe
run-off of thehuge snow driftsstill piled high along the highway. 1t wasfour and ahaf hoursto makethe
journey from Stafford, through Northwood, to Epsom with thewagon, horse, alarge heavy trunk and two
passengers. On board were the Reverend Enoch Hayes Place and hisson David Marks Place, the
Reverend having been summoned to Epsomto hel pin attending thefuneral servicesof aprominent town
citizen. They reached the house of Ephraim Locke Jr. wherethey put up for thenight and final touchesfor
hispart of the serviceswere undoubtedly worked on. It was one of two partingsthe Reverend would take
part inthe next day.

The route by the funeral through Sab City to the Free Wil Church and up to the McClary Cemetery

Themorning waslikely hectic, but it was not |ong before the Reverend was at the home of the deceased,
Deacon Ephraim Locke Sr., and there began to comfort thewidow. A procession was formed under the
supervision of General Benjamin L. Locke, and theslow trip to the Free Will Baptist Church began. Asit
passed General Locke' stavern (later Knowles' sstore), it stopped briefly so the Reverend’sson David
couldwait for the stage to begin histrip to Boston to seek hisfortune. Reverend Place said hisgoodbyes,
and the procession continued to the services.

Thetwenty-year-old church wasfilled to capacity with additiona chairsbeing brought intotheaides. The
servicewasrather unique. Pallbearersincluded two Congregationa Ministersand two freewill ministers.
With the services concluded, the body wasmoved amileand ahalf to the cemetery intheold villageand
ladtorest. Thesite of theold village and cemetery must have been most reverent that day. Snow covering
the ground reveal ed only the upper portionsand tops of the many grave and field stones; and the empty
spacewhereonly 5 yearsearlier the old meeting house once stood, must of still looked odd to many of the



participants. The Deacon, whowasbornin 1783, saw many such changesin Epsom, and wasinstrumenta
inmuch of it. He, likethe many people gathered thereto say farewell, had to have knowledge of those
earliertimes.

in 1823 by Rev. Jonathan Curtis. The next did not appear until about 1886
and waswritten by John Dolbeer, and remainsthe most extensive history
todate. John Mark Moseswrote several articlesabout the early settlers,
and another titled“ The First Church of Epsom.” A few yearslater, for the
Bicentennia, LoellaBunker wrotethe* Historical Sketch of Epsom, NH.”
In morerecent times, shorter paperswerewritten for presentationsto
meetingsof the Historical Association by suchtowns' peopleas Gilbert
Knowles, and the volumesof Epsom History compiled by Phil Yeaton.
Monumentslocated in severa placeshere on Center Hill werethework of
the Epsom Centre Historical club and the Epsom Women’sclub. Most of
these histories are based on the old town records, now residing at the NH
Archivesin Concord; the early Church Recordsresiding at theNH
. Historical Society; and assorted papers, some of personal recollections
~ ' writtenby |locd residentsthroughout theyears, including those of George
H. Yeaton. Evenwith dl of this, no accurate portrayal of theearly town
exists—and though many of the early historieshint at someinformation that could shed light on what the
early town center looked like, they either omitted it, or did not follow up to make amore compl ete view.
George H. Yeaton began to suspect thiswasthe case, questioning some of the early views about this
specific spot, the M cClary Cemetery and town center. Using al the aforementioned information, including a
re-reading of the old town records, and researching deeds, at |east adightly more accurate account and
picture of the early settlement emerges. By no meansthe definitive history, astoo much early history islost
forever, thefollowing description and presentation isoffered.

: E Thereareonly afew historieswritten about those early times. Thefirst was

Thetownwasincorporatedin 1727 to theinhabitants of Newcastle, Greenland and the Parish of Rye. Just
about ayear prior to theincorporation, the Parish of Ryewas established, being before that aportion of
Newcastle. Committeeswereformed to survey thetown, and to establish | ots, their size depending onthe
rate of tax that theresidents of thethreetownshad paid in 1723. Theearly proprietorsa so weretoinclude
inthe survey 20 homelots, which wereto be settled within four years, and locationsfor ahouse of worship,
parsonage, and aschool. All thiswas dependent upon peace with the Indians, with an extension of an
additiona four yearsto beadded if hostilitiesbroke out. The survey having been completed, acommittee
wasformed to layout thetown center at ameeting held in Ryein January of 1729. Failure of membersof the
town to contribute their shareto the expense of laying out thetown delayed its happening until 1732, with
30 additional acresbeing added in thetown to those who would draw for the 20 original homelots. In June
of that year, thelotswere drawn and atown book was bought in which to enter therecords. Inthefall the
town wasdivided into four ranges and voted that there be built ameeting-house of thirty foot long and
twenty-four feet wide, immediately built at the charge of the Proprietors, and that Mr. JoshuaBrackett, Mr.
William Lock & TheodoreAtkinson, Esg., beacommitteeto agreefor the samewith any person or
personsshall do it soonest and cheapest. Two months|later, November 9, 1732, theresidents of thethree
townsdrew for their lots, 128 inall.

