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Preface

“Epsom Memoirs|1” isa second collection of memories put to paper by long time Epsom resident
George H. Yeaton between the years 1958 and 1965. The manuscripts used are part of photocopies
and originalsthat are part of the Epsom Historical Association collection or copied fromoriginals
through the courtesy of Bruce and Penny (Yeaton) Graham. It appears that Mr. Yeaton made several
copies of many of his stories and recollections, some of whom he sent to various people to read. As
he recopied them, he often added other items of interest as he thought of them, therefore the different
copiesvary slightly. In such cases they arein this collection twice to include all histhoughts and
memories.

The collection also includes hand-written copies of old town records, lists of town teachers, and a
wealth of other information. Since these items are not in narrative form, they are not included here.

Some of the photos are from the Epsom Historical Association files or from Bruce and Penny Gra-
ham. | thank them for letting them be copied for this editon.
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LIFEONAFARM YEARSAGO
MARCH 1890 AND MARCH 1962

At thisseason of theyear my father and my older brother would befinishing “working up” our wood pile,
nearly fifteen cords. In those daysthetreeswere cut “ded length” inthewoods. Thiswasthe quickest and
the easiest way to“ get up” awoodpile, we had ayoke of oxen which were used to haul thewood to the
dooryard.
At thisdatewood was*“fitted” by hand. Thelargelogsthat wereto be used for wood had to be cut into
stove wood length with acrosscut saw. Thissmall job wasdone by my father and brother, asl wasnot old
enough to handle one end of asaw. They aways planned to do most of the sawing in the afternoon then at
night stand the sawed blocks of wood on end in thisposition they would freeze and the morefrost inthe
chunks, the easier they would split the next morning.
The splitting was done by the use of wedgesand amallet or more commonly called amaul. My father made
hisown mauls, hewould find awhite oak log eight inchesin diameter, removethebark, cut atwelveinch
length fromit, put aniron band on each end, boreahole on the side six inchesfrom each end, makea
rugged handle and driveit into the section of oak log and thereyou were, ready to split the big chunks of
wood.
| would bewith them at thewoodpile mostly watching and
asking questions, my timewould comelater when thewood
box needed to befilled.
™ Occasionally oneor two crowswould be seen flying about.
Inthose daystheold people, if they saw acrow inthe
month of March would say “the heart of winter isbroken, |
g b 4 saw acrow fly over theother day.” It wasinthemonth of
i March that the hogswere daughtered and taken to market,
sometimesto Pittsfield or Suncook, or soldtothelocal
storesin Epsom. These hogswerethe shoatswhich my
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: pumpkinsmixedwithmedl.
; :ﬁ*"’ -~ Inour cdlar kitchentherewasalarge set kettle, thiswas
S Usedto cook the hog feed in. At butchering timewe used
- - thissamekettleto heat water in, asone must have plenty
Sgg:%?;ﬁg&gg:foioﬂ gzdé)racrﬁ;s Ilgd. of hot water 'to scaldthe hqgswith sothat thebristles
could beeasily removed with theliberal use of powdered
rosin.
A butcher would cometo our farm, kill and dressas many hogs aswe had for fifty centseach. Wewould
heat thewater, furnish therosin and helpin handling thehogs.
After finishing thewoodpile and d aughtering the hogs, wewoul d tap the mapl e trees and make some syrup.
We had no regular maple orchard or sap house, but there were plenty of mapletreesin thedooryard,
besidethe highway and scattered over thefarm. My mother would boil the sap into syrup inthe house over
thekitchen stove.
Thenext event camethefirst day of April when the Selectmenwould cometo takeinventory. They dways
came by way of the New Orchard Road on their first day of taking inventory.
Commencing at thelower end of theroad, they would reach our place about nineor nine-thirty inthe
morning. Thiswasabusy morning, carding the cattle, making thingstidy about theyard andinthebarn. On
thisday weaways swept thelong barn floor before the Selectmen got there.
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Themonth of April wasthe odd jobs month, besidestaking care of thelive stock, bagging the earsof corn
inthe corn barn and taking the corn to the grist mill wherethey groundit cob and all. Thentherewerethe
potatoesto sort over, keeping only enough to eat and plant. Therest wewould sell.
Someyearsinthemonth of April therewere snow driftsleft intheroads, after much of the road wasfree of
snow, then whoever had charge of the highwayswould get mento shovel out thesedriftsso that theentire
road would be made passablewith horsesand whesdls. | canwell remember riding through driftsafter they
had been shoveled out. The snow on each side of the road would be as high asthe horsesback and in many
placesthedriftswould extend for aconsiderabledistance (thefirst part of April). April wasthe month that
thefarmerswould look after thefarmimplements needed for theearly springwork. If plow pointson cutters
onthe*breaking up” plowswere badly worn, they must be replaced.

Themonth of April being one of the short monthsof theyear, before oneredlized it, spring came. Thenwith
the cleaning of thebarn, plowing, fencing (pasturing timewasMay 20) taking off the ssormwindows, hauling
away the banking, opening up the cellar windowsand getting the pen ready for the pigs, which my father
would soon buy, therewere not many idledays.

Then there wasthe soft-soap to be made. My father would place an old vinegar barrel just outsidethe
cellar-kitchen door. Thisbarrel rested on araised platform, made of boardsalittlelarger thanthebarrel and
having quitealarge groove on the sidesand back end, but made so that it cametogether inthefront with an
outlet at theedge. Thebarrel had some small holesin the bottom. Next my father would bring out thewood
ashes, which he had been saving during thewinter months, filling the barrel with the ashes. Hewould then
add several pailsof water, thiswould causethelyefrom the ashesto form and drip out onto the platform,
fromthesmall holesinthebarrd, fillingthegrooveswith lye. Thislyewas caught asit drifted fromthe
platforminawooded tub or largewooden pail. It would take two or three daysfor abarrel of ashesand
water to leach out. He may have added more ashesand water to the barrel from day to day. After thelye
had dl leached out hewould hang somelarge kettleson the cranein thefireplacethat wasin the cellar-
kitchen, put thelyeinto thelargeiron kettle, together with the“ soap grease” that my mother had been saving
sincethelast soap making. Thismixture had to be cooked aconsiderablelength of time. It wasthen taken
off, allowed to cool and then put into the soap barrel inthecellar.

Thisbarrel wasaqueer looking barrel, it wasmade of heavy staves (straight staves). It wasmuch larger at
one end than the other. Thelarge end wasthe end on whichit stood, the smaller end open. Therewas
awaysalong wooden paddlein the barrel which wasused to stir the soap. My mother had abowl which
sheonly used to bring the soap up infromthe cellar. | can well remember thisbowl and bringing it up the
stairsfilled with soft-soap.

By thelast of May the spring work was done, including the planting, al but the beans, somelate garden
seedsand the hillsof cucumbers. Cucumbersshould be planted thefirst day of June, before sunrise, and
then the cucumber bugswill not trouble them. Asbeanswill sprout and come up quickly, it wasnot agood
ideato plant them too early on account of thelatefrostswe were apt to have thefirst part of June.

The corn which would be up would bekilled by alatefrost, but it would grow again, it only setit back a
few days. Potatoesthe same, but not the beans.

Inthe month of May the henswould betraveling around the dooryard with their broods of chickens. My
mother would set anumber of hensinthe month of April. Strange how each little chicken would know its
own mother and would only follow her.

TheDistrict school commenced its spring term about May 1% and that meant back to school for me. But
therewere other things outside of school that interested mefor it wasin thelatter part of April and theearly
part of May when thelarge suckers came up the brook fromthe Little Suncook River at the shoefactory
pond. The suckersalso came down the brook from Odiorne Pond. Thesefish twelveto twenty inchesin
length. They had great times catching these suckersin the brook near theAmesfarm. The menwould come
with lanternsand spearsin the night, asthiswasagood timeto get thefish.



Inthe early spring season, suckerswere good eating, many familieswould capturealot of thefish and salt
them downinbarrels. Inthisway they could havefish at any season of theyear.

In dressing thiskind of fish the best way wasto skinthem, cut off their heads and about two inches of the
tail. Thesetwo inchesof asuckerstail werefull of small bones, and when you cut off thetwo inches, you
not only got rid of these small bones, but eliminated the muddy flavor which somefolksthought the suckers
had.

To salt downfish: first, removethe skin, cut off the head and tail, put alayer of fishinthebarrel, sprinkleon
some salt, then morefish and more salt. Themoisturefrom thefish with the salt madeitsown brine.

Mrs. Yeaton and myself got caught in aheavy rainstormin thetown of Gilmanton, NH many yearsago, asit
wasnearly night, thefamily onwho wewerecalling asked usto stay over night. Thenext morning for
breakfast we had fish, baked in milk or cream. After we had eaten weweretold that thefishwe had just
eaten were suckersthey had caught inthe spring and salted down inabarrel.

Thisfamily lived onthe shore of Loon Pond and asmall brook emptied into the pond near their house.
Thesefish cameup thebrook inlargenumbersn theearly spring. | can still remember how good thesefish
tasted (after fifty years).

| remember another timeintheearly spring, severa men, of whom | wasone of the group, wererepairing a
section of theroad near the Epsom-Deerfield town line. The brook which crossed the highway, near where
weate our noon lunch, wasalivewith large suckers. | suppose that they came from the Suncook Lake. We
all caught asmany aswewanted to take home. One man who had asmall family, one other beside himsalf,
only wanted onefish. He soon caught the one he wanted, which wasthelargest sucker | think that | ever
saw. We caught most of thesefish with our hands, you simply found alargefish lying closeto the bank, or a
largerock, aquick grab and you had your fish. | brought home around adozen of the big fellows.

The brook from Odiorne Pond ran through the pasture and field not far from my homewherel livedasa
boy.

Thiswasalso atrout stream and many thetrout | have caught in thisbrook.

| d s0 spent many hoursfishing at Odiorne Pond when young. It abounded with fish of al kindswhichwere
nativeto our New Hampshire ponds, such as Pickeral, Horned Pout, White Perch, Yellow Perch, Eels.
LargeBlack Turtlesand other kindsof fish. But that isal changed now. The State of New Hampshire has
cleaned out dl of thesefish and stocked the pond with Bass, the kind that the sporting fisherman liketo
catch.

And speaking about horned-pout, acousin of minefrom Haverhill, Massachusettsand myself went fishing
oneafternoon in the Little Suncook River. Just before dark we cameto the Shoe Factory Pond and onthe
sidenext to the Baptist Church wethrew in our linesand in lessthan two hourswe had caught sixty or more
horned-pout, al of good size. At that timetherewasno limit on the numbers of pout one could catch.
Yearsafterwards | went horned-pout fishing in the big Suncook River, used aboat. Oh yes! We caught
somefish, but not to be compared to the ones| had caught many yearsbefore. Theselast oneswereal
amdl fish.

Now back to the brook trout again. Therewasasmall brook (and still is), which camefromtheold
“Tannery” pond on the New Orchard Road. It joined the Odiorne Pond brook shortly before that brook
emptiesinto theriver. Asaboy | caught alot of trout fromthissmall brook, in come placesit wasnot over a
foot or fifteeninchesinwidth, most of thetrout would be six or sevenincheslong, but oneday, | caught a
native brook rout in the Odiorne Pond brook. Not to be compared with thetrout of today, which our
streamsare stocked with (trout from thefish hatcheries).

It finally camethelast of Juneand then the New Orchard road school closed itsdoorsfor the summer
vacation, thenwith fishing, swimming, playing baseba |, Sunday School and Fourth of July picnics, helping
withthe hayingalittle, picking blueberriesfor my mother to can and soon the summer wasgone.
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Wewould set afew trapsfor the woodchucksthat were eating up the beans, watch the early appletreesso
that | would not missthefirst ripeone, then it wastimeto go back to the New Orchard Road school.

Now thebluejay could be seen and heard, especiadly if you went anywhere near afield of corn.

Intheearly part of September the farmerswould commenceto shock their field corn or instead of shocking
it they would cut the stockson the hillsof corn. Albion Lockewho lived on Locke'sHill, ahigh hill where
thefrostscomelateinthefall, would cut the stocks.

My father and hisnear neighbor Mr. Dotey, would shock their corn. Either way had its advantages but
whichever way apersondidit, it wasadvisableto do it beforethefrosts came. About thissametimethe
beans must be pulled and stacked. After that came potato digging timeand if onehad any cranberrieson
their farm it wasbest to pick them before the hard frosts came.

Themonth of October was apple picking time, that meant work for everyone onthefarm. The best winter
appleswere picked and put in barrel sin the house cellar, fallsand secondswere pealed, quartered and
strung on twine, then hung on the apple drying racks. To protect the drying applesfrom theflies, wewould
cover the appleracksand appleswith ascreen or cheesecloth.

At oneend of our orchard therewere two or morelarge pumpkin-sweet appletrees, the applesfrom these
treeswere mostly madeinto boiled cider apple sauce, afew were kept to eat in thewinter months.

My folksawaysmade abarrel of boiled cider apple sauce, the barrel waskept in aback room wherethere
was no heat and when the weather became cold the barrel of sauce would freeze, then wewould be obliged
touseaheavy knifeto cut it into small chunksbefore one could get any fromthebarrel. My, but it was
good, sometimeswhen my mother made doughnuts shewouldfill apart of the® batch” withthisboiled cider
applesauce, othersshewould fill with mincemeat. She madea“batch” of doughnutsevery week, and pies.
apple, mince, pumpkin, squash and cranberry. Always had pieson hand of somekind, besidesthekind
mentioned above therewould sometimes be acustard or lemon pieto eat for supper, then therewerethe
blueberry and rhubarb piesin their season.

M olasses cookies: have not seen or tasted amol asses cookie like the ones she used to make. Oh! My wife
isawonderful cook, but somehow her cookiesto not tastelikethe ones my mother madewhen | wasa
boy. (Perhapsitisinme). Then the apple dumplingswith the sauce she made to eat onthem or if one
preferred, cream and sugar, either way, they alwayswent.

Theapplesnot madein use of any other way went into cider-apples.

Inthefall the companieswhich made vinegar would buy these apples, delivered at therailroad station,
wherethey wereloaded into box cars.

Wewould keep someto makeinto cider tofill thevinegar barrel whichwasin the corn barn and every fall
my father would boil down awhole barrel of sweet cider into boiled cider. Thiswas how we got theboiled
cider to put into the mince mest, the appl e sauce and mix with the summer drink, madewith, somuch
molasses, so much ginger, so much boiled cider and so much sugar, then after we had put theseingredients
inthejug, fill itwithwater.

In making the boiled cider wewould first get out the big old copper kettle, hangitinthefireplace, onthe
crane, fill thekettlewith sweet cider, then bail it until it became of theright consistency. A barrel of sweet
cider would only makeafew galons.