It had to be abusy time. Twenty people had to settlethe homelots, land had to be cleared, aroad built, and
amestinghouse had to be erected. William L ocke was paid thirty-seven poundsfive shillingsfor building the



meetinghouse asper hisrecel pts, and the new road from the meetinghouse downward to Nottingham was
named East Street. Town officerswere elected, and many of theinhabitants of Newcastle, Greenland and
Ryebegan to check out their new properties. In so doing, CharlesM cCoy wasalready discoveredlivingin
town. A former resident of Londonderry and Chester, he had made hisway into the bounds of Epsom,
settled and wasraising afamily. Ashewasnot aresident of thethreetownswho drew for lots, hewas
warned out of town by constable Paul Chapman. McCoy later purchased |and on Sanborn’shill and
remained one of thetown’searly, if not earliest, settlers.

With the meetinghouse and East Street in place by 1733, the 20 homel ots began to beinhabited; the
proprietorsdivided land inthefour rangesamong the 128 peoplewho drew lots. The proprietors of
Canterbury were given permissionto lay out aroad through thetown, and things appeared to be underway
to establish the new town. Land was purchased and sold, much of it without record. TheMcClary’shad a
blockhousebuilt by 1736 and asawmill was established. It isknown that by 1740 that George Wallace,
Andrew McClary, CharlesMcCoy, William Blake and Samuel Blakewere settled in town. John Blake had
asonWilliam bornin Epsom, March 31, 1741, said to bethefirst white male bornin town —though his
obituary recently found, says hewasthe second:. A proprietors meeting was held at the meetinghouse May
4, 1743, and was quickly adjourned to the second Wednesday in June. In 1744, Canterbury waslooking to
build abridgeontheir road over the Suncook River.

Thingshowever were not running smoothly. Some peoplewereto be prosecuted for trespass, illegally
acquiring land; therewasalawsuit pending against a Capt. Joseph L ocke and the proprietors; on Junethe
8" 1743, Deacon William Lock & John Dolbeer appeared at the annual meeting in Epsom and madea
demand in behalf of those personsthat have been deprived their rightsin Epsom. For several yearsthe
proprietorsvoted to raisemoney for aminister, but nonewas hired. A petitionto thelegidature produced an
act by them for additional powersto raisemoney ‘ that they were not Enabled to proceed in the Settlement
of their Township so Effectually asthey might do for want of sufficient powers for thenext fiveyears. This
did not help asthe Indian Warsvirtualy halted progress.

Thevarioustown historiestell theta esof Sergt. Blakesfriendly encounters
with the Indiansand the capture of CharlesMcCoy’swifelsabella. McCoy
petitioned the Governor for aid, and 27 men were sent to scout for the
Indians, but they were not found. Thetown garrison ontheday of the
abduction wasempty, what resdentswere around were already at
Nottingham, including theyounger McCoy children. Thelndianthreat was
far lessinthewinter than inthewarmer months. From 1744 to 1750 the
scant popul ation may haveonly spent short periodsof timeintown. Itis
known that the M cClary’ swereliving back in Nottingham during the summer
of 1744, and other families certainly could havefollowed suit. Proprietors

meetingsfrom 1744 through 1750 were held out of town. "& S S gt e
Indeed after the capture of IsabellaM cCoy it may have been that only four

familieswere present?; McCoy’s, Captain McClary’s, George Wallace's, and |sabellaMcCoy
Lieutenant Blake's. Thelndiansmade sporadic visitsafter her capture, at one Monument

timekilling one ox in each yoke, and cutting out thetongues of the others.
Thefour ox teamsintownwherethose of thefamiliesjust mentioned.

The proprietor’ smeeting held in Ryein 1750 formed acommitteeto check the progressand seeif the
ownersof thehomelotshad * fulfilled according to the Charter and agreement.” Thereisno record of the



report, but it couldn’t have been very uplifting. The
majority of the next decades annua meetingsof the
proprietorswhereheld at ‘ thehome of Andrew
McClary, Inn keeper. What fate met thefirst
meetinghouseisnot known—it must havebeena
fairly crudestructurethat fell into disrepair, or
perhapsbecameacasudlty of thelndianwar, inany
event, it seemsto have disappeared during thistime.
Thereislittleintheway of minutesduring that period,
butitisknownthatin 1751, it wasagain discussed to
raise money for theteaching of thegospel. Thishad
to beaperiod of somegrowth, and new familiesarrived, such asthe Marden’s, Barton’sand Libbey’s—but
the names of the selectmen during thistime period still reflect the earliest settlers—McClary’ sand Blakes.
By 1761 therewere 22 dwelling houses, 77 acres of improved and pastureland, 19 horses, 57 cowsand
40 oxen. At thissametimewere operating onegrist mill and one saw mill —two thingswhich probably
contributed much to the growth of the town during the decade of the 1750'sand beyond. Still, therewasno
school and no minister —and thefirst meetinghouse had not been replaced. Money wastight, asthe mgority
of thetown wasin the hands of non-residents, and the burden to build town structures could not be
sustained by the 36 inhabitants. Thelegidature cametotheir aid and gave them extrataxing power for the
nextfiveyears.