When dl the harvesting wasdoneit was something to ook at in our house cellar. Binsof potatoes, rows of
barrelsfilled with apples, boxesfull of beets, turnips, then the pork barrelsfilled with salt pork, the barrel of
soft-soap, therow of jugsfilled with boiled cider.

Andthentheshelvesinthedairy, row after row andtier after tier of canned fruits, berriesand such, which
my mother had put up during the summer and early fall. Therewere cansof blueberries, blackberries, pears,
grapes, applesauce, applejely, currants, gooseberries, cranberries, crab-apples, strawberries, maple
syrup, picked beetsand small cucumbers.



Then therewerethe stone crocksfilled with cucumberspickledin brine, pickled pigsfeet and diced hog
shoulders.

Thesehog shoulderswerediced quitethick, first they would put some sage leaves, salt and pepper into the
stone crock, then alayer of the diced shoul der, then more sageleaves, salt and pepper and so on until the
crock wasfull. We had arow of sage bushesin our garden near the gooseberry and currant bushes.

It wasin the spring when we had the diced shouldersto eat. My ol der brother was especially fond of meat
preserved thisway. | can still remember the aromathat camefrom the kitchen when thismeat wasfrying.
Thentherewere alwaysone or more crocksfilled with butter which had been “ packed down” inthe months
of June and September.

The cabbages, pumpkins and squash were kept in the coolest part of the cellar, they would keep betterina
cool dry place. Thebutternutswere gathered in the latefall and spread on thefloor in avacant chamber or
inthe shed room, together with the chestnuts.

Cranberrieswhich werenot canned would keep in achamber or similar placethewould stand quitealot of
cold wesather beforethey would freeze.

Right away after harvesting was done, stovewood was put in the shed. Thismust betiered intheshed as
twelveor fifteen cords of stovewood just throwninwould take up alot of space.

By thistimethecornwasall husked and put in the big datted binin the corn barn. Then themen camewith
their thresher and threshed the grain, weraised mostly oats. Thegrain wasthen put inthebig bininthecorn
barn. In one corner of the corn barn wasthe vinegar barrel and then in the space between the corn crib and
the oat bintherewerearow of barrels, empty stone barrels, ready for the beans after they werethreshed. A
different kindineach barrel, peabeans, red kidney beans, yellow eyed beans, horticulture beans. There
weretwo kinds of these beans, the bush cranberry and the pole cranberry bean. We sometimesraised a
few black beans, can’t remember their name.

Thentherewerethelong traces of field corn, which wasto be saved for seed, to plant the next spring, aso
afew tracesof popcorn and some of sweet corn. Thesewere hung from spikesdriveninthefloor timbers
of theoverhead floor inthe corn barn.

Then therewas another row spikesfrom which would be hung pieces of meat, whichwould freeze solid and
keep al through thewinter months (if wedid eat it up). Thismeat would be part pork and half beef.

| think | forgot to mention thelong row of Bartlett pear treesjust in back of the house. Wewould eat all we
wanted of the pears, my mother would can alot and then there was a plenty we could not use.
Thentherewasthevery large pear tree (for apear tree) near the corn barn, the pearsfrom this pear tree
madewonderful preserves, thepearswerealittlelarger than aBartlett pear and of amore solid or meaty
texture, much darker when cooked. Therewere al so some pomegranate trees quite near the back shed, and
two or more grapevines, onewasaConcord grape.

Inthosedaysagood farmwascertainly aland of plenty.

Therewereplenty of wild strawberriesone could havefor the picking.

Wedid not have any chestnut treeson our land, if onewanted chestnuts, they woud go up on Sanborn Hill
or inthat vicinity. The crab apples, which my mother would can, either camefrom my older brother’sfarm
or our next door neighbor Perley Giles.

Then therewerethe home cured hams and bacon, the purple plumsfrom the plum treesand thelargered
cherries. Thecherry treeswerelargetreesand borelargered cherrieswhich, when they weredead ripe,
turned much darker.

Thereisonething, which | feel quite surel forgot to mention about the appleswe used to bake. My mother
would wash anumber of thelarge pumpkin sweet apples, which came from the southeast corner of the
orchard, and bakethemin alarge cookieor biscuit tin. My but they were good eating with milk, or cream
on them. Then therewas another kind of sweet applethat grew in the same orchard; they too werebaked in
thesameway.
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Theway which we baked the Baldwin applewasalittledifferent, first onewoul d take out the core, thenfill
the cavity with sugar and cinnamon, then bake. | wonder if folks bake applesin thismodern day and age? It
has been many yearssince | have seen or tasted one. Sometimesin the early spring onewould seeaflock
of wild geeseflying north. They would awaysbein formation, the old gander inthelead, therest of the
largebirdswould form directly behind their leader, intwo linesforming aV shaped line. They most always
flew high and sometimein the early evening they could not be seen, but by their HONK, HONK, HONK
onewould know that they were passing intheir flight to the open waters of northern New Hampshire,
Maineor Canada

In the month of November they would be seen or heard on their migratory flight to the southern waters
wherethey would spend thewinter months,

THE COUNTIESOF NEW HAMPSHIRE
The State of New Hampshirewasnot divided into countiesuntil theyear 1769. Inlater yearsthe counties

weredivided into more counties so that today 1962 we haveten countiesinstead of the original fivethat
wereestablishedintheyear 176.

Name of County Date Established County Seat
Rockingham 1769 Exeter
Strafford 1769 Dover
Hillshorough 1769 Nashua
Cheshire 1769 Keene
Grafton 1769 Haverhill

Coos 1803 Lancaster
Merrimack 1823 Concord
Slliven 1827 Newport

Carroll 1840 Ossipee
Bdknap 1840 Laconia

In March 1934 the State Planning Board submitted asfollows:
New Hampshirehasan areain squaremilesof 9,210,848. Itisdivided in theten different countiesas
folows

Belknap 467,787 Carroll 996, 866
Cheshire 711,913 Co0s 1,811,861
Grafton 1,746,235 Hillsborough 881,109
Merrimack 961,900 Rockingham 705,722
Strafford 387,596 Sullivan 548,859

CENSUSAND POPULATION OF EPSOM, NEW HAM PSHIRE

In1767 —

40 Married men under 60 years

40 married women

5menover 60years

2widows

No record made of young peopleor children.

TheUS Censusgivestotal population of 194 for years 1767.



In1773 —

53 Married men under 60 years
53 marriedwomen

1 manover sixty years
18unmarried men

4widows

109 unmarried women

86 under 16 yearsof age
2daves

No record of small children unlessthey areincluded under age 16 (probably were)
A total of 326

Population of Epsom, New Hampshire
1767 to 1960 and other records

1767 - 194 1773 - 326 1791 -799
1800 — 1034 1810 - 1156 1820 - 1336
1823 - 1336 1830 - 1418 1840 — 1205
1850 — 1366 1855 - 1365 1860 — 1216
1870 - 993 1880 — 909 1890 - 815
1900 - 771 1910 -725 1920 - 655
1930 -678 1940 - 797 1950 — 756
1960 — 1002

THEWHITE MOUNTAINSOFNEW HAMPSHIRE
ANDHOW THEY DERIVED THEIR NAME

Many years ago when shipswere approaching the shoresof New England, the granite peaksin northern
New Hampshirewere often thefirst |land sighted by the shipswhen they wereat sea. Thetopsof thesehigh
mountain peakswhen covered with snow shoneinthesun, thusthey becameto sailors*thewhite
mountains.” Thelndiansintheearly dayslivedinawe of these mountains, called them the*whitehills’, but
with the coming of thewhite men the mysterious mountainsand valleyswere penetrated and made the
nationsgreatest memorial by naming someof the high peaksafter theearly presidentsof the United States—
Washington, Adams, Jefferson, Madison and Monroe. Thisrange of mountainseight mileslong and two
mileswideare known asthe Presidentia range.

Some items of interest about New Hampshire.

Thelargest boulder intheworldis® Churchill Rock” andisinthetown of Nottingham, NH

84 percent of New Hampshireisforest covered.

3.2 per centiscovered with water.

12.8 per cent highways, dooryards, cultivated field and cleared land.

The State of New Hampshireownsall of the Connecticut River. Thewestern boundary of New Hampshire
isat thebank of the Connecticut River at the Vermont side.

Therewereno public executionsin New Hampshire during thefirst one hundred and sixteen yearsof its
existence (1623-1739) but —on the twenty-first day of December 1739, two womenwerehungin
Portsmouth for themurder of aninfant. Their nameswere Sarah Simpson and Penelope Kenney.



Intheyear 1805 the New Hampshirelron Factory wasincorporated. Thisiron factory wasat Franconia,
NH and wasin operation for many years.

Intheyear 1692 the population of the State was estimated at five thousand. Inthe year 1736 ten thousand.
In1771 it wassaidto contain between sixty and seventy thousand inhabitants. Intheyear 1790, the State
had a population of one hundred and forty two thousand. Another writer (FrancisH. Goodall) statesthat the
Madison Boulder at thefoot of Mount Chocorua“issaid to bethelargest boulder in New Hampshireand
oneof thelargestintheworld”.

EPSOM AND SURROUNDING TOWNS

Asl have previoudly stated, thetown of Epsom, New Hampshire, isolder than any of the abutting six
towns, Chichester, Pittsfield, Northwood, Deerfield, Allenstown and Pembroke. Thesearethetowns.
Epsomwasgranted May 18, 1727, Chichester wasgranted May 20, 1727. Pittsfield was set off from the
northern part of the grant to Chichester. It wasincorporated as Pittsfield in 1782 and settled in 1784.
Northwood was set off from Nottingham and madeaparishin 1773, itwasoriginaly caled “North
Woods.” Thefirg settlementswere 1763 by Increase Batchel der, John Batchel der and Moses Godfrey of
North Hampton, and Solomon Bickford of Durham. Deerfield wasincluded in thegrant to Nottinghamin
1722 to about two hundred men from Boston and vicinity by the Governor of Massachusettsin payment for
“servicesrendered and grievancesendured” . A petition to the Governor by these men the previousyear
asked for atownship to be named “ New Boston” but the name actually giventoit wasNottingham. In 1750
asmall settlement wasmadein thewestern part of Nottingham and this settlement was set of asaseparate
parish. In 1756 this parish petitioned to beincorporated and while Governor Wentworth was considering
thispetition, aMr. Batchelder killed avery large, fat deer in the settlement and gaveit to the Governor,
which so pleased His Excellency he named thetown Deerfield. It wasincorporated in 1766. In 1762 four
menwith “axeand gun” went into thewild unsettled part of northern Nottingham and made clearings, one
going asfar asthe“Narrows’. When this settlement had three hundred inhabitants, in 1773, it was chartered
asNorthwood.

Allenstownwasincorporated July 2, 1831, although settlerswerethereasearly as1747. 1n 1759 apart of
thetown wasincorporated with Pembroke. In 1815, apart of Bow wasannexed. In 1853 part of Hooksett
wasannexed to Allenstown. Pembrokewas granted in 1728 and wasknown as* Suncook” and
“Lovewell’sTown”. It wasincorporated in 1759 and the name changed to Pembroke. In 1763 thetown
wasdividedinto two parishes. In 1798 adispute between Pembroke and Allenstown was settled by
extending the boundary of Pembroketo the Suncook River. In 1804 all of Bow lying east of the M errimack
River was annexed to Pembroke and Concord. Thuswe have, Epsom, May 18, 1727

Chichester May 20, 1727

Pittsfield 1782

Northwood 1773

Deafield 1766

Allenstown 1831

Pembroke 1759

PROPRIETORSOF NEW HAMPSHIRE TURNPIKE ROAD

Thiswasthe name of thefirst company in New Hampshireto build aturnpikeroad.

The petition for incorporation set forth that communi cation between the seacoast and theinterior partsof the
state might be made much more easy, convenient, and less expensive than hitherto by adirect road from
Concordto the PiscataguaBridge, but that the* expensiveness’ of such an undertaking would render it
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difficult of aaccomplishment otherwisethat by anincorporated company “tobe” indemnified by atoll for
the sumsthat should be expended “ by it”. Thiscompany’sroad was promptly completed, covering a
distanceof thirty-six milesand passing through thetowns of Concord, Pembroke. Chichester, Epsom,
Northwood, Nottingham, Barrington, L ee and Durham. Thisturnpikewas completed intheyear 1798, or
about that year. Itseastern terminuswas at the PiscataquaBridge.

Thewesternend wasat the* Federal Bridge” over the Merrimack River at Concord. Intheyear 1803 an
additional act was passed which alowed the building of abranch turnpikeleaving themain road onthe
“Dark Plains’ about two and ahalf milesfrom the* Federal Bridge”’ and running southwesterly to the
Concord Bridge. The Federa Bridgewasbuiltin 1798. Beforethat timeto crossthe Merrimack river one
must usetheferry. Thefirst ferry wasestablished in 1727. At alater date (1785) Tucker’sFerry wasin
operation at the same place. Thisferry wasat the east end of the Pennecook Street Bridge over the
Merrimack River. Thefirst ferry was established by Ebenezer Eastman.

THE TOWN OF SANBORNTON, NEW HAMPSHIRE

Recently (July 2, 1952), | had the occasion to visit thetown of Sanbornton and found out someinteresting
history of thetowntowhich | have added other information that | havefound.

Sanbornton, New Hampshirewasgranted in 1748 by the Masonian Proprietorsto John Sanborn of
Hampton and others, and called Sanborntown, twelve of the granteesbeing Sanborns.

Thenorthwestern corner of theland claimed by M assachusettswaswithin thelimitsof thetown until 1789
andthetownshipisreferred to as” Crotchtown” inthe M assachusettsrecords because of itsSituationinthe
fork of the Winnipesaukee and Pemigewasett rivers. The activities of the | ndians prevented permanent
settlement until 1764, when clearingswere begun by M osesand Thomas Danforth, Solomon Copp, Daniel
Fifield, Samuel Sheppard and Andrew Rowens.

In 1770 Sanbornton wasincorporated having at thistime*“ upwards of forty families’. In 1827 Sanbornton
ranked asthethird towninthe State of New Hampshire, Londonderry and Gilmanton standing first and
second. In 1828 part of thetown was cut off to form Franklin, and in 1869 the part of thetown known as
“Sanbornton Bridge’ was set off and incorporated as Tilton. Thetown of Sanborntonisinthe County of
Belknap. Itspopulationintheyear 1950 was 755.

The Sanbornton Public Library was“ingtituted” intheyear 1796.

The Sanbornton Congregational Churchwasorganizedintheyear 1771.

At thisdate (1962) Rev. Robert H. Sargent of Manchester isthe Pastor.

From *“ The New England Gazetteer by John Haywardin theyear 1839.

“Sanbornton, N.H.: Strafford Co., hasNew Hampton and M eredith on the North, Gilmanton on the east
and South East, Franklin on the South and west and is20 miles North from Concord, 60 miles North West
from Portsmouth, 9 milesWest from Gilford. The bay between Sanbornton and Meredithisthreemilesin
width. Thereisagulf inthistown extending nearly amilethrough very hard rocky ground 38 feet in depth,
thewallsfrom 18to 100 feet asunder and the sides so nearly corresponding asto favor an opinion that they
wereonce united. Thereisasoacaverninthedeclivity of ahill, which may be entered in ahorizontal
direction to thedistance 20 feet. Thistown wasoncetheresidence of apowerful tribeof Indians, or at least
aplacewherethey resorted for defence. On the Winnepisiog at the head of Little Bay arefound theremains
of anancient fortification. It conssted of six walls, one extending along theriver and acrossapoint of land
into the bay, and the othersin right angles connected by acircular wall intherear. Traces of thesewa lsare
yet to be seen, though most of the stones of which they were composed have been removed to thedam
thrown acrosstheriver at thisplace. Withinthefort have been found numbersof Indianrelics, implements,
&candasoonanidandinthebay.
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Whenthefirst settlers of Sanbornton arrived thesewallswere breast high and large oakswere growing
withintheir enclosure. Thistownwas settled in 1765 and 1766 by John Sanborn, David Dustin, Andrew
Rowen and others. It wasincorporated in 1770. Popul ation 1830 was 2,866."

Note (compared with 755 in theyear 1950). | did not copy all that wasin the article under the heading
Sanbornton asit had already been covered on the preceding page of thisarticle.

Thefollowing from Statistical Gazetteer of New Hampshireby Alonzo J. Fogg (extract)

“ Sanbornton Square wasthefirst settled part of thetown, and at onetime, wasthe seat of considerable
trade. Therearetwo church edifices, aschool house, store, post office, and several dwelling houses.”
Thisbook being publishedintheyear 1874 it reads Belknap County “Belknap County establishedinthe
year 1840”

From thebook “ New Hampshireasit” (?) by EdwinA. Charltonin 1856, wefind, in part, that the
population was 1685. “In thedeclivity of aneighboring hill isacavernwhich may beentered inahorizonta
direction some 25 or 30 feet”. “ The CitizensBank wasincorporated in 1853, Capital $50000.=”

Thefirst Baptist Church of Sanbornton wasfounded intheyear 1791. At the present date 1962 the name of
Rev. David P. Piccianoison the church record aspastor.

John Crockett, born July 20, 1766, hewas ordained over the First Baptist Church in Sanbornton, N.H.
Sept. 3, 1794 which relation was continued till hisdeath Feb. 7, 1833 (39 years). | am adirect descendant
of thisJohn Crockett who wasthe pastor of the First Baptist Church of Sanbornton, N.H.

GeorgeH. Yeaton of Epsom, New Hampshire, 1962.

A greatgreat uncleof mine. GHY ashewasabrother to my Great Great Grandfather Samuel
Crockett. My Great Grandfather was Samuel Crockett Jr., My Grandfather John K. Crockett.

By the Censusof 1960 thetown of Sanbornton has apopul ation of 736.

GILMANTON, NEW HAMPSHIRE

Although thetown of Gilmanton doesnot border Epsom, wethink of it asaneighboring town. Gilmanton
wasincorporated intheyear 1727, the same year as Epsom’sincorporation and thetown of Epsomis
mentioned frequently inthefirst settler’sof Gilmanton’shistory. The charter of Gilmanton wassigned onthe
20" of May by hisMgjesty’s Colonia Governor JohnWentworth, but no settlement was made until
December 26, 1761 through fear of Indians.

OnJune 25, 1736, aparty of men started from the Block House in Epsom and cleared apathway to Wilson
Hill in Gilmanton, thishill isat the place that the Sanborn homestead was afterwards built the home of
George Wilson Sanborn and later the home of Prof. Jeremiah Wilson Sanborn. When the party of men
reached thishill they built aBlock House, eighteen feet square, and called it White Hall.

In 1738 aparty of twenty menwerein Gilmanton for atimeand did someexploring. The next mention of
anyone going to Gilmanton wasin thewinter of 1749 and 1750. They madetheir campintheshell of alarge
pinetree. Herethey passed thewinter hunting and fishing. They selected lotsand cut sometrees, but they
left in the spring on account of Indian hostilities, and did not return.

Therewas not other attempt madeto settlein Gilmanton until 1761, when on December 26, 1761,
Benjamin Mudgett and Hannah, hisbride, arrived in thetown, having comethat day from Epsomthrough a
denseforest, adistance of twelve or more miles, on snow shoes. Thefall previousMr. Mudgett had beenin
Gilmanton and built acamp of somesort. It issaid that |ong beforethey reached thiscamp, Mrs. Mudgett
became so tired that frequent stopswere made that she could rest, and at one stop Mrs. Mudgett sat down
on the cold snow saying to her husband, “1 may aswell die hereasanywhere,” but afresh start was made
and they eventually reached the camp asthe shades of night were closing in around them, inthe howling
wilderness, separated fromal friendsand their families. Thenext year (1762) ninefamiliesmovedinto
Gilmanton. Onthe 19" of January 1763 Jeremiah Conner moved into town, hecamefrom Exeter. There
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wereeight milesof woodsfrom Ruben Sanborns, thelast housein Chichester, to their homein Gilmanton.
That sameyear inthe month of March, Jeremiah Richardson and John Fox camewith their families, having
comefrom Epsom on snowshoes, thewomen each bringing aninfant in her arms, and the men hauling each
abed and other articleson hand deds. Thesefamiliescamefrom homesin Exeter. Samuel Gilmanand his
family moved into town and settled where Captain Jonathan Brown oncelived.

Intheyear 1764 Captain John Moody settled intown and he had no neighbors nearer than four miles. Thus
began the settlement of Gilmanton, N.H..

Note: History tellsusthat Mrs. Mudgett wasthefirst whitewoman who set foot on the soil of Gilmanton
and she passed thisfirst night in town with no other woman nearer than Epsom. Mrs. Mudgett livedin
Gilmanton until theinhabitantshad increased in number to morethan fivethousand. Shediedin Meredith
July 9, 1834, aged ninety-fiveyears.

Shewasthemother of thefirst malechild born in Gilmanton, named Samuel Mudgett, born February 15,
1764.

Intheyear 1827 Gilmanton N.H. ranked asthe second town in New Hampshire, Sanbornton asthird and
Londonderry first. (I supposeit meant the most important townsin the State). Taken from recordsof the
town of Sanbornton by the State, by the census of 1960 Sanbornton hasapopulation 857, Londonderry
2,457, Gilmanton 736.

Addendum

Mrs. Hannah Mudgett who with her husband Benjamin, arrived in Gilmanton on the 26" of December
1761, wasthe daughter of JoshuaBean of Brentwood, N.H., who had afamily of twenty-one children.
About theyear 1780 the Joshua Bean family cameto Gilmantontolive.

On December 27", 1761, John Mudgett with hiswife arrived in Gilmanton and on the 10" day of January
1762, Orlando Weed and wifejoined them. Thismade threefamilieswho lived in thetown thewinter of
1762. It issaid that the snow was nearly six feet deep that winter in Gilmanton.
Gilmantonisatownwitharich historica background and inwriting this sketch therewere many more
familieswho deserve mention, but, as| never livedinthetown or have any of theold townrecords, | am
unableto writeabout thefamiliesthat are omitted. But | do wish to closewith this statement. Anyone can
fed justly proud who can say | am aresident of thetown or that my ancestorswere natives of Gilmanton,
New Hampshire.

Signed, GeorgeH. Yeaton of Epsom, N.H. August 1963

NEW HAMPSHIRE SNAKEITEMS
Newsltemstaken from old newspapers

1871 - CharlesHodgdon of Rochester recently killed ablacksnakein hisfield, which measured six feet four
inchesinlength.

1872 —A party of menin Stark looking for cattlein apasture recently came upon aburrow of snakesina
hollow log and killed 102 of them.

1961 —When | told ThomasR. Yeaton about the big snake that chased Everett A. Dow and about Turtles
that would walk away with aman standing onitsback, hesaid | believe Everett’sstoriesfor when aboy my
father sent some of my brothersand myself to salt the sheep. While salting the sheep we saw alarge black
snakewith awhitering around its neck. We boys commenced to throw sticksand stonesat the snake and
the next we knew the snake was coming straight for us, we ran and the snake chased usfor aways. | also
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saw aturtle about aslarge asahalf-bushel basket, when | stepped onitsback it started to walk away
taking mewith him.

Mrs. Elijah Dow of South Pittsfield haskilled two black snakesthisseason, onewasfour feet inlength
1874 —1nanewspaper printed in the year 1874 appeared thefollowing. Frank Wellscaught aturtleina
brook near Pleasant Pondin New London, last week wei ghing thirty-four pounds. George L ocke of West
Hopkintonkilled forty black snakes, May 4", most of them large onesweighing inall thirty-five pounds. A.
Merrill killed alarge striped snakein theroad on the morning of January 4™.
1877—-AnitemintheDanvillenewsin 1877 readsthat afew daysago Guy G March discoveredinanold
cellar at the head of “Tucker Road” aden of black snakes. They numbered eighteen. One measured six
feet, another fiveand one-half feet and therest weresmaller.

1874 —Newsitemof May 9, 1874. Miss Ellen Watson on Wednesday killed two black snakes, one
measuring fivefeet and two inchesand the other six feet and six inches (Pittsfield News)

Hooksett itemsof 1872 —Mrs. Rufus Fuller of Hooksett hearing some children scream near Genera
Head' shouse, went to ascertain the cause and found arattlesnakefour and one half feet long, which she
killed.

1877- In Springfield, NH, ablack snake eight feet long waskilled hereafew daysago.

“BAREISLAND” AND THE BIGSNAKEWHICH LIVED THERE

“Bareldand” in Epsomisnear the center of thetown and isquitealargeidand with an areaof
approximately one hundred and twenty-five acres. Thisidand was evidently the result of adisagreement
among thewaters of the Big Suncook River whose sourceisat the Suncook Lakein Barnstead, NH. The
river found itsway through thetown of Barnstead, Pittsfield and Chichester. From thereit continued it
journey into thetown of Epsom. When nearly half way through thetown, it became uncertain asto the
directionto pursueonitsway to join thewaters of the Merrimack River. At thispoint it madealarge ox
bow turn and headed back towards Barnstead, then another turn and theriver wasflowing towardsthe
south again. Itisquite evident that there had been some disagreement among thewatersin theriver. At this
timeit was making itsuncertain way through thetown of Epsom. ThewatersfromtheLittle Suncook River
emptiesinto the Big Suncook River near this place and thewatersfromthisriver probably had ideasof it
own astothedirectiontotake, for hardly had they madethelast turn, when at thefirst feasible opportunity
some of thewaters (probably those from the Little Suncook) |eft the stream and turning abruptly towards
the south, madeariver of itsown. There hasbeen adam built acrosstheriver at thisplace, wherethe
waters|eft their traveling companion. But in spite of the efforts of man, certain of thewaters continueto take
thisshorter way.

Therest of the Big Suncook (not quite aslarge now) continued onitsaimlessleisurely way towardsthewest
until it cameto high bluffs, al it could now do wasto turn and go between them. By doing thistheriver once
more headed intheright direction.

After traveling in thisdirection for somedistanceit made an easterly turn and camedirectly into the path of
itsseparated waters. At thisplacethereisquitealarge areaflooded and we assumethat at thismeeting the
two streams cameto an understanding and settled their disagreement, asfrom there onthetwo streams
continued together to the Merrimack River. Astheresult of thisdivision of theriver “Bareldand” was
formed. Onthisidand many yearsago lived alarge snake. Two men were ontheidand hunting for some
cattlewhich were pastured there. Suddenly they saw thishuge snake dark brown or black, aslargeasasix
inch stove pipeand arod long (16 and Y2 feet). The snake was afterwards seen by aman who was hunting
onthisidand. Hetried to shoot the snake but in hisexcitement of the agility of the snake, caused himto
shoot the snakeinthetail instead of the head.
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The snakewas not aggressive to anyonewho came uponit, but seemed only intent to get away. Thetwo
menwho first saw the huge snake said they could follow its course away from them by the swaying of the
bushesand small treesasit madeitsway through them. The men’snameswere James C, Yeaton and James
Yeaton. The hunter who tried to shoot the snakewas named Hoyt, | think it was Eden Hoyt.

One conjecture of the snake presence ontheisland wasthat it had escaped from atraveling circusand
cameto theidand. Another theory advanced wasthat it was anative of theidand and having no oneto
molestit and with plenty to eat, had grown to thisenormous sizeand agood old age. After atimeit
disappeared fromtheisland and whereit went or what became of it, well, that isa so conjecture.

Some of the preceding isimaginary (about thewatersof theriver disagreeing) but the snake story istruth.
The above and foregoing story about the snake was narrated to me by one of thetwo menwho first saw the
huge snake. | wasasmall boy at thetime hetold me about it seventy-fiveyearsago. By GeorgeH. Yeaton,
intheyear 1967.

ABOUT BEARSIN NEW HAMPSHIRE
Newsltemstaken from old newspapers

1874 — Jefferson, Six bearshave been caught inthevicinity of thistown within ashort time.

1871 —Thebig bear which committed such extens ve depredationsin the sheep foldsin Rumney and
Camptonwill do sono more. Hegot hisfoot in athirty pound trap on Monday night of |ast week, and on
thefollowing morning was pursued and overtaken by aparty of hunters. Hewasover eight feet long, and
weighed 325 poundsand yielded six galonsof all.

1876 —John O. Cobb of Hart’s L ocation caught and killed four bearsin the month of August 1876.

1876 — Colebrook, Fletcher J. Gamsby found abear about two yearsold in oneof histrapsand a
wolverineinanother.

1876 —Miland, three boys named Peabody killed abear in thistown recently which netted them $28.00,
$9.00for hisskin, $9.00for hisflesh and $10.00 for hisbounty.

1872 —Mr. D.W. Carter of Ossipee caught alarge black bear weighing 400 pounds, her cub weighed 67
pounds. Mr. Carter has caught two othersthisfall, all on ChocoruaMountain.

THEY KNOW HOW TO RAISE PIGSIN NEW HAMPSHIRE
Newsltemstaken from old newspapers

1876 —North Boscawen, the superintendent of the county farm recently killed apig which dressed 753
pounds. It was eighteen monthsold.

1870—William Lefton of Bow lately daughtered aChester Co. hog which measured 6 ft. and 8 inchesin
length, six feet in girt and weighed 640 pounds.

1874 —Mr. W.C. French of Northfield Depot daughtered aWhite Chester hog on the 26", 19 monthsold
which weighed 889 poundsafter hanging 24 hours. Thelard weighed 139 pounds. Girt of hog six and one
half feet. Hisliveweight when 13 monthsold was 3001 bs.