Juneof 1761, the proprietorsvoted to build a
housefor aminigter if the Reverend John
Tucke accepted the call —andtofind asitefor
ameetinghouse. Tuckedid accept thecall,
and for whatever reason, bought theland and
built hisown house. ThetowninAugust of
that sameyear voted “ that the meetinghouse
shall stand onthe samelot wheretheold
meetinghouseformerly stood, at or near the
Burying place”. Thisonelineintheoldtown
booksisof rea significance. Thislineappears
inamost every early history of thetown, yet
noneof them acknowl edged that thiswould Rev. Tuck's home, later known as the old tavern
be the second meetinghouse constructed,

contrary to the plaque erected hereonthesite

proclamingitthefirgt. Thelineasoisthefirst mention of acentral cemetery at Epsom center. Money was
again anissue, and the actual erecting of anew meetinghousewasde ayed. It also would indicate that the
burying place may have been used for sometime. It hasbeen generally accepted that thefirst burial there
wasin 1761 on thereported death of William Blazo, but thisone burial would not necessarily constitutea
cemetery, and asthe sitewas used by thetown since thefirst meetinghouse was erected there, it would
seemvery likely that therewoul d have been additional burialsbefore 1761. Thereisno record of desths
prior tothat time, so it remains speculation.

Thefollowing petition was sent to the Governor, and contained alist of thesigners, giving usagood
indicationwhotheresdentswereat thetime.



1762, June 24 - Citizens of thetown petition the Governor to restore previousyears

taxesasthey are* not ableto build ameetinghouse; that our Minister isobliged to Preachin someof our
Dwelling houses - John McClary, George Wallace, Nathan Marden, John Blake, Ephraim Locke, Reuben
Sanborn Jr., Eliphal et Sanborn, Reuben Sanborn, JamesWood, Abraham Libbey, Abraham Wallace,
Benjamin Blake, ThomasBlake, | saac Libbey, Isaac Libbey Jr., Reuben Libbey, AmosBlazo, Samuel
Bickford, Samuel Blake, ThomasHaines, John Blazo, Ephraim Berry, William Blake, Benson Ham, John
McGaffey, Andrew McClary, Abner Evans.

Thelist of namesgivesusapretty good indication that the main popul ation remained on Center Hill, and
stretched down towards Slab City and Black Hall Road. Finally, inApril of 1764, afew yearsafter Rev.
Tuckewas hired and preached in private homes, it wasfinally voted that ameetinghouseto be built in
Epsom, thelength fifty feet and the breadth forty feet. By thefall of the next year, the church records
indicatethat the new meetinghousewasfinaly inuse. In Juneof 1765 thelocation for aschool wasdecided,
using the school ot acrossfrom the meetinghouse, and the project was put out to auction and bid off to
Ensign McGeffey. By April of 1766, the school had been constructed, and the beginnings of atruetown
center werewe | underway. May 1, 1769, inameeting at the schoolhouse * voted that the Burying ground
befenced in order to defend it from being exposed' . Though voted, it does not appear asthoughit was
fenced at that time.

Thereisno document or illustration that showsthe exact |ocation of the meetinghouse. We arefortunatethat
Mary L. Cassdelivered an addressat the 1901 Old Home Day gathering, and that text remains. Itisinthis
description that welearn something about the structure.

It was a large sgquare building with three outside doors — one facing the South, the front door; one on
the East and another on the West; each of these doors entered directly into the meeting room; no
entriesor halls.

Awalk or aisle led directly from the front door to the pulpit stairs. There were several steps up into
the pulpit, which was enclosed by a partition so high that when the minister was sitting down he
could not be seen by anyone upon the floor.

Over the pulpit was the sounding board, asit was called; a sort of canopy attached to the ceiling by
aslender rod.

There was a large gallery upon three sides, which was reached by two flights of stairs. A row of pews
was built against the wall, while in front of the gallery over the front door and opposite the pulpit
were the singer’s seats.

Upon the East side of the gallery was a long seat where the young women and girls sat, called the
girls seat and upon the West side was the boys seat.

There were no conveniences for a fire in the old meetinghouse and in the Winter the services were
held in the vestry where there was a fire.

The young women and girls usually went out for a stroll in the graveyard just back of the church if
the weather was favorable and then over to squire Merrill’s shed to get a drink of cold water from
the deep well.



The older men usually remained in the house but the younger men and boys took their dinners out
doors and either on the doorsteps or out on the common in groups, ate their lunch and enjoyed
themsel ves.

In researching deedsfor thisarea, none of them ever mention the meetinghouse or thelot for bounds. They
do, however, sometimes mention the burial ground. Using Mary Cass sdescriptionasaguide, it would
appear you could walk out the door immediately into the graveyard. Though the bounds of the cemetery
have changed somewhat over theyearsby fencesand roads, it would indicate that the structurewaswithin
the boundsof the burying ground itself. Thiswould be acommon practiceto have old graves surrounding an
old meetinghouse, and wasthe case here. Oncethe building wasremoved, certainly someof the stones
wererearranged to fill someof that space, and new oneslikely added.

Thetown held itsannua meetings sometimes at the meetinghouse and sometimesat the schoolhouse, and
continued to vote money for both. The censusof 1773 givesagood indication of the population and how it
had grown from 36 pollsjust 13 yearsearlier.