1874 —George W. French of Hopkinton haskilled nine hogsthisyear, their weightswere 601 I bs., 500
Ibs., 5361bs., 545 bs., 468 |bs. Threethat weighed 400 Ibs. each and onethat weighed 468 | bs.
1870—four hogskilledin Holdernessweighed asfollows, 650 1bs., 522 1bs., 515 |bs., and onewhich
weighed 5101bs,, total weight for thefour hogs2198 I bs.

1870-C.H. Butman of Pittsfield lately killed apig that was only seven monthsand three daysold which
weighed 363 pounds.
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1870—George F. Cummingsof Holdernessrecently killed ahog 19 months old which weighed 819
pounds. T.C. Ryder of Dunbarton afew days since daughtered ahog about two years old which weighed
836 pounds.

1873 —Rud Durkee of Croydon beatsall creation on raising big hogs. Two yearsago he daughtered two
which weighed —one 948 pounds, the other 823 pounds. Thisyear the dressed weight of ahog only twenty
monthsold was 1042 pounds.

1874 —From Sullivan County again, Cooper’sbig hog wasd aughtered last Saturday, dead weight 1077
pounds. Estimated live weight 1300 pounds.

1874 —Lemue P. Cooper of Croydon hasapigwhich girts7 ft. 2 inches estimated to wei ght 1300 pounds.
1870—N.P. Blodgett of Newbury recently killed ahog which weighed 714 poundswhen dressed.

1871 —John Nesmith of Hancock lately killed ahog which weighed 770 poundswhen dressed.

HAPPENINGSON THE NEW ORCHARD ROAD

Thebelow happened in Epsom on the New Orchard Road 1916-1921-1927 - 3 men, neighbors.
Intheyear 1916 aman committed suicide by shooting himsalf with ashotgun.

Intheyear 1921 hisneighbor killed himself, hea so used ashotgun.

A manwho lived onthe sameroad ashort distance from these two men, madetheremark “if thiscomes
any closer tomel shal moveaway” or smilar words. Intheyear 1927 thislast man took hisownlife, with
ashotgun. Onemiledistancefromthefirst tothelast suicide.

On Sunday morning September 30, 1962, John H. Kelley went to the store at the Epsom Traffic Circleand
tried to buy some shot gun shells. At thisstorethey did not have any shellsso he could not purchase any.
Mr. Kelley informed them at the storethat hewasintending to shoot himself with hisshotgun and that he
needed two shells. Hecalled at Roscoe W. Quimby’sfilling station and bid him good-byetel ling himthat he
would not beseeing himagain.

Asfar asweknow henext visited GeorgeW. Knowles home. At thisplace he helped in the morning
moving arefrigerator. Georgethanked himfor hishelp, and John Kelley then said, now you candomea
favor, “1 want two 12 gauge shot gun shells, loaded with buck shot.” Mr. Knowlesasked Mr. Kelley what
hewanted buckshot shellsfor at thisseason of theyear. Theanswer John Kelley gavehimwas*| havea
jobto do over onthe North Road and then | intend to usetheremaining shell tokill myself with.” George
Knowlestalked with John Kelley trying to persuade him to get that sort of anideaout of hismind.

After leaving the Knowlesres dence he next went to thehome of ThomasR. Yeaton, asking for the shot gun
shells. Now | think that Mr. Yeaton had shells, but refused to let Mr. Kelley have any and hethentalked
with Johnfor about onehaf hour trying to advisehim against doing anything likekilling himself, but al tono
purpose.

Immediately after heleft ThomasYeaton tel ephoned to the parentsof John H. Kelley, George P. and Esther
Keley wholive onthe North Road. They started out to find their son John, but beforethey found him he
had goneto Northwood Narrows, procured shellsfor hisgun and just before he cameto Epsom Village
and hishome, hedrove off the main highway onto alittle used road and committed suicide. Hewasin his
small truck whenthey found him. Thetruck waslater taken away by friendsof thefamily and burned.

THE UNKNOWN MANBELIEVED TOHAVE
BEEN MURDERED IN GOSSVILLE NEW HAMPSHIRE
About theyear 1887

Inthespring of 1915, Mrs. IdaM. Goss, who lived inthevillage of Gossville sent her young son, Nathan,
out to the garden, quite closeto her house, to bury ahenwhich had died. Thiswas on a Sunday afternoon.
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Nathan went to the small plot of ground which had been used many yearsasagarden. He had hardly
commenced to dig when hisshovel struck something hard. Thinking it wasastone, he priedit out but
instead of astoneit wasthe skull of ahuman being.

Therewas much excitement for atime. The county coroner came from Concord and examined the skull and
other bones of the skeleton; he said it wasthe skel eton of aman who had been buried twenty-fiveyearsor
possbly alittlelonger.

Mrs. Gosssaid, well, if it hasbeen buried thereall that time, cover it up andlet it remain there. But after
deeping, if shedid deep that night, she changed her mind and onthefollowing morning | received aphone
call from her, asking meto come and get the skeleton. As| was chairman of the Board of Selectmen of
Epsom, at that time | complied with her request. Moving theremainsto the cemetery at Gossvilleand
burying theminthetownlot. | made someinquiry of some of the older citizensaround town and found one
manwho cameup withthisstory.

“A largetwo story house near where the human boneswerefound, was used at thetimethismanwas
probably killed, asaboarding house. Thiswaswhen the Epsom Shoe Factory was operating, employing
Sixty or seventy hands, the shoefactory wasjust acrosstheriver from the boarding houseand thisperson||
interviewed said, that asaboy and young man, heworked at the shoefactory and could well remember one
of the men, who boarded at the boarding house, acrosstheriver, coming into the shop onemorning, looking
asif hehad beeninafight and saying, “ Therewasaterriblefight over to thehouselast night.”

Another person told methat aMr. James Clark, who lived not far from the boarding house, cameinto the
storeinthevillage saying “ They havekilled aman at the boarding house, | found aman’sclotheshidden
behind alargerock upinthewood just back of the boarding house.”

Not much attention was paid to thisman’sstory astherewasno one missing fromthevillage or who
worked at the shoefactory. But the dates, the man who cameinto thefactory that morning telling about the
terriblefight, the clothes hidden by therock, the skeleton found inlater years and the coronersreport, all
add up toaman being killed at the boarding house and at that time.

Thehouseisgtill standing and isused for adwelling by oneor morefamilies. Thelarge shoefactory isgone
having been burnedintheyear 1916.

Inthe daysthat thisman wasthought to have been killed, men would travel from placeto placeworking for
atime, then move on to sometown wheretherewasashoefactory that could offer them employment.
Therewasalso agreat number of “ Pack Peddlers’ who travel ed the country staying at night wherever they
could find lodgings. Men like thosejust mentioned who had no permanent home, would not be missed from
any community.

BURIED IN“FRIENDSCEMETERY” ON CATAMOUNT
INTHETOWNOFPITTSFIELD, N.H.

Onthe Thompson Lot
L ewis Thompson born September 23, 1819, died February 18, 1862, age at death 42 yearsand 5 months.
Hewasbornin Epsom and died in Epsom, lived at the Thompson placeonthe“hill” —inlater yearsknown

asthe“Babb Farm”. Thiswasalargefarm on the east side of the North Road near Chestnut Pond.
Elizabeth L ocke, wifeof Lewis Thompson, wasthe daughter of Edward L ocke and Elizabeth (Meader)
Locke. Shewasbornin Barrington July 6, 1820. Died November 23, 1898, age 78 years4 mo 16 days.
L ewisand Elizabeth Thompson were married September 2, 1841. On November 20, 1864 Elizabeth
Thompson married for her second husband, Israel Durgin of Northwood, NH, who wasborn October 20,
1797. Hedied in Pittsfield, NH December 12, 1880. Heisburied in thiscemetery on the Thompson lot.
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Thechildren of Lewisand Elizabeth Thompsonwere: 1) LydiaM. who wasborn November 21, 1843, died
January 24, 1907, age63y 2m 3 d. Shewasbornin Epsom and died in Epsom. LydiaM. Thompson
married Dec. 25, 1862 Joseph Prescott L ocke, who wasborn in Epsom June 30, 1842, died in Epsom
February 12, 1911. Hewasthe son of Simeon Prescott Lockeand Sally B. (Cass) Locke. Joseph and his
wifelived onthe New Orchard Road wherethey both died. They had no children. Heisburied onthe
Thompson Lot asishiswifeLydiaM. Thompson. Joseph P. Locke ageat death 68y 7 m 18 d.

2) Sarah W. Thompson born December 27, 1845 married September 20, 1883, Henry Arnett. Had no
children.

3) Mary A. Thompson born December 3, 1847, married November 22, 1871, Wilber F. Fernald. They
livedin Dover and had ason Ernest W. Fernald born May 6, 1875 and another son Ralph S. Fernald born
July 25, 1883.

4) Henry F. Thompson, born July 31, 1852, died May 1, 1867, age at death 14 yrs9 mo. Thistheir only
sonisburiedinthe Thompson|ot.

5) Lucy L. Thompson bornApril 14, 1856 married first on November 17, 1883 George W. Friel. They had
asonArthur Onley Friel born May 31, 1880. Shemarried for her second husband in theyear 1900,
CharlesA. Bean of Warner, NH.

Arthur O. Friel wasborn at Detroit Michigan May 31, 1885. Died at Concord, NH January 27, 1959. He
wasagraduate of YaeUniversity, anewspaperman, author, explorer, listed inWho'swho inAmerica,
taught at High School in Manchester after hisgraduation from Yale. Oneof thefirst whitemento explorethe
headwaters of the Orinoco River in South America. A member of the Explorer’sclub of New York.

Hewent to school at the New Orchard Road school in Epsom. At that time hewas staying with hisUncle
Joseph and Aunt LydiaL ocke. When hismother lived in Epsom they lived in the cottage at Gossville,
(wherel now live 1962). At that time he attended the school at Gossville. Weweretogether agreat deal as
boysand one summer when hewasat Yale University, during vacation, heworked for me haying, that must
have beenintheyear 1906. Arthur wason the Roll of Honor in theyears 1896-1897 at Gossville School, in
theyear 1899 at New Orchard Road school. Hethen left town to attend High School, then to college.

Mrs. Bessie G Friel, widow of Arthur O. Friel, now livesin Concord, NH (1962). She wasthe daughter of
Mr. And Mrs. Knowlton of Manchester, NH. Her father, Mr. Knowlton was at onetime Mayor of
Manchester, NH.

THE THOMPSON FARM IN EPSOM, NH

Theoldest tax record that | have available of Tax Payersin Epsomisintheyear 1846. Intheyear 1846
Arnold Thompson wastaxed for 123 acres of land val ue $1107.00, buildings $325.00, one horse $70.00,
eleven cattle $212.00, six sheep $300.00. Lewis Thompson one horse $35.00, seven cattle $122.00, ten
sheep $18.00.

A few yearslater theland wastaxed thus. Arnold Thompson 83 acresand Lewis Thompson for 41 acres.
Intheyear 1862 Arnold Thompson wastaxed the samebut LewisThompson was*Heirsof Lewis
Thompson”. Intheyear 1864 thetax record readsArnold Thompson, “heirsof” 124 acresand no
livestock. During the years 1846 to 1863 much livestock wastaxed to Arnold and Lewis Thompson.
Recordson the gravestonein the Friend Cemetery, Pittsfield, NH read thus. Lewis Thompson, born
September 23, 1819, Died February 18, 1862. Age 42 yrsand 5 months. Hewasbornin Epsom, Diedin
Epsom. | would assumefrom thisrecord that the Thompson farm on the“Hill” was owned and occupied by
the Thompson family asfar back as 1800, perhapsat an earlier date.

Note: Intheyears 1846 and 1847, Arnold and L ewis Thompson weretaxed for 123 acres of land and
much livestock. These arethe oldest town record that | canlocate at thistime. (1962)
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DANIEL PHILBRICK FAMILY

Daniel Philbrick, son of Daniel Philbrick and Margaret (Ayers) Philbrick, wasborn Sept. 4, 1753 in
Hampton, NH, cameto Epsom, married Ruth Merrill. Daniel Philbrick diedin Epsomin 1835 aged 82
years. Ruth hiswifedied October 22, 1848 aged 92 years, both buried in the cemetery onthefarmwhere
they lived. Perkins Philbrick and John Philbrick, brothersof Daniel, also settled in Epsom about the same
timeastheir brother Danie did and near him. Perkins Philbrick died in 1838 aged 80 years and thewidow
of John Philbrick died in 1855 aged 96 years. Thesethree brothershad sistersMary, called Molly who
married Jonathan Marston. Mary wasborn Sept. 5, 1766. Another sister, Abigail born Feb. 1769, died
unmarried June 23, 1862. | think that thisMary or “Molly” (Philbrick) Marston and her sister Abigail or
“Nabby” Philbrick, weretheAunt “Nabby” and Aunt “Molly”, ssterswho cameto Epsom when their
brother Danid Philbrick (“King David’ sfather) who wasin hislast sickness. (Hedied in 1835). Therewere
other brothersand sistersin thisfamily. Jonathan Philbrick born January 28, 1756 married March 5, 1780,
Esther Dow, daughter of Benjamin Dow of Kingston. Perkins Philbrick born July 23, 1758. John Philbrick
born Jan. 27, 1761. Rachel Philbrick born Sept. 12, 1763, married Thomas L eavitt on Feb. 10, 1785. She
died Dec. 9, 1843.

Minah Philbrick born Aug. 24, 1803, married Eben Fogg. Shewasthe daughter of PerkinsPhilbrick and his
wife Olive (Garland) Philbrick. Minah Philbrick bornin Epsom wasadopted by her Uncle Simon Garland of
North Hampton, NH

2) Jonthan Philbrick born Jan. 28, 1756, died May 19, 1822, hemarried on March 5, 1780 Esther Dow.
Livedin Hampton.

3) PerkinsPhilbrick, born July 23, 1758, afarmer in Epsom. Married first Mar. 27, 1785, Olive Garland,
bornin North Hampton Apr. 12, 1759, 8 children, shedied Oct. 28, 1803. Hemarried 2™ on July 21,
1805, Hannah Furnald, bornin Barrington, Oct. 5, 1767, had five children and died Mar. 30, 1855. Perkins
Philbrick died Feb. 1, 1838, age near 80 years.

4) John Philbrick born Jan. 27, 1861, married Aug. 24, 1791, Abhia Green of Kensington, born Sept. 10,
1759. Died at Epsom, Dec. 10, 1853. John Philbrick died July 25, 1826. They had for children: Phebe
bornApril 20, 1794, died July 14, 1859.

5) Rachel, born Sept. 12, 1763, married Thomas L eavitt and died Dec. 9, 1843.

6) Molly, born Sept. 4, 1766, married Jonathan Marston and died Aug. 16, 1849

Mary or Molly wasborn Sept. 4, 1766, died Aug. 16, 1849, and married Jonathan Marston Dec. 12,
1793..

7) Abigail born Feb. 16, 1769, died June 23, 1862, not married.

8) Sally Philbrick who married Jonathan Elkins, wasborn Nov. 24, 1772. Died May 11, 1811. Shewas
married Nov. 26, 1795. Their daughter Margaret lived at her Uncle David Philbricks. She married aman
from Porter, Maine. She had abrother Harvey born about 1802.

THEBLAKEFAMILY OFNEW HAMPSHIRE

Itissupposed that “thefirst one by the name of Blakewho cameto thiscountry wasWilliam Blakewho
cameto Dorchester, Massachusettswith hisfamily in theyear 1630 intheship‘Mary and John’, oneby the
name of Jasper Blakebeing oneof thefamily.”
Thisfamily camefrom Little Baddow, in Essex County, England and it isa so supposed that Jasper Blake
wasoneof theearly settlersof Hampton, NH.
1) Jasper Blakedied at Hampton Feb. 11, 1673. Hiswifewas Deborah Dalton, shedied Dec. 20,
1678. Their children were Deborah, Timothy, Isradl, Jasper, John, Sarah, Joshua, Samuel, Dorothy
and Philemon.
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2) Timothy Blakemarried Naomi Sleeper in 1679, died 1718. Hischildren, Moses, I srael, Aaron,
Deborah, Naomi, Ruth and Samuel.

3) lsrad Blake, settled in Nottingham, married Leah unknown, died April 1753. Hischildren: Deborah,
wifeof Ebenezer Tucker; Sarah, wifeof Ephraim Elkins; Eliza, wifeof Obadiah Griffin; Jedediah,
Joseph, Israel and Benjamin.

4) Joseph BlakebornFeb. 2, 1711, married and lived in Epping, died about 1763. Hischildren were
Joseph, born Oct. 28, 1740, died March 9, 1810; Theophilus, born March 27, 1742, died Aug. 7,
1822; Mehitable, wifeof _ Swain, died Aug. 7, 1896; Sherburne born Oct. 29, 1745, died
March 2, 1822; Asahel, died Sept. 1822; Sarah, wife of John Harvey, died Dec. 5, 1837. Sarah
Blake, who married John Harvey wasbornin 1748. John Harvey built theHotel at Northwood
Center in 1781. Thishotel wasknown for many yearsasthe“ Harvey House” and still standing
(1962);

5) Jonathan Blake, born Dec. 7, 1753 or 1754 settled in Northwood about 1770, together with his
brothers Sherburneand Asahdl. Thisplaceisknown as®Blakes Hill.” Hemarried Mary Dow who
wasborn at Epping Dec. 26, 1758. Hedied Nov. 4, 1825. Their children were Jonathan, died Jan.
19, 1825; Marcy Norris; John Lauris; Dudley Dow, born 1792, died March 6, 1862 —hisfirst wife
wasMarthaMarston of Deerfield, died Sept. 6, 1848 age 52 years. Their children, Mary, Martha
and John. Mr. Blakemarried for hissecond wife Elizabeth L ocke Hayes, widow of thelate James
C. Locke.

6) JohnLaurisBlake, born Dec. 21, 1788,married LouisaGray Richmond June 25, 1814. Shedied
Jan. 3, 1816; married Mary Howe Dec. 6, 1816. Hedied July 6, 1857. Hischildren were: Henry
Kirk, born Dec. 26, 1815, died July 4, 1834; Alexander Vietts, born July 26, 1818; Louisa
Richmond, born Feb. 6, 1822, and married George F. Taylor; John Laurisborn March 25, 1831,
married Oct. 20, 1858, Angeline N. Holbrook. They had one daughter Annie Holbrook born Aug.
22, 1859.

Descendants of the Blakes of Blake' sHill ill livein Northwood. Mrs. Bessie B. Sherman and her son,

with hisfamily, Herbert A. Sherman, who own and operated alarge and modern garagein Northwood,

1961.

THEBLAKE FAMILY OF EPSOM,NEW HAMPSHIRE
AND NEIGHBORING TOWNSFROM 1733 TO 1822

John Blake of Greenland wasthe son of John Blake who wasthe son of Jasper Blake of Hampton, who
wasone of theearly settlersof Hampton. This John Blakewho camefrom Greenland helpedinthe
settlement of Epsom, but he himself wasof Greenland “ aslateasMarch 2, 1741-42" . Hewasin
Epsom Dec. 2, 1743 and was moderator at ameeting held by the proprietorsin Epsom at that time. His
son Samuel Blake cameto Epsom asearly as 1733, hewasonly fifteen yearsold at thetime. He bought
onehundred acres of land from the I ndians paying them ten shillingsfor theland and gave them hisjack-
knifefor one shilling. Thisisthehomefarm of Mrs. Eleanora(Chedey) Nutter (1962). Mrs. Nutter isa
direct descendant of Sergeant Samuel Blake.

Samuel Blake'sfirst wifewas Sarah Libby of Rye, they weremarried Nov. 24, 1743. Shewasthe
daughter of Jacob and Sarah Libbey. Hissecond wifewas Esther Bickford, the daughter of Thomas
and Esther (Adams) Bickford of Madbury. Mrs. Hester (Bickford) Pickard isadirect descendant of
Esther Bickford Blake, the second wife of Samuel Blake. Hedied August 19, 1801 age 83 years. His
wife Esther Bickford died June 27, 1804 age 68 years. Hiswill under date of Aug. 22, 1797 named
thirteen children, thefirst three by hisfirst wife, the othersby hissecond wife. Their nameswere:
Hepzibah, who married Abraham Wallace of Epsom 2) Mary married Simeon Chapman, also of Epsom
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3) Mehitable becamethewife of William M oses of Chichester, the son of Mark Mosesof Epsom 4)
Esther married Josiah Knowles, who lived on the New Orchard Road in Epsom, thefarmisnow
owned and occupied by Walter B. Chase. Josiah Knowlesdied year 1840 age 85 years. Hiswife,
Esther Blakediedin 1822 at age 61 years. They are both buried in the Knowles Cemetery onthe New
Orchard Road opposite the Josiah Knowles (now W.B. Chase 1962) large colonia style house. Josiah
Knowleswasthe son of Jonathan Knowles5) Sarah Blake married Jonathan Fellows of Chichester 6)
Abigail Blake married Simeon Lockeof Locke' sHill, Epsom 7) RebeccaBlake married ThomasL ake
of Chichester 8) Mercy Blake married Joseph Goss 9) Temperance Blake married Joseph Knowles 10)
Hannah Blake married Robert Lake of Chichester 11) Samuel Blake Jr. 12) Elizabeth Blakemarried
John Chedey of Epsom, son of Lemuel,son of Lemuel of Durham 13) JamesBlake married Jane
Sherburne, livedin Chichester. Another record readsthat there were sixteen children, fourteen girlsand
all hadlargefamilies. James Blakewho married Jane Sherburneissaid to havealargefamily of children,
asnearly al theothers.

Therewere other Blake'sthat lived in Epsom. Thomas Blake, the son of John Blake Sr.. Jethro Blake
cameto Epsom from Epping, lived in Epsom to old age. Thomas, who moved to Chichester, another
son Benjamin of Epsomin 1762-1765 moved to Wolfeboro, N.H.. A Dearborn Blakewas of Epsomin
1754.

All the Blakesof the New England States are descendants of William Blakewho cameto thiscountry
about theyear 1630 according to theold records| haveread.

So thereisno question about the ancestry of Sarah Blakewho married John Foss of Strafford, or of
ElizaBlakewho married JamesL . Fossof Barnstead, although | find no record of the children of
Samuel Blake' ssonsand daughtersexcept that they al had largefamiliesand lived in Epsom and the
neighboring towns.

FOSSAND BLAKE

John Foss, the son of Mark and Amy (Thompson) Fosswasbornin Strafford May 6, 1757. He
married Sarah Blakewho died December 17, 1822. They are both buried inthe cemetery at therear of
Strafford Academy.

John Fosswasasoldier of the Revolution enlisting July 10, 1781 in Captain JoshuaWoodman's
company. Thechildren of John and Sarah Blake Fosswere: Sarah, Betsey, Jonathan, James, Priscilla,
Abigail and John B.. Jonathan Foss, the eldest son wasborn on March 22, 1790 at Strafford, NH. He
owned afarm at Strafford Ridgeand intheyear 1817 exchanged it for one of twenty-seven acresin
Center Barnstead, owned at that time by Colonel W. Lyford.

Thisfarm was covered with timber, which he cleared off, and thevillage of Center Barnstead was built
onthesite. When Jonathan Foss moved to hisfarm in Barnstead therewasasmall house, ashed and a
one-housegristmill onit. Helived onthisfarm until hisdegth intheyear 1876 at the age of eighty-six
years.

Hemarried in Strafford, Margaret Bean, who died in the course of ayear. Hemarried secondin
Barnstead, awidow, Alice Ham, the daughter of Nathaniel and Dolly (Marshal) Nutter, shecamefrom
Newington, NH. Their children were: Eli H, JamesL ., Jonathan, Nancy, Margaret, Dorothy, Mary Ann
and John.

JamesL. Foss, their second son, married ElizaBlake, they lived in Barnstead, NH.

Nancy Fossmarried Nathan Aikens. Margaret Fossmarried Samuel S. Shackford. Dorothy Foss
married Levi C. Scruton. Mary Ann married Jeremiah Hackett.

Eli Ham Foss, the eldest child of Jonathan and Alice (Nutter) Foss, wasbornin Center Barnstead July
16, 1819. Hemarried August 23, 1844, Mary Ann Furber, born March 12, 1818, the daughter of
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Edmund and Deborah (Walker) Furber of Alton, both membersof old familiesof Center Barnstead.
Mrs. Fossdied October 25, 1888 at age seventy years. Mr. Fosslived many years after the death of
hiswife, hewasaiveintheyear 1906.

Mr. and Mrs. Foss had for children: Oscar Foss, who had alarge businessin wood and lumber for
many years, hemarried November 5, 1871, Sarah UrsulaYoung, the daughter of Oliver H.P. and Emily
J. (Tuttle) Young. Theother children of Jonathan and Alice FosswereMary Ann, NellieD. and Estie.
Mary Annmarried John F. Chesley and had two children. Nelliemarried Reuben G York; Estiemarried
Emory L. Tuttle, had onechild.

Jasper Blakewho settled in Hamptonin 1640 wasarel ative of thethen famous British Admiral Robert
Blake. JoshuaBlake'sson Jeremiah Blakelivedin Hampton Falls, N.H., where hisson Enoch (1) was
born. Enoch Blake (1) servedinthe Revolutionary War under Genera Stark. Intheyear 1787 he
moved to Pittsfield. Hiswifewas Hannah Eastman, they had children, one of whom was named Enoch
Blake(2). Thissonwasbornin Rittsfield August 22, 1796. Enoch Blake (2) wasasoldier inthe War of
1812. Hemarried Lydia Smith, the daughter of Josiah and Bathseba Rand Smith of Chichester. They
werethe parentsof five children. Their oldest son FrancisBlake, wasborn September 3, 1837in
Hampton. Later thefamily livedin Aittsfield. ThisFrancis Blakewasthe great-grandson of Jeremiah
Blake, son of Joshua. FrancisBlake married in theyear 1866, someonefrom Kingston. They had
severd childrenandlivedin Pittsfidd.

WORTH FAMILY

Onamap of thetown of Epsom compiledintheyear 1858, what isnow known asthe Worth house
wasmarked J. Tripp. A.C. Parson lived on the opposite corner, J. Burnham at thefour cornersasdid T.
Wells. W.Yeaton Jr. lived at thetop of the hill where George E. Batchelder lived in later years. Mrs.
Robinson at the place now owned by the Krenn family. The S. Worth housewas at thefoot of thehill
located very near the homeof Rev. Ernest Russell (1962). J. Brown just beyond, at theHenry S.
Mooreplace (1962). J. Spurlin at the L.S. Batchelder home (1962).

Rev. Edmund Worthismentioned in the history of East Weare Church intheyears 1830 to 1843. John
Worths nameismentioned many times. John was anative of Weare or rather he cameto Weare about
theyear 1770. He served as clerk of the east Weare church for many years, amember of the
Committee of Safety year 1777. Heisnamed on thelist of menwho went to Ticonderoga. Intheyear
1781 John Worth was selectman of Weare. In 1783 anew church wasformed, John Worth was one of
thetwenty-seven personswho signed anew covenant in forming the new church, Heheld other
important officesin the town of Weare, N.H.

Joseph Worth bought land in Gossvillein 1769. His son, John and hiswifeAnna, and aJohn Jr., and
wifeMary (Danforth) all united with the Epsom Church 1767-1773. None of them signed the
Association Test in Epsom, they may haveall livedin Chichester. Theland at Gossville seemsto have
been occupied by Benjamin Goodwin, probably ason-in-law. Heand wife Lydiahad children 1770-
1790 Gilman, Joseph Worth, Nathan, Jacob, Anna, Benjamin, LydiaWorth, Rhoda Col by and Timothy.
The 1790 censusfound no Worth familiesin Epsom or vicinity. A Joseph Worth of Epsom married
Hannah Trippin 1799. They had children Joseph, Sally who married Jeremiah Burnham, Richard T.
(1804-1891), John, Jamesand Samudl.
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MOSESFAMILY

Samuel Mosesfrom Greenland, wasof Epsomin 1760, first at Gossville. In 1769 he sold thereand
bought Lot No. 67 at the mountain. Helived theretill 1800 when he sold to hisbrother Jamesand went
to Meredith where severa of hissonshad preceded him. The place has since been owned by
descendants of James, the present owner being Mrs. James Tripp (1910). Samuel’sfather Mark Moses
(1702-1789) wasin Epsom by 1762, alittle above Gossville. His sons, Sylvanus (1754-1832) and
James (1758-1819) succeeded him and added to the estatetill it included sometwo hundred acres,
reaching fromtheriver to the New Orchard Road. Sylvanuslived near theriver; JamesatA.D.
Sherburne' splace (present owner MissNéllie F. Sherburne, Albert D. Sherburne’sdaughter 1960).
JamesMosesisburied in acemetery onthe Sherburnefarm, hedied August 17, 1819, age 62 years.
Other Mosesburied in same cemetery —Jane Moses, died August 17, 1867, age 82 years, 10 months,
8 days, Moses| son of John and Sarah died 1822, age 23 years. James M oses, son of John and Sarah
died 1824 age 11 years. Elizabeth, wife of JamesMoses (who died August 17, 1819, age 62) died
November 3, 1826, James Jr. died October 30, 1812, age 30 years. Mark Mosesdied March 11,
1811, aged 30 years, 1 month, 22 days. [ed. Note—the James and M oses above are actually sons of
John and Sarah (Moses) L ake]

THELOCKE FAMILY OF LOCKE’SHILL EPSOM, NH

Jonathan LockeborninRye, NH March 15, 1702 married March 2, 1727, Sarah Haines, daughter of
William and Mary (Lewis) Hainesof Greenland, NH. They werethe parentsof twelve children of whom
thelr fifth child, ason, was named David Locke born August 24, 1735. Hemarried first on February 9,
1758, Hannah L overing, another record givesthe name of hisfirst wifeasAnnaL overing of Kensington,
NH. They weremarried Feb. 9, 1758. She wasthe daughter of John Lovering and wasborn March 11,
1739 0.S,, diedin Rye Sept. 23, 1807. He married second on March 24, 1809, widow Olive
(Marden) Elkins, who was born January 6, 1747, died December 4, 1835. ThisDavid Lockewas
known as Deacon David Locke, but | find no record of what church hewasaDeacon. Helived about
onemilefromthe Center Churchin Rye, NH. Hewasselectmanin 1777-79, againin 1783 and 1784
alsomoderator in 1785. Hehired soldiersin Ryein 1781 for the Revol utionary War. Helivedin Rye
andin Epsomon*Locke sHill” and died Rye June 3, 1810, leaving thirteen children, al married. The
childrenwere:

1) ReubenLocke, bornApril 26, 1758, married in Epsom, March 27, 1791, Phebe Chapman.