Unmarried Menfrom16to 60 18

Married Menfrom 16 to 60 53
Boys 16 yearsand younger 86
Men 60 yearsand upwards 1
Femdesunmarried 109
FemalesMarried 53
Widows 4
MaeSaves 1
FemaeSaves 1
TOTAL 327

Therelationship between Rev. Tuck and some membersof thetown became strained, and he was dismissed
by votein Juneof 1774 and it was voted that the Meetinghouse shall be shut up till thetown seescourseto
openthesaid houseagain.. No immedi ate successor was named, and using the meetinghousefor itsannua
meetings, thetown set about storing armsin the event of revolution, and building roadsfor therapid
expangon of thetown. Themilitiaof thetown answered thecall to armsfollowing Concord and Lexington,
and Andrew McClary and William McCirillisdied at Bunker Hill; Andrew McGaffey and Weymouth
Wallace, wounded. Rev. Tuck remained with hisfamily in Epsom following hisbeing dismissed, living at his
home, what waslater known astheold tavern. Heleft to serve asaRevol utionary chaplain when struck by
illnessand died inrouteto Albany in February of 1777. Thetown, focused on thewar and low of funds,
refused funding for anew pastor and for furthering educationin 1775. In 1779 apetitionwasfiledtocall a
meeting “to determinewhat they shall do respecting adifference subsisting (?) between Col. McClary, Dea.
Marden & DeaconWallace and any othersthat may be concerned with them - & thetown concerning the
shutting up of the meeting house after the dismission of thelate Rev. Mr. Tucke and what proposal thetown
will makein order toareconciliation” —all in part to prepareto hireanew minister. The matter wasleft to
be settled * among men’, no minister was hired, and the school not supported. It was not until 1784 that Rev.
Ebenezer Hazeltine accepted acall to cometo Epsom to preach, and along with it came anew parsonage,
theland being taken off the present school lot. The office of sexton was added so that therewas acaretaker
of the meetinghousekey and in 1786 therewasinthewarrant an article to repair the meetinghouse
windowsandfinish theinsdeof said houseimmediately’. Thejob of sexton wasfurther definedin 1788to
‘the care of the meetinghouse key, christening basin, sweeping the meetinghouse onceamonth and shoveling
the snow from the doors of the Meetinghouse.” March 21, 1787, at the annual meeting it was* voted bid out
the building of the Burying ground fenceat public vendueto thelowest bidder and should therebe



undertaken neglect to perform the Selectmen shall
proceed to build said fence at the expense of the
person who bid off the same. Bid off to Francis
Lock to bedoneby thelast day of Junenext. It
would appear to have not been built, asin August
of 1791, inthetown warrant for that year, it asks
tofencetheburying yardin Epsomwith stone

ot RS wall and that said be built 2 vafeet thick a the
- S bottom and 4 feet high and VVoted the said
Theoriginal parsonage built for Rev. Ebenezer buryingyard be 15rodsinfront and elevenrods

Hazeltine and later bought by Rev. Jonathan Curtis.  Pack. Itwasdefeated. March 13, 1810, ‘voted
that the Selectmen be and they are hereby

authorized and directed to repair and build a
decent fence around the burying yard the present year.’
Alsoof noteisthat in 1790 Francis L ocke was el ected pound keeper, the pound having been built near the
schoolhouse and parsonage. In 1795 it was voted that any person or personsmay movethe poundin
Epsom further back on the parsonagelot so that the front thereof may stand parallel with thewall back of
the school house, provided it be placed and underpinned aswell asitisnow and without any expenseto the
town. Thisareanow includesthe cemetery, meetinghouse, parsonage, schoolhouse, town pound, and the
common. In 1808 the pound was moved to Slab City by awarrant article and gave thefollowing
description - To seewhat method the town will adopt to erect apound for the use of said town. Voted that
apound be erected on Capt. Samuel L ocke'sland near the house Reuben L ockelately occupied onthe
turnpike road; that the pound for the use of thetown be built of stone, thirty feet squarewithinsdeat the
bottom and four feet thick at the bottom; and two feet at thetop, and six feet high of stonewith acap of
yellow pine8inchesby 10inchesfree of sap.

On November 10, 1813, the Reverend Ebenezer Hazeltine died, and was buried
intheMcClary cemetery. Prior to hisdeath, dissentionintown started to
develop over those citizenswho patronized other churches, and still were
required to pay tax to support the churchin Epsom. David Dickey stated that he
still belonged to achurchin Chester, though he had not lived there many years,
and hewasstill required to pay thetax. Therecordsshow lettersto the
selectmen of Epsom peoplewhojoined the FreeWill Churchin Pittsfield,
including SylvanusM oses, Richard Rand, Jonathan Knowles, Samuel Hutchings,
Samuel Locke, Simeon L ocke, and John Page. Following the death of Rev.
Hazeltine, the town was asked to accept Jonathan Curtisasthe new minister. It
was defeated, and as aconsequence, the Congregationa Society of Epsomwas
formed, and it hired Reverend Curtis, and he acceptsin January of 1815. He preached at the meetinghouse,
but theinfluence of other religions continued to increase, and the Congregationalistsfound themselves
meeting more often in the school house than the meetinghouse, which was being supplied with ministersof
other faithson aregular basis. The Congregationalists built their own new building near the old home of Rev.
Tuck, then belonging to Simon Ames Heath, and called thevestry. It wasfirst used July 29", 1821. It was
used for winter servicesand wasalittle more comfortable asit had astove. Thelower story wasused as
horseshedsand we aretold that the horses shivered down bel ow whiletheworshippersshiveredinthe
roomabove.*




Porstmouth Journal, December 22, 1821 — In Epsom, John McClary Esg.
aged 37, son of Michagl McClary, Marsha of thisDistrict. The deceased was
killed, dmost ingtantly, by thefall of apieceof timber from theframe of ashed
under which hewasstanding. From hisearliest youth he possessedina
remarkable degreethe affection of hisfriends, and the confidenceof his
fellow-citizens. Hewasrepeatedly el ected arepresentativefrom hisnative
townintheLegidatureof this State, and two yearsago hewaschosen a
Senator, by thefourth district. Thekindnessof hismanners, thefrankness of
histemper, and the uprighness of hisconduct will not soon be effaced fromthe
memory of thosewho knew him.

Honorable John McClary isburiedinthe McClary Cemetery, thefunera by
Rev. Jonathan Curtis, thetext of whichisintheholdingsof theNH Historical
Society.

Thetown and the Congregational Society have differencesto settle. The Society ownsthe pewsinthe
meetinghouse, yet they seldom meet there. The parsonageissold to the Reverend Mr. Curtis, and afund
fromitssaleissplit between thedifferent religiousaffilitations. Besdesdl of this, thereistroublebrewing
amongst the Congregationali ststhemsealves. Arthur Caverno, ateacher intown, organizesthe* freewillers
and they officially becomethe Epsom Free Will Baptist Church. By March of 1824, the problemswithinthe
Congregational Society reached their peak. It started with the death of Cato Fisk, aman of color who
worked thetoll road gate. The story isrelated to usin aletter from Enoch Eastman to the Suncook Valley
Times, towhich hewitnessed first hand.

“Soon after this the patriarch Cato went dead, and was quietly buried in the graveyard back of the
meetinghouse, where he and the Rev. Mr. Hazelton still repose, without a chiseled slab to tell of the
spot.

The next week Gen. McClary died, the funeral service was held in the old meetinghouse. People
came from afar. Large delegations from Concord and Pittsfield were there. Mr. Curtis preached the
funeral sermon fromthe singular text “ Without any order.” | was but a boy, scarcely in my teens, but
| remember it well. The thread of the discourse was that all without any order go to the grave; the
rich, the poor, the young, the old, the high, the low.

“The grave is the common lot of all. All go down on one common level in the grave. Last week the
poor African, to-day Gen. McClary.” And as he came near the close, the speaker said it was
customary to extol the dead, but he could not do so. “ You all knew the deceased. If | should speak of
his patriotism you all know that. Should | tell you he was at the battle of Bunker Hill, so also was the
poor African who died last week He closed by reading that beautiful hymn of Dr. Watts, two lines of
which ran thus: The true, the wise, the reverend head Must lie aslow as ours.

Probably no funeral sermon in New Hampshire ever created such an excitement. The Concord people
said they guessed the speaker remembered the Turkey, and | expect he did.

The result was, figuratively speaking, that Gen. McClary rolled over in his coffin. A division soon
sprang up in the church and society, and Mr. Curtis soon after left Epsom and went to Hanover in
Mass., and from there to Pittsfield.”

On January 1% of 1825, the Reverend Mr. Jonathan Curtiswas dismissed. Hecontinued tolive at the
parsonage with hisfamily and father. Hisfather passed away July 11, 1826, hewasalL ieutenant, and early
engaged intherevolutionary strugglefor liberty —was one of the minutemen, and of thearmy that invested
Boston after the battle of Lexington. Heisburied inthe McClary Cemetery.®



InLowell, MA, November 239, Mrs. Martha Jenness, aged 27,wife
of Mr. Jonathan Jenness, formery of Rye, and daughter of Mr. Daniel
Philbrick (Jr.) of Epsom, having endured apulmonary disease of about
nineyears (died). About two years since she became amember of the
Free Baptist Churchin Epsom; but Providence saw fit to dismissher
from her membership there by her death, and wetrust to unite her with
the Church triumphant in heaven. During her confinement shewould
often expressadesireto go hence and bewith Christ, whichwasfar
better than to be here—yet sometimesfearful would offend by being
too anxiousfor her departure. She hasleft alargecircleof friendsand
acquintanceto mourn their loss; but they mourn not asthosewho have
no hope of thewelfare of their departed rel atives. She gaveaconsoling
evidenceto her friendsand those who visited her occasionally, that her
work was doneand well done.*®

Her body wasbrought back from Lowell to her father’sin Epsom for
burial hereat the old burying place and marked withasmpleengraved
fieldstone.

A= . % Thingsdid not changemuch for the next
="l 5
b o fﬂbi? K‘V decade. The Congregationaistswere meseting
“5;‘ occassionally inthemeetinghouseandintheir
e

vestry. The Free Will Baptistscontinued to
grow, and by September of 1834, built and
weremeetingintheir new facility near the
entrance of Black Hall Road and the turnpike.
Thisalowed the Congregationa Society back
into themeetinghouse onaregular basis.
Another decade passed, and the
Congregationa Society findly rdinquishedits
The Congregational Meeting house dedicated useof thevestry and themeetinghousein favor
January 1, 1846 of itsnew meetinghousein Slab City onland
giventhem by Robert Knox. They dedicated
their new facility January 1, 1846. Thisleft use
of the meetinghousefor town purposesonly, and it must of beguntofall indisrepair. Mary L. Cassin her
description mentionsthat the entire building was devoid of paintinsideand out. Thetown votedin 1796
‘that the outsi de of the meetinghouse berepaired by clapboarding and shingling the present season.” In
1816 they voted that the Sel ectmen are authori zed and empowered to make sale of the privilegefor pewsat
public auction in conformity to avote of thetown passed the 25" day of December last and appropriatethe
money for repairing the meetinghouse and that same year at the meetinghouse, therewasthisinthewarrant:
To seeif thetown will authorizethe erection or building of porchesand asteeple of cupolato the
meetinghousein Epsom. It wasvoted that thisarticle be dismissed. In 1825 Jonathan A. Knowles proposed
anew town meetinghouse be built, and it wasrej ected. Whether therewerefurther repairsisunknown as
therearefew town recordsduring this period. Twenty-fiveyearsafter Jonathan A. Knowlesproposed a
new town meetinghouse, heispaid for the construction of just such abuilding, whichistheold town hall,
which standstoday. The proprietors of the Congregationa Society put the old meetinghouse up for auction
September 8", 1849 —the ad read®:



AUCTION.