2) SimeonLocke, born March 21, 1760, married in Epsom, January 29, 1784, Abigail Blake of
Epsom. Shewasthe daughter of Samuel Blake and hissecond wife Esther (Bickford) Blake.
Abigail Blakewasborn February 23, 1776, died July 13, 1839. This Simeon Lockewasthefirst of
thethreeto settleon Locke' sHill in Epsom.

3) SarahLockeborn November 21, 1761, married in Portsmouth November 15, 1780, Joshua
Webster, married 2" Solomon Waterhouse.

4) Mary LockebornMay 7, 1763 or ' 64 married in Hampton November 3, 1785, Josiah B.

Sanborn.

5) DavidLocke. Deacon David wasborn Nov. 24, 1765, married May 31, 1789 AnnaTowle of
Hampton and moved to Epsom, “L ocke' sHill”. ThisDeacon David L ocke wasthe second of the
three brothersto settle on Locke' sHill June 1792.

6) Jonathan Locke, born February 19, 1768, married 1% December 23, 1790, MissLydiaHall,
second December 1826, Mrs. Hannah (Tarlton) Beals.
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7) Levi Lockeborn February 7, 1770, married in Hampton Falls, NH, August 31, 1796, Hannah
Prescott. Levi Lockewasthethird brother to cometo Epsom and settle on Locke' sHill.

8) Rev.Dr. JohnLocke, bornMay 22, 1772, married Abigail Dearborn of North Hampton.

9) AnnahLocke, bornMarch 27, 1774, married Jan. 2, 1792, Timothy Prescott.

10) Dr. William Locke, born April 9, 1776, married Oct. 23, 1800, Esther Knowles of Epsom or
Pembroke, NH. Their son Albion Locke married Mary AnnaL ocke, the daughter of Deacon David
Lockeand hiswifePolly Carleton.

11) Abigail D. Lockeborn November 20, 1778, married January 2, 1797, her second cousin, Capt.
Bickford Lang. Hewasbornin RyeNov. 6, 1774, diedin Huntington, Ohio April 5, 1861. Hewas
aLieutenantin NH State Militiain 1812 and aCaptainin 1814 when he and fourteen of hismen
volunteered for active service. Hewas placed in command at Fort Sullivaninthe Stateof Maine. In
theyear 1800 hemoved to Epsom, New RyeDistrict and lived there until hewent to Ohioin 1837.
Hewasablacksmith whenin Epsom.

12) Benjamin Locke born December 28, 1780, married October 18, 1801 Miss PameliaConnor.

13) Nancy LockebornMarch 9, 1785, marriedin Greenland April 2, 1801, MorrisLamprey.

Locke' sHill deriveditsnamefrom thethree brothersthat settled on thishill. They were Simeon, David and
Levi Locke. Locke' sHill in Epsom, NH, elevation 600 feet isin thethird range of lots, about the center of
Lot numbers 102-103-104, extending to the rangeway on the east. Thefirst Locketo settleon Locke's
Hill was Simeon Locke, bornin Rye, NH March 21, 1760, married in Epsom, January 29, 1784, Abigail
Blake of Epsom, the daughter of Samuel Blakeand hiswife Esther (Bickford) Blake. Abigall Blakewas
born February 23, 1766, died July 13, 1839.

Simeon Locke and hisbrother Reuben L ocke enlisted in Captain Parson’s Company July 4, 1777 and
served inthe Revolutionary War. Inthe early daysit was customary to cast oxen on their sidewhen shoeing
them. Helping in thiswork when quite young helost an eye by an ox throwing back hishorn, but in spite of
thishandicap he became an excellent marksman. At the close of thewar in 1783 he cameto Epsom. At that
time bridle pathsand blazed treeswere the means of reaching many partsof thetown. Simeon L ockefirst
settled inaclearing located about half amilewest of the Sherburneroad inthe north part of thetown. A few
yearslater he bought and moved upon thefarm on thetop of Locke sHill wherehewasjoinedin June
1792 by hisbrother David, who settled on the next farm, south and in 1799 or 1800 by hisbrother Levi
who settled on the next farm north. Thethreebrothersat thistime owned al the beautiful round topped hill
and much of theland in the adjoining valley. To the south of them stretched the valleys of the Suncook and
theMerrimack.

Theroad over Locke' sHill waslaid outin 1784. Inthe sameyear aWilliam Ordeon sometimes spelt
Odiorne, had ahouse at or near what was|later know asthe Ames place—but helived mostly in Durham.
Arthur C. Lockehad intheyear 1960 the original brassdoor knockersfrom the home of hisgreat
grandfather Levi Lockewhich had thedate 1799 onit. In hisyounger days Simeon P. Locke, son of Levi,
was" Choir Master” at the Congregationa Churchin Epsom. Thiswasthe church building that wasbuiltin
theyear 1845 and torn down in 1909. It was at this site of the present Knowles house, now occupied by
Gilbert H. Knowles(1962). Inthose early daysthe church service consisted of two, hour-long sermons,
with one-hour intermissions. It issaid that Simeon P. Lockewould at thetime of the one-hour intermission,
gotohishomeon Locke' sHill, feed forty head of cattleand returnintimeto lead thesinging of thefirst
hymn at the second service. He did not have the means of travel we now have (1952) but went on foot, he
wasafast walker and ran much of theway, especially downthehills (astold by hisson Joseph P. Locke
when | wasaboy) Geo. H. Yeaton
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After thedeath of Levi Lockeintheyear 1850, thefarm waskept by hisfamily or some of hisdescendants
until theyear 195?whenit was sold to other partieshaving beenin the Lockefamily for morethan one
hundred andfifty years.

Theorigina Locke homestead waskept by the descendants of the David L ockefamily until theyear 1915,
itwasthen soldto CharlesA. Reid. Itisstill owned by amember of that family, Neil G Reid. Itisquite
evident that after Simeon Locke moved to theintervalsof East Concord, that David L ocke moved to the
origina homestead on Locke'sHill. Asall that remainsof hishomeissomeof theold foundationsand awell
tomark itslocation. It wasintheyear 1818 that Simeon L ocke moved to East Concord, wherehedied
August 12, 1839.

| believethat theview from Locke sHill isthemost beautiful to befound from any homefor many miles.
“Locke' sHill” (thename) isonly amemory now asthe Reid family having lived therenearly fifty years, itis
naturaly and properly called Reid'sHill.

ALBIONLOCKEOFLOCKE'SHILL

Albion Lockewasbornin Lyman, April 28, 1822, died in Epsom September 4, 1901. He wasthe son of
Doctor William Locke and hiswife Esther (Knowles) Locke. Dr. Lockewasaphysicianin Lyman until
1824, hethen went to Irasburg, Vermont, where hedied March 3, 1841. Hewasbornin RyeApril 9,

1776, married Esther Knowles of Epsom, daughter of Simeon Knowles of Pembroke. Esther Knowleswas
born November 29, 1781 and died January 3, 1874.

Albion Locke cameto Locke' sHill intheyear 1848 and on June 15, 1848 married Mary Ann Locke, the
daughter of Deacon David Locke and hiswife Mary or Polly (Carleton) Locke. Mary Ann Lockewasborn
May 10, 1821, died March 10, 1906. Born and died in Epsom, Locke'sHill, her father Deacon David
Lockedied January 29, 1872.

After the death of Deacon L ocke, Albion Locke devoted all of histimein the operation of thefarm.
Previousto thishe had owned and operated the millsat Epsom, “ Slab City”, at that timetherewasa
sawmill on oneside of theroad and agristmill on the other side, using the samewater to run both mills. |
supposethat the dam was at the same placethat theonewasin later years. Astherewerelong stacksand
pilesof dabsat thesidesof theroad, thispart of Epsom becameknown as* Slab City”.

The present gristmill wasbuilt about the year 1880 by Henry S. Knowles, who bought the storein 1876
and alittlelater bought themills.

Therewasalarge orchard onthe Locke Hill farmwhich Albion Lockeimproved and enlarged by setting out
many young fruit treesand grafting the older onesand at that date wasthelargest and best fruit orchard in
thisvicinity.

Theold gristmill built and operated by Henry S. Knowlesabout 1880 wastorn down about the middle of
October 1966.

ALBION LOCKE and hisROAD PROJECT

Intheyears 1896 and 1897, Albion L ocke, one of thelargeland ownersand farm operatorsin Epsom,
tried to interest the town of Epsom and went to much expense himself, to haveanew road built which
would connect the New Orchard Road with Epsom Depot and the village of Gossville, making it amuch
shorter distanceto these placesand at the sametimediminating eight hills, al ontheNew Orchard Road
from the schoolhouse to the end of theroad at the turnpike. The proposed road would have had only three
itsentirelength.

Therewasat thistime severa winter roadswhich | et to the depot and were much in usein thewinter
months.



24

Mr. Locke was one of those who made much use of thewinter road from the New Orchard Road
schoolhouseto Gossville Village and Epsom Depot. He shipped hismilk onthetrain from the Epsom
Station, he hauled much wood and lumber over thiswinter road. A man of good judgment, not content to
continueoninthesameold rutsand practices, perhapsalittlevisionary. At first he purposed that aroad be
built from the junction of the L ocke and Sherburne roadswith the New Orchard Road at the schoolhouse
following thewinter road to Epsom R.R. Station, having aconnecting road leaving the New Orchard Road
onthewest side between the Perly Giles place and the James Yeaton farm buildings. Ashe could not get
much support onthisproject, hethen hired asurveryor and laid out aroad from the end of the Range Road
near the buildings of Joseph P. Locke (now owned by Mrs. GraceA. MacKay 1962). Thissurvey left the
New Orchard Road on thewest, running south-westerly through the pasture of Samuel W. Bickford and
joined the turnpike, now known as Route 4-9-202, at thefoot of “ Gray’sHill” later called “HolmesHill”.
Thiswasanideal routefor aroad to bebuilt, one small brook to crossand one cattle passto build.

A road with no hills, level ground or adlight downgradeall theway from the Range Road to the turnpike,
but the sel ectmen and otherswent against Mr. Locke and his proposed road, they could only seeasmall
increaseinther taxesand failed to seethe advantages of thisroad. One of the Selectmeneven said“If |
wasto go up the New Orchard Road from Gossville, | would go thelong way around and climb thelong
steep hill rather than go by way of the proposed road, even if it wasashorter way and no hillsto climb”.
Why are people so against progress?

Thefirst official turnpikebuiltinthe State of New Hampshirewasthe onefrom Concord to Piscatagua
Bridgein Durham. Thisturnpikewasbuilt across Epsom the entirewidth of thetown (from Chichester to
Northwood). The company building it wasincorporated in June 1796. Thetown or Epsomis6 mileslong
and four and onehaf milesinwidth.

Itiscurioushow uniformly thefirst roadstook hilly routes. Epsom began withits Canterbury road going
over thehill north of Gossvilleandits*road to Pembroke’ over Sanborn’sHill both roadswere soon
superseded by easy roadsthroughthevalleys.

THE SATURLEY'SOF EPSOM,NEW HAMPSHIRE
Fromtheyear 1793to theyear 1867
Taken from old records of thetown of Epsom

Intheyear 1793 Joseph Saturley wasliving in thetown of Epsom and wastaxed thus: one poll, 3 acres of
tillage, 10 acresof mowing, 14 acres of pasture and 73 acresof unimproved land together with one cow,
two year olds, money onhand or at interest L. O. S-17,-D.6.

Hewastaxed about the same during thefollowing yearswith some additionsto the acreage and live stock,
alwaystaxed for buildingsand under somedates, more money. Intheyear 1815, under the heading “ Marks
of Cattle, Sheep and Hogs’ — Joseph Satruley’smark for sheep and cattlewas‘ acrop off theleft ear, a
swallowstail intheright ear and ahalf penny under each ear.’

About theyear 1816, Joseph Saturley’ snameisfollowed by the name John L. Saturley, taxed for one poll,
one cow and onethreeyear old. Intheyear 1825 Joseph Saturley istaxed asfollows—onepoll, onehorse,
oneox, two cows, onethreeyear old, oneacretillage, 3 acreshay, 8 acrespasture, 55 acres of
unimproved land and buildings.

Intheyear 1825 Joseph Saturley istaxed asfollows: one poll, one horse, one ox, two cows, one 3 year
old, oneacretillage, 3 acreshay, 8 acres pasture, 55 acres of unimproved land and buildings.

John L. Saturley taxed exactly the same except hedid not haveany buildingson hislist. | assumethey were
father and son, asintheyear 1793, under birthsin thetown of Epsom, thefollowing: John Lamprey
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Saturley, born June 18, 1793, the son of Joseph and Mary Saturley. Recorded by D.L. Morrill, Town
Clerk.

Intheyear 1858 Joseph Saturley istaxed for one poll. Land, buildingsand live stock, the sameyear Samuel
Saturley istaxed one poll. Joseph Saturley istaxed in theyear 1859in Epsom. Intheyear 1860 John
Saturley istaxed for real and personal estatein Epsom. Joseph Saturley taxed intheyear 1867.

Intheyear 1863 Joseph Saturley isin onerecord asenlistingin the Fifteenth New Hampshire Regiment
(Heavy Artillery) Company G, hisageat thetime, 37 years.

| would assumethat thislast named Joseph Saturley wasthe son of John L. Saturley and the grandson of
Joseph Saturley Sr.

Three generations of the Saturley family from 1793-1867, aperiod of 74 years.

Fifty yearslater, John L. Saturley wastaxed 8 acresof land in Epsom - Non Resident ashewas aresident
of Chichester.