‘ TL. be =pld at Pablic Awction, on Eaiorday,

the B day of fepicmber pest, at fouro’cinck
P. M., an il premiscs, the ald Congregatisnal meet
iug lmse in Eganm.  “Tlee haililing s abeat 59 feet
by 490 ks Limber in the irame i large and with Lhe
rest of the wisinl work is believed b be sosnd aond

AUCTION

WII be sold at Public Auction, on Saturday the
8" day of September next, at four o’clock P.M.,
on the premises, the old Congregational

Meeting house in Epsom. The building is about

50 feet by 40, the timber in the frameislarge
and with the rest of the wood work is believed
to be sound and good.

Conditions at time and place of sale.

[ L
Lumi” wiom= abtime apd place of =ale,
MuUsSES P GHRAY, ; ol the
JONATHAN L. CILLEY, Y Proprictars,
Epsam, Aoe. 0, 1849, i

Frederick Sanborn
Moses P. Gray
Jonathan L. Cilley
Committee of the Proprietors
Epsom, Aug. 20. 1849

The Epsom town report for theyear 1850 intheir fiscal year report states” Towns proportion of sale of
Meeting House 1.80.”

‘Deacon Lockewasbornin Epsom July 15, 1783. Healways
residedin Epsom. Hedied April 14, aged 71 years, 9 months.
Forty two yearsago hegave hisheart to God. 41 yearssincehe
was baptized by Elder Ebenezer Knowlton & united withthe
Freewill Baptist Churchin Pittsfield, someover 20 or 30 yearssince
aFreewill Baptist Church was organized in Epsom. Hewasone of
that number, and was appointed to serve asaDeacon. He
possessed agreat gift of exhortation, and has been instrumental of
severd revivals, some of which wereextensive. Hewasaman of
faithand much prayer. Hishouse haslong been onenoted for
hospitality, wherethe ministersof the gospel found aresting place,
and the poor and needy, onewho felt their sufferings.

Heleft one son and three daughters, 7 grandchildren, 1 brother, and
lsgter.

Atthetimeof hisdecease hewasliving with histhird wife, amost
piousand worthy woman 15 %2 yearsyounger than himsalf.

But the manner of hissudden exit, hascast agloom over the hearts
of thousands!

For someweeksbefore hisdeath he had been afflicted with aliver complaint, of the spleen character; which
made him low-spirited, and often much affrighted in hisseep, and at times showed signsof mental
dienation.

OnFriday evening 13ingt. [inst. —instant, inthe present month] he prayed fervently in hisbarn. During the
evening he sang onestanzaof hisfavorite evening hymn. Hiswife prayedinthefamily, or with her husband,
no other personsbeingin thehouse. The Deacon, complaining of hill health, retired earlier than usud.
Somethree 0’ clock the next morning he awokein afright, supposing that he was surrounded with many
enemiesthat were seeking hisdestruction.




Theeffortsof hiswifeseemed to cam hismind for ashort time. Hefindly told her not to worry about him
for hewould not hurt himself, or any oneélse.

But when the next paroxysm came on, heleaped out of bed, and in going lessthan 20 feet from hisbed he
reached awell in hisshed 4 %2 feet from the door step, into which hewent with velocity; hisgood wife
pursuing him, but hot near enough to get hold of him and thereby prevent thefatal deed.

Hisson and otherswere soon at thefatal well, and found hisbody on the surface of thewater, whichwas
15 feet deep below him. But thevitd spark had fled.’”

Deacon Ephraim Lockewasburied inthe McClary Cemetery.

A hearse of the period

Funeralsgot adifferent |ook when thetown bought ahearsein
1889. It was built by George Worthington, and was described as
‘custom made, of the best white ash and bass|umber, with hickory
whesls. Itisironed with the best iron and stedl. Theglass, very thick
and strong. All the materid isof the best quality, andthe
workmanshipisfirst class.® It wasrepaired and upgraded in 1894.
Thehearsewas often leased out for additiona funds.