NASON

Intheyear 1793, William Nason istaxed in Epsom for thefollowing: 1 poll, 6 acres pasture, 1 horse, 1
cow, 12 year old, 27 acresunimproved land. Intheyear 1794, 1 poll, 2 acrestillage, 8 acresmowing, 28
acrespasture, 1 horse, 2 oxen, 3 cows, 1 3year old, 3 1 year old, no. of acres134 owned. Year 17951
poll, 2tillage, 8 mowing, 12 pasture, 1 horse, 1- 1 year old, 2 oxen, 1 cow, 1 3year old cattle, 137 no. of
acresof unimproved land.
| find no William Nason on the Tax papers of Epsom, NH after the above date 1795.
Dec. 22, 1775, Sarah Nason married John Baker (of Epping). March 7, 1785, Miss Betty Nason of
Chichester married | sachar Ring.
Inthelist of membersof thefirst churchin Epsom, organized intheyear 1761, the nameof Widow Nasonis
one of them, therewerethirteen original members. At alater date the name Widow Sarah Nasonisonalist
of church memberswho had removed from thetown of Epsom.
Then, fromthe L ocke Gened ogy comesthisinformation:
Asal ocke, bornin 1762 married in Epsom March 4, 1784, Widow Mary (Fletcher) Nason Shaw. Asa
Lockewasthe son of Lieut. Ephraim Locke, bornin RyeNH Feb. 10, 1730 and hiswife Comfort Dowrst,
bornAugust 21, 1731. They were married May 14, 1752. Comfort Dowrst was anative of Epsom (notice
how Dowst isspelled). Lieut Ephraim LockewasaRevolutionary War Soldier, hedied March 7, 1798.
Moreabout AsaL ocke, bornin 1763, married in Epsom March 4, 1784, Mrs. Mary (Fletcher) Nason
Shaw of Vermont who wasbornin 1758 and died February 12, 1844.
After their marriage, AsaL ocke moved to Vermont first to St. Albans, thento Richford, and thento
Springfield, VT. Hedied in St. AlbansVVermont November 19, 1847.
They werethe parents of four sons— Richard, born April 13, 1792, married first Jan. 22, 1817, Mercy
Munson, married second March 8, 1820, JuliaParker, married third October 1853, Evaline G. Foot.
2) William M. born 1793 married Abigail Withey
3) Veranus, born July 15, 1800, married in 1825 Statira Jenne
4) Levi, diedyoung
5) A daughter named Sally who married John Munsdl, they lived in Sharon, VT, no children.

6) Lydia married Warren Kathen, livedin Plattsburg, Vermont, had two sonsand one daughter.

7) Nancy, who married Daniel Kirby, emigrated to Ohioinan ox team, lived there severa years, then

came back to Canada. Had four children.
8) Mary, married George Richardson, had fivechildren.



26

Andfromthehistory of Rye, NH by Parsons, wefind that Asa L ocke, born 1763, son of Ephraim and
Comfort (Dowst) Locke of Epsom, married Widow Mary (Nason) Shaw, removed to Vermont.

William Nason, wife and one son and 4 daughterscameto St. Albans, Vermont from Epsom, NH 1796.
Their effectswere brought in four seighsand one ox team. They were 7 dayson theroad. Ontheir arrival
they were entertained by Mg or AmosMorrill wholived at &. Albans Bay. They next moved tothefarm
fromwhichthey afterward occupied 1 milesouth of St. Albans(village). A small framed house stood upon
thislot inwhich Mr. Nason opened atavern (it had been astore) —Mr. Nason enlarged the building. Mr. N
ranthetavern during hislife. It closed Dec. 1810.

1962 note: ThereisaNason Street now in &t. Albans, Vermont.

MORRILL OF EPSOM, NH

Inthelist of namesof menwho served inthe Revolutionary War from Epsom, New Hampshire, thereisa
Captain AmosMorrill who commanded acompany of soldiersfrom Epsom. Intheyear 1767, Nathan
Morrill and wifebecamemembersof theearly church at Epsom. | think that their homewasin Deerfield at
thetime.

| find no record of anyone by the name of Gilman in Epsom, but therewere many familiesby that namein
nearby towns, especidly inthetown of Gilmanton, NH

Major AmosMorrill (ex-magor of Revolutionary War) bought Governor’srightsof Georgiaand St. Albans,
VT, 1000 acresin 1794 (about). With family helived to an advanced age. He was ablacksmith and
wealthy. The house he built previousto 1800 was made with nailsof hisown manufacture.

Captain John Gilman cameto S. Alban’sVt. from Epsom, NH during theyear 1793 with hiswifeand
daughter and hisfather-in-law, Maor Morrill.

Margaret Morrill was his second wife by whom he had one son (he had had 3 daughtersand 3 sonsby a
previous marriage) Hetook aprominent partinlocal military affairs.

Capt. Gilmanwasaindustrious man of religioustendenciesand becameawell todo farmer, dsoa
blacksmith.

Hebuilt alargehouseonMain St. Hedied Aug. 31, 1845, at 76 years.

THE BATCHELDER FAMILY OF EPSOM NH
of theDEARBORN BATCHELDER LINE

Dearborn Batchelder bornintheyear March 30, 1778 died February 16, 1860, age 81 years, 11 months.
Mary Batchelder, hiswifeborn about theyear 1782, died February 13, 1859, age 77 years. Both are
buriedintheMcClary Cemetery at Center Hill, Epsom.

Dearborn Batchelder, who wasbornin Northwood, NH married Polly Nealy, bornin Meredith, N.H..
Their son GeorgeW. Batchelder wasbornin Meredith and died in Epsom march 26, 1889, age 73 years, 5
mo. 19 days. Hemarried Abigail B. Wellswho died December 14, 1881, aged 69 years. They areboth
buriedinthe McClary Cemetery. They had for children four sonsand one daughter, perhapsothers. The
daughtersnamewas L ucettaM ., shedied at Epsom November 29, 1905, age 68 yrs5 mo 18 days. (never
married), lived with her brother Alonzo who married Carrie E. Page, shedied February 14, 1894 age 45
yrs. Carrie E. Pagewasthe daughter of JamesD. and Elizabeth (L ocke) Page.

Alonzo married second LauraAbbie Haynes of Deerfield, NH, the daughter of Jonathan P. Haynesand his
wifeAbbieMaloon. LauraA. (Haynes) Batchelder died at Epsom December 17, 1947, age80yrs1 mo
10days. Shewasbornin Bedford, her father in Deerfield and her mother in Epping. Alonzo and LauraA.
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Batchelder had one daughter born July 11, 1902 named DorisAbbiewho married August 25, 1927,
Ellsworth Blake Philbrick. They had one son born September 1, 1933 named Maurice Crawford Philbrick.
Alonzo Batchelder died January 3, 1905, age 61 years.

By hisfirst wife he had two daughters. First, Hattie L ., born 1870 married October 18, 1888 Albert D.
Sherburne, the son of JamesM. and Lucy (Bickford) Sherburne of Epsom.

Albert D. and Hattie L. Sherburne had one daughter named Nellie Florence born April 23, 1889, not
married at thisdate, July 1963. Hattie L. Sherburne died October 13, 1932 age 62 yrs8 mo 20 days.
Albert D. Sherburnedied October 19, 1947 age 82 yrs4 mo 23 days.

The second daughter of Alonzo and Carrie (Page) Batchelder, Myrtie E., born January 16, 1873, married
Clarence H. Sanborn, who was born March 29, 1875 and died March 21, 1943. Hewas son of Henry M.
Sanborn and hiswife LauraJ. Brown of Chichester. Hisage at death was 67 yrs 11 mo 22 days. Myrtie E.
(Batchelder) Sanborn died October 10, 1936 age at death 64 yrs5 mo 24 days. Clarence H. and Myrtie
E. Sanborn did not haveany children.

Thethird child of George W. Batchelder and hiswifeAbigail B. (Wells) Batchel der wasason named
Orison Batchelder, born 1838 and died December 13, 1884 age 46 yrs4 mo 21 days. Hemarried Ann
Marie Clark who died January 24, 1917 at Nashua, NH, age at death 76 yrs 3mo 19 days. Shewasborn
inLowell, Massachusetts, hefather bornin Epsom, mother in Window, Maine. Fathersname John Clark,
mother’smaiden name RebeccaWithee. They are buriedinthe McClary Cemetery.

Thefourth child of GeorgeW. andAbigail B. (Wells) Batchelder, ason, CharlesBatchelder, wholivedin
Fittsfield, NH.

Thefifth, ason name Elbridge G. Batchelder, who wasbornin 1842 and died May 15, 1884, age 42 yrs.
Heserved inthe Civil War, Eleventh New Hampshire Volunteers, Company E. wounded October 1, 1864,
rank of Corporal. Hemarried ViennaR. Yeaton, the daughter of John Yeaton 3 and Sarah (Bickford)
Yeaton. ViennaR. Batchelder died February 5, 1915, age 73 yrs2 mo 11 days.

Elbridge G and ViennaR. Batchelder had for children; first ason bornintheyear 1866, died September
26, 1932, age 66 yrs, name George E. Batchelder. Hemarried on June 4, 1888 NettieA. Stewart, the
daughter of Alanson Stewart and hiswife Mary (Carleton) Stewart. NettieA. Batchelder wasborn
September 24, 1869 and died December 18, 1939, age at death 70 yrs 2 mo 24 days. They had children—
Leonard Stewart, born June 12, 1893.

1) Leonard Stewart Batchelder married August 12, 1925, Sarah Blanch Harvey of Northwood, NH, the
daughter of Ladd P. Harvey and wifeMary F. Mallard.

2) Percy Carleton, born December 23, 1896, married July 29, 1922, Gladys Pickard

2) Chester Yeaton, born December 23, 1896, married December 25, 1920, Harriet LydiaHarvey.
Children; ason Harvey W. Batchelder, born April 16, 1924.

Thesecond child of Elbridge G and ViennaR. wasadaughter that they named Edith G. Batchelder; she
wasbornintheyear 1872 and died March 20. 1933, age 61 years, 1 mo and 30 days. Shemarried on
December 22, 1897 Ansel C. Heath, who wasbornintheyear 1874, and died March 2, 1928. age 53
years 3 mo 20 days. Hewasthe son of Christopher S. Heath and RosillaW. (Clough) Heath.

Abigail B. Wells, wife of GeorgeW. Batchelder wasborninAllenstown, New Hampshire. The mother of
CarrieM. Page, (wifeof Alonzo Batchelder) was Elizabeth P. L ocke, the daughter of Deacon David Locke
and hiswife Polly (Carleton) Lockeof Locke sHill, Epsom. Shewasasister to Mary Ann Lockewho
married Albion Locke.

Inthe McClary Cemetery thereisburied CharlesN. Batchelder, who died December 20, 1840, aged 22.
Samuel Batchelder died March 7, 1891, age 66 y 5m 6 days

Keziah White, hiswife, died April 27,1911, age 72 yrs8 mo 12 days.
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Adaline Batchelder, wife of Darius Philbrick died February 16, 1895, born Sept. 25, 1818.

William Yeaton, born July 29, 1793 married Sarah Blake L ocke, the daughter of Simeon Locke, hiswife
Abigail (Blake) Locke. Shewasborn March 28, 1801.

William Yeaton and Sarah Blake L ocke were married December 28, 1825.

Simeon Lockewasthefirst of thethree L ocke brotherswho settled on Locke' sHill in Epsom.
Intheyear 1792 hisbrother David Locke cameandintheyear 1800 Levi Locke came. Read the Locke
Genedogy for moredetalls.

LOCKE—-PAGE-BATCHELDER and YEATON

Deacon David Locke, bornin Epsom on Locke' sHill May 23, 1790, died in Epsom January 29, 1872.
Married in Canaan November 28, 1819, Polly Carleton, who was born in Canaan February 12, 1798, died
in Epsom September 24, 1867. Deacon David Lockelivedin Epsomall hislife.

Hisdaughter Mary Ann Locke born May 10, 1821, died in Epsom March 10, 1906, aged 85 yrs. She
married Albion Locke on June 15, 1848. The second daughter Elizabeth P. Locke born April 23, 1823,
married onApril 15, 1846, JamesD. Pagewho wasbornin Ryegate, Vermont in theyear 1819. They lived
in Epsom and are buried inthe Cemetery at Center Hill.

JamesD. Pagedied May 2, 1891 age 72 yrs 3 mo. Elizabeth P. Page died October 2, 1886 age63y. 5m.
Albion Locke born 1822 died 1901. Mary Ann Locke born 1821 died 1906.

Thechildren of JamesD. Page and hiswife Elizabeth P. Lockewere: Albion Locke Pagebornin 1847
married FloraEvans, they lived in Pittsfield. Carrie E. Pagewasbornin Penacook March 1849, diedin
Epsom February 15, 1894, age 45 years. She married intheyear 1869 Alonzo E. Batchelder who had a
brother Elbridge G. Batchelder who married ViennaR. Yeaton of Epsom. Shewasthe aunt of GeorgeH.
Yeaton (thewrite of thisarticle) asshewasthe sister of hisfather, JamesYeaton, who lived onthe New
Orchard Road in Epsom. James and Elizabeth Page had a son Harvey Page who died November 4,1865,
age 8years, 3 monthsand 13 days.

MissDoraE. Page, the daughter of Albion L. and Flora(Evans) Pagelivesinthevillageof Pittsfield, NH at
thisdate July 1963.

Albion Locke, bornin LymanApril 28, 1822, died in Epsom September 4, 1901, married June 15, 1848,
Mary Ann Locke. Hecameto Locke' sHill from Irasburg, Vermont about theyear 1847. Hewasamiller at
‘Sab City’ Epsomintheyear 1870. The children of Albion and Mary Ann Lockewere: FloraEsther, born
in Epsom June 2, 1854, married September 8, 1875, Edward O. Sanderson, born May 18, 1836, the son
of Danidl and Elizabeth (Frost) Sanderson. Edward O. Sanderson wasin thedry goodsbusinessin
Pittsfield. They had adaughter Helen Locke Sanderson, bornin Pittsfield May 20, 1880, married in Boston
May 3, 1905, John E. Marston, bornin Chichester, June 15, 1870, they lived in Pittsfield and had ason
John Bennett born July 23, 1908. The second daughter of Albionand Mary Ann LockewasAdaEldora,
bornin Epsom Feb. 12, 1862, married in Epsom CharlesE. Cilley, bornin Northwood September 17,
1861. CharlesE. and AdaE. (Locke) Cilley had one daughter, Helen Marie Cilley, bornin Epsom May 20,
1896.

CharlesE. Cilley diedin Pittsfield June 1942.

BATCHELDERFAMILY

Simon Batchelder wasthe son of DavisBatchel der who came from North Hampton and settledinwhat is
now called Bow Street (Northwood). Hismother was Mary Taylor of Hampton whose children were
Henry, born Juneb, 1755, Simon, Mary, and onethat died ininfancy. Mr. DavisBatchelder’ ssecond wife
was Ruth Palmer of North Hampton, and histhird wifeawidow Marston of the sametown. By thelast two
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wiveshe had fourteen children, he cameto Northwood about 1770 and died October 5, 1816, aged
eghty-four.