There appearsto be gapsin theyearsin which thetown printed
annual town reports. Thereareafew starting with 1848, and did
not seem to becomeregular until about 1878. Sometime prior to
1872, the M cClary Cemetery Corporation of Epsom wasformed

and bought land of Hiram Holmes of 1 ¥%2acresbeginning at the south west corner of thetown burial
ground. A year and ahalf later it was sold back to Hiram Holmeswith the provision that said Holmes‘to
keep it fenced and to be used for no other purposethan aCemetery’ . A year later he sold the one undivided
two thirds of the cemetery to Henry Knox and Horace Bickford, making thethree equal partners. Thereis
no mentionintown reports of when thetomb/vault wasbuilt. Thereisan entry inthe 1906 town report
when Holmesbuilt thevault at the Short Falls Cemetery, and it could be surmised that the one at the
McClary Cemetery wasbuilt about the sametime. It isal so possiblethat the money for the vault went
through the M cClary Cemetery Corporation. Thethree men sold cemetery plots, and it would appear that
they continued to do so until 1903, thefirst year in which aCemetery Trustee' sreport appearsin an annual
town report. It wasthat year that by warrant the town voted to accept the offer made by the undersignedto
convey the unoccupied and unsold portions of said M cClary Cemetery to said Town of Epsom uponthe
termsand subject to thereservations set forth by Horace Bickford, Hiram A. Holmes, both of Epsom;
CarolineKnox of Rye, widow of Henry Knox; and Fred P. Knox of Epping; and CyrusH. Knox of
Fitchburg, Mass, for and in consideration of the sum of onedollar.® Theland began at the southwest corner
of theTown Buria Ground; the newer portion thetown

was buying was caled the McClary Cemetery, thename
used since 1870 when the corporation wasformed. The
town did consider money for improvementsto thetown
buria groundin 1894, and sincethevote of 1903, theold
burying ground and the newer addition became one, the
McClary Cemetery aswecadll it today. Thefirst trust fund
appearsinthetown treasurer’sreport for theyear ending
1894 asthe S.M. Chedey Estatein trust for $50.00. This
was probably for perpetual careand for probably Samuel
Morrill Chesley 1809-1891. Thereisnorecord of his
death asbeing in Epsom and no stoneor marker inthe




cemetery, though hisparentsare; John
and Elizabeth Blake Chedey. Those
who early on started such trust funds
wereJ.A. Clough and John L. Brackett.
A largegift of $2500.00 wasleft by
Mary Evansand accepted by thetown
in 1919, for the erection of aniron fence
toreplacetheexisting stonefenceonthe
south side of theMcClary Cemetery. It
1922 the stonewal | wastaken downand
thenew fencing installed and at the same
timeeighteen loads of loam wasadded
at the new part of McClary cemetery,
that which areawhich formerly belonged
toHiramA. Holmes. Thenext year a
stonewall wasbuilt onthe east sde of
the cemetery through donations of
money and services. These operationswere major changesto the cemetery, and though they may have been
improvementsat thetime, they seemed to have adversely affected some of itshistoric content. Gilbert
Knowlesin hischurch history addressesjust that:

In one of Mr. [ John Mark] Moses' articlesin 1910 | found the following:

The cemetery in the rear contains many hundred graves. At least two hundred and fifty may be
counted that are marked with only common fieldstones, uninscribed. One cannot now count 250
graves marked only with fieldstones because along about 1920, when the south wall was taken down
and replaced with the iron fence given in the will of Mary A. Evans, the cemetery trustees removed a
great many of the uninscribed fieldstones. This was done to make the mowing and general care of
the old part of the cemetery easier. Being uninscribed there was no way to tell the names of the
persons in the graves; yet the stones had meant something to certain peoplein the earlier days.
Almost all the graves before 1800 were marked with uninscribed fieldstones, and likely quite a lot of
those who died after 1800.

Comparing the Dol beer list of Epsom deathsagainst known buriascertainly givescredencethat thereare
easly 100 deaths occurring in town from the Revol utionary to the Civil Wars, for which no grave or marker
isknown.

Therewereabout 70 cemetery plotsinthefirst extensionto theorigina old burying ground. One of thelast
was sold in 1927 to Edward Demers. Near the sametimethat Hiram A. Holmes sold thisland to the
McClary Cemetery Corporation, he sold adjoining land to Daniel Clough. Thisproperty waspassedto his
daughter, RosillaClough Heath, astrong promoter of the Centre Historic Club, and then to her daughter
Estelle Heath who married Roland Hall. In 1927 the town was asked to purchasethisland in theform of 60
20x20 foot cemetery lotswith an option for an additional 30 lotsat the rate of $10.00 each when they
wished to purchasethem, along with theright to build awall onthenortherly lineof thistract of land. Thisis
the portion of the cemetery used today. Therewasawarrant articlein 1931 to seewhat action thetown
wouldtakeinregard to having the M cClary Cemetery incorporated. Theresult of that vote hasnot been
ascertained, nor hasthetimewhen the M cClary Cemetery Corporation ceased to function and what its
arrangement waswith thetown in regard to the care and upkeep of the cemetery.



Thewater systeminthe cemetery wasagift accepted by the
town by warrant in 1935. The electric water system wasthe
gift of John W. Cox asamemorial to thelate Joseph
Lawrenceand Eval . Cox, thisincluded the stone building by
thewest side entrance. An additional gift of $2500.00 was
contained in thewarrant articles of 1960 asincometo be used
for the upkeep and maintenance of the Lawrenceand Cox
Water Supply Unit.

: I Theareaknown asthe center by thistimehassignificantly

' changed. Thetown pound had been abandoned early on; the
parsonage had been privately owned sincethetime of Rev. Curtis, the meetinghouse sold and likely moved
to Concord; the stately house of John C. Hall near the old common burned; theformer house of David
Morrill, later governor of New Hampshire and also located near the common, had long since disappeared.
Many of usremember in our timewhen the old tavern, theformer home of Rev. Tuck burned to theground.
What became of the Congregational vestry isunknown. All that remainstoday arethisvalued old cemetery
and the schoolhouse acrossthe street.

Changesoccurred aswell withinthesewalls. The grave of the Honorable John
McClary and membersof hisfamily werelikely moved and reset later in cement.
The same happened with the descendants of the Honorable Josiah Sanborn. Old
stoneswere taken down and replaced with larger monuments, such aswith
some of the Cates—and in fact, these events sometimes made the news, aswith
thisaccount about Charles Sumner Hall:

‘CharlesHall haserected amonument over hisfather’sgrave.’ ™ Thelarger
stoneincluded other family members, and the stoneshereplaced, tothisday, lie
behind the barn of the GossvilleHotel, which heformerly owned.

There are no doubtsthat around the old meetinghouse there were hundreds of burialsof the pioneers of
Epsom. Thereisno known resting place of theimmigrant Andrew McClary, or for the early Deacons
Wallace and Marden. Thefirst femalebornin Epsom about 1730, Mary McCoy, died avirtual pauper with
no resting place of note. Epsom’smiilitary heroAndrew McClary finaly hasamarker to hiscredit, but other
Revolutionary War veterans— Thomas Babb, John Batchel der, Samuel Bickford, Benson Ham, Moses
Locke, Jethro Pettingill, George Berry Sanders, Ebenezer Wallace, and James\Wood remain anonymous.
They arehowever, represented by the Unknown Soldiers Plot, donated in 1938 by Elizabeth McClary Cass

Bixby.

Therearethose Revolutionary Soldierswho do have apresence here. James Gray,
an early teacher intown who cameto hold many officesof trust inthiscommunity;
John Ham; FrancisL ocke, one of severa of the samegiven and surnameburiedin
thisground; Capt. Samuel Locke, tavern holder; Michagl McClary, Adjutant
Generd for New Hampshire; William McCirillis, Peter Pomp, aman of color who
served with Michael McClary and died at Valley Forge, whose stone appearsto be
agovernment marker and placed in hishonor here by personsstill unknown;
Eliphalet Sanborn, also aveteran of the Indian Wars; Seth Bartlett; the minuteman
Jonathan Curtis; Ephraim Locke, buried beside hisson Ephraim Locke Jr. who died




at age10in 1771 and hastheoldest inscribed fieldstonein
thiscemetery; and Mark Emerson, afifer, whose
Government stylemarker displayshisservicerecord, but
thebirth and death dates are those of hisfather of the
samename.

Thereare here buried and honored by the same stone,

Benjamin Moody Esquire, who died in February 1820

and his19 year old son who died at seathat sameyear.

The same scenario on the stone of Capt. James Gray,
sharing amarker with that of hisson Theodore Parson
Gray, whodied at seain 1796, age 15. Young John

The grave of Civil War Verteran McClary Steele, who at age seven, died playing around
Andrew J. Hall complete with anox cart, being crushed by itsheavy tongue.

‘perpetual care’ marker

TheWar of 1812 isrepresented by the bravery of John
Grant, Capt. John Ham and Perkins Philbrick.

The Civil War soldiershereinterred include: Corp. Elbridge Batchelder, Lt. CharlesJ. Brown, whose
persona diariesof the period till survive; Corp. John H. Goodhue; John S. Griffin; CharlesHenry Hall;
GeorgeW. Ham; George H. Hoyt, for whomtheloca GAR wasnamed; Daniel N. Lewis, William S.
Morrill; Jodl L. Sanborn; Sargent George Bixby, whose prison lifeisdocumented inthe GAR memoirs
book; John T. Buzzdll; Andrew J. Hall, whose diary of thewar residesin the specia collectionsof UNH,
with acopy now withthe Historical Association; Danid H. Hall; Albert J. Hoyt; Josiah D. Langley; Capt.
Arthur C. Locke, hissurviving tintype photo stereotypic of the period; A. L. Sanborn and John Cate.

Of dl theearly ministers, only Ebenezer Hazdltine remains here. Jonathan Ayer Knowlesof Epsom built the
newer town housein 1850, later becameaminister, and liesherefor eternity. There are of course many
more personalitiesand storiesto betold of those buried here.

Thisisaplacenot only for reverencefor thosewhoseremainsare here, but for the history and memory of
their many contributionsto us—their descendantsand caretakers of thetown they themselvesonce
cherished and served. For smply that, we have an obligation to keep this place the best we can. Every year
thereareever more old stonesfallen over; morethat deteriorate to dust, and those the elements have begun
to deface and wear into oblivion. The old tree, which madethis place so picturesque, struck by lightning not
that long ago, has not been replaced to return to this cemetery the shade and solitudeit once offered. What
isowed thisplaceismuch, what it represents can never be adequately expressed. What deedsfuture
generations and we do to dedi cate oursel vestowards making this sacred place asignificant and prominent
part of our culture and heritage, will determineitsfate and our own legacy inthe history of Epsom.

1 — Obituary of 3-28-1829

2 — Curtis History

3 — NH State Papers

4 — Historical Sketch — Loella Bunker
5 — Obituary of 7-31-1826

6 — NH Patriot newspaper 8-23-1849
7 — Journal of Enoch Hayes Place

8 — 1890 Epsom Town Report

9 — Merrimack County Deeds 344-579
10- Obituary of 1-1-1827

11 — Epsom News June 13, 1896