Simon, hisson, wasborn March 5, 1758, married Rachel, daughter of Benjamin JohnsonApril 4, 1778.
Shewasborn November 14, 1756 and died January 5, 1830. Their children were: Levi, born Sept. 10,
1779, died November 11, 1781; Mary, bornApril 19, 1782, married Nicholas Durrell of Northwood and
went to Bradford to live where he died August 1845 and where shedied intheyear 1873, they had one
daughter who married Levi O. Colby of Warner, and one son; Martha, born March 3, 1784, married Hazen
Horn of Gilmanton wherehedied July 3, 1843 and shedied August 31, 1848, leaving five daughters—Ann
who married Albert Cressy of Newark, NJ—Marthamarried John S. Rollinsof Fisherville—Alice C. who
married CharlesWingate of Northwood and died September 28, 1869 —Mary P. lived in Gilmanton year
1878 —Elizabeth A. becamethewife of Theodore Bohnstedt, sheisnow awidow and resided in Boston
1878; Simon, born Feb. 28, 1786, died December 14, 1844, age at death fifty-eight, hemarried for hisfirst
wife Sally, the daughter of Henry Batchelder. Their children: adaughter named MatildaB., born June 22,
1811, who married Hazen Hill February 8, 1832, their children—Lorenzo B., Henry, Francis, and Sarah
Matilda. Lorenzo enlistedintheFirst Main Cavdry inthefal of 1861 and was shot from hishorseinthe
battle of Winchester during Ban'sretreat, thusrendered incapabl e of further active serviceinthefield, but
wasretained inthe provost marshal’s officetill the close of thewar, afterwards he was assi stant postmaster
at AugustaMaine. Henry enlisted asfirst sergeant, afterwards promoted to therank of Capt. in Company |
Seventh MaineVolunteersAugust 21, 1861 and waskilled in the battle of SpotsylvaniaMay 18, 1864.
Sarah lived with her parentsin Manchester, Maine (1878).

Simon Batchelder’ssecond wifewasMrs. Elizabeth B. Pease, daughter of Col. |saac Waldron of
Barrington. Shewas born September 9, 1789, married Mr. Batchelder June 2, 1816, and died September
19, 1820. Their children were: GeorgeW., born February 26, 1817, amerchant in Bloomington, 11l and
Elizabeth Ann, born October 18, 1818, died October 18, 1821.

Mr. Batchelder’sthird wifewas MissHannah B. Waldron, sister to the second wife. ShewasbornApril 11,
1794, married May 29, 1825. Their children were: Elizabeth, born March 1, 1826, thewife of William W.
Stackpole of Newmarket, having three children; Alfred, born November 12, 1827 and died October 20,
1828; Edwin, born November 26, 1830, wasin thearmy during the Rebellion, married and lived in Exeter
(1878).

Hannah, born April 16, 1788, became the second wife of Joseph Greeley of Gilmanton and died September
8, 1859.

Levi, born July 31, 1790, married Mary Sherburne, born Feb. 27, 1800 and died in Manchester
September 11, 1861, leaving one daughter Mary Elizabeth born May 22, 1823 who in June 1841 married
John M. Harvey, grandson of thelate Honorable John Harvey of Northwood. They had onechild, Arianna
Wallace, who died May 15, 1848, aged threeyears; hedied in Manchester March 19, 1848 and then his
widow August 1, 1856 becamethewife of Dr. John S. Elliott of Manchester who died November 29,
1876.

Benjamin, youngest child of Simon Batchelder the elder, wasborn August 15, 1796, married for hisfirst
wife, Mary Crockett, sister of thelate John L. Crockett, November 27, 1823; shedied May 28, 1835,
aged thirty-seven, leaving one daughter, Ann Maria, born July 25, 1825, who becamethewifeof Samuel S.
Moore, they lived in Northwood, (1878) having one son, Albert B. Moore.

Mr. Benjamin Batchelder married for hissecond wife, M ehitable, widow of thelate Samuel Sherburneand
daughter of Col. William Berry of Rittsfield. Shedied Oct. 27, 1872 aged sixty-six. Mr. Batchelder died
April 19, 1864, aged sixty-seven.

Simon Batchel der responded to thefirst call for soldiersinthefirst year of thewar of the Revolution and
servedinal, under three different enlistments, twenty months. Hewasat Winter Hill, near Boston,
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Newport, Rhode Idand and Ticonderoga, New York. Herecelved from hisgrateful country for many years
an annual stipend of $66.66.

Mr. Batchel der was one of the origina members of the Congregational Church, was chosen aDeacon
September 22, 1817, which office hedischarged until hisdeath March 10, 1847, aged eighty-nineyears
andfivedays. Hewas'agood manfull of faith and of the Holy Ghost, and devout men carried himto his
burid’ withsincere* lamentation.’

Some of the other children of DavisBatchelder in addition to those named abovewere: Jonathan, born Feb.
14, 1765; Comfort, born May 23, 1766; Davis, born August 22, 1768; Benjamin, born July 3, 1770;
Hannah, born June 1, 1772 and Joseph bornAugust 6, 1774.

Henry Batchelder, brother of Deacon Simon, wasborn June 5, 1755 and died about 1812; hiswife, Miss
Reynols, born January 1755, died 1815. Hebuilt the housewhere S.S. Moorelived intheyear 1878 and
died there; hewas Captain of acompany and wasthe leader of the choir in the Congregational Church for
many years. Their children were: Dearborn, born March 30, 1778; Molly born October 8, 1779; Charlotte
bornMarch 2, 1782, died May 28, 1786; Nancy, born January 1, 1874; patty born June 26, 1786; Sally
born May 25, 1788; Charlotte born April 10, 1791.

Dearborn Batchelder’swifewasaNedl ley, Sister of thelate Captain Joseph Nealley; lived in Meredith,
afterwardsin Epsom, wherehediedleaving alargefamily of children.

Molly married Charles Daniel son, lived and died in Northwood | eaving one son, Charles, and two daughters
Lucindaand Matilda. The sonwaskilled by arailroad car at Great Falls—Lucindamarried Ephraim Grant
andlivedinthe State of Maineleaving children, one of them being thewife of Emery Bartlett. Matilda
becamethewife of Joseph Hill and died leaving children CharlesH. and George W. of Concord.

Patty Batchelder married John Durgin, lived and died leaving two children, one married Hosea K nowlton of
Chichester.

Nancy Batchelder married Samuel Durgin, lived and diedin Maineleaving severa children.

Charlotte Batchel der becamethewife of JohnWiggin Jr. and died June 22, 1825, she wasthe mother of
Rev. Henry B. Wiggin.

Sally Batchelder, another daughter of Capt. Henry Batchel der becamethewife of Simon Batchelder, the
son of Deacon Simon Batchelder, and died |eaving one daughter whom married Hazen Hill, son of Jonathan
Hill, they livedinMaine.

Adaline Batchelder daughter of Capt. Henry Batchelder becamethewife of John Harvey, the son of Hon,
JohnHarvey.

Harriet Batchel der daughter of Capt. Henry married aMr. Thompson, they livedin the State of Maineand
bothdiedinMaine

AHISTORY OFTHE OLDAARONMARSH HOUSE
OF EPSOM NEW HAMPSHIRE FROM 1844-1952

ThePaul A. Caswell house, homeof Mr. and Mrs. Paul A. Caswell, whichissituated onthewesterly side
of Route number 28 near the Epsom Traffic Circle, hasahistory connected withit.

Intheyear 1844 thishouse was|ocated on the turnpike Route 202, about 2 mile west of the present
Epsom Traffic Circle (1962) on the southerly side of the highway nearly oppositethe present home of
Clayton Mason and at the exact placewhere Mr. and Mrs. Bruce K. Eppel sheimer have apottery and gift
shop.

According tothetax recordsof thetown of Epsom, at thisearly date (1844) it wasthe house of Aaron
Marsh and intheyear 1858 amap of thetown shoesit asthe home of Aaron Marsh. On thissamemap
thereisno house at the place where the Caswel | house standstoday. Aaron Marsh continued to pay tax and
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weassumethat helived thereuntil theyear 1862 or later. The next tax record isthat GeorgeW. Marden Jr.
owned the place. Thiswasin theyear 1875, and shortly after that date George W. Batchelder had the
building movedtotheir present location.

GeorgeW. Laneof Chichester, using severa yokeof oxenin moving the house, moved the main houseal
intact. At thetime George W. Lane moved the house theroadswereall dirt roads, sandy in may places, so
itwasalong hard haul to thetop of “Brimstone Hill”. It issaid that when GeorgeW. Lanearrived onthe
morning agreed upon to movethe house, he camefrom hishomeforgetting to bring the necessary chains
and that George W. Marden was quite upset over thisoversight of Mr. Lane. But chainswere procured and
the housewas moved to itspresent location, whereit hasremained for nearly ninety years.

On alater map of Epsom, made about the year 1878, it showsthat George W. Marden lived at the exact
spot wherethe Caswell house now stands. Thesetwo mapsof Epsom together with thetax records, show
conclusiveevidencethat thehistory of thishouseisauthentic.

ThereisaCharlesT. Marshwho lived in Epsom and wasbornin July 1831, probably ason of Aaron
Marsh, who married Judith Bickford, bornin 1825. Their daughter Mary E. Marsh, born May 1861. All
threeof thisfamily are buried inthe Gossville Cemetery. Oneold record indicatesthat thisCharles T. Marsh
owned or lived at the Marsh homestead. CharlesMarsh diedin 1872 and George W. Marden owned the
houseintheyear 1875. Without any doubt the present Caswell house wasbuilt many yearsbeforethe
records commenced, as of theyear 1844.

There hasbeen afew minor changes made on the exterior of the house, but on thewholeit looksvery much
thesameasitdidwhen| first saw it Sixty-fiveyearsago.

After the death of GeorgeW. Marden, January 29, 1903, the house was kept by hisson Ernest R. Marden
for atime. A number of different people hasowned it sincethe death of GeorgeW. Marden. Charlotte E.
Yeaton owned it intheyears 1910-1921 —may have owned it beforethat date. Charlotte E. Yeaton wasthe
wifeof Captain GeorgeD. Yeaton, aPolice Captainin Boston, Massachusetts. Mrs. Yeaton wasthe
daughter of GeorgeW. and EImira(Davis) Taylor. George W. Taylor wasaretired seacaptain and lived at
thishouseuntil hisdeath November 27, 1916, hisdaughter Charlotte E. Yeatondied July 1, 1917. It was
soon sold to Rev. George Skinner, heand hisfamily werethereuntil hisdeath January 8, 1929. Hisfamily
continued to livethereuntil about theyear 1940, they then sold to Mr. and Mrs. Howard A. Curtis, who
lived at the old Marsh house about one and one-half years.

They inturn sold to Bowman F. Stone, at that time Mr. Stone wasthe manager of the Merrimack Farmers
Exchange at Epsom. Bowman F. Sonewasliving thereintheyear 1845, heinturn sold to William Osborn
from Concord, N.H. One or moredifferent familieswerethereuntil it was purchased intheyear 1953 by
Mr. and Mrs. Caswell, the present owners.

Mrs. DonnaR. Caswell has asked meto write up some of the history of their home and on the morning that
| was compl eting thissketch | heard the sad news of her sudden death. (Sept. 24, 1962 — George H.
Yeaton, at Epsom, NH)

PEARL A. EDMUNDSBROWN

Pearl AdeliaEdmundswasbornin Epsom, NH June 19, 1887. Shewasthe daughter of Everett B.
Edmunds, bornin Chichester, NH and CarrieM. (Dotey) Edmunds, bornin Dublin. Pearl went to school in
Epsom when young, shewas on the Roll of Honor the year 1894 at the New Orchard Road School. She
lived onthe New Orcahrd Road at that time, later her parentsmoved to Pittsfield, NH and after atime her
grandparents, Mr. and Mrs. Dotey went to Pittsfield tolive. Pearl graduated from Pittsfield High School,
June 1907, agetwenty yearsat thetime. Sheread the ClassHistory at her graduation. | think that she taught
school in Gilmanton after she graduated.
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Shemarried Burt Brown and they lived in Canterbury for atime. They had either ason or adaughter, | think
itwasason, for recently aman by the name of Brown wastrying to find out when shedied and where she
was buried. Said hewas her son. Pearl and Burt Brown were separated. | have beentold that Pearl A.
(Edmunds) Brown dropped dead on the streets of Boston anumber of yearsago. Itsnow 1962. | did not
see Pearl after shewasaround el ghteen yearsago. Her father and mother are buried in the cemetery at
Pittsfield, asare her grandparents Mr. and Mrs. Dotey.

Pearl isnot buried at that cemetery. Her grandmother Edmundshad alot in Chichester, NH but | find no
record that sheisburied there.

Pear| could not have been morethanfifty yearsold when shedied. Probably not asold asfifty, perhaps
forty would be nearer. On the back cover of thisfolioisapictureof Pearl asl last knew her. Geo. H.
Yeaton, Gossville, NH. April 11, 1962

THEY STILL USE FREIGHT TRAINSINTHE NEW ENGLAND STATES

On July 29, 1962 when on amotor trip inthe State of Vermont, we saw at Bellows Falls, between the
highway and the Connecticut River, along freight train powered by threediesdl engines.

OnAugust 11, 1960, at Bethel Maine, near LockeMills, alargelumber mill, along freight train waspassing
through thetown. Therewerefromfifty to one hundred carsinthetrain.

AndinNewbury, Vermont along train, mostly box cars, being hauled by six or seven diesdl engines.

From: The New England Almanac, by Dudley L eavitt, for theyear 1844.

September 6, 1843. Tuesday evening, about 7 o’ clock the carsfirst cameinto Concord, N.H. and were
welcomed by the discharge of acannon and the cheersof many ladies, gentlemen and children. Inthe same
year, therewerein the United States 4442 miles of railroads, which are said to have cost at least
$1000,000,000; whichisthefortieth part asmuch asall the property in the United Stateshas been
estimated at. A round sumto belaid out on (iron) highways.

REMINISCENCE
Winter roadsof Epsom, New Hampshire

Winter roadswerein use many years ago and somewere used aslate asthe year 1920, athough not as
much at that date. Therewere many such roadsin Epsom, some of considerablelength, but at thiswriting |
will only tell of theoneof which | wasmost familiar. Thiswasthe onewhich commenced at the New
Orchard road schoolhouse. Thisschoolhousewas at thejunction of the Locke Hill road with the Sherburne
and New Orchard Roads.

The ox and horseteams of those early days|eft the highway at the corner of the school yard keeping onthe
north side of the Odiorne Pond brook for along distance. Thefirst land one crossed wastheland of Frank
Holt, later CyrusLewis, later ownersWoodbury, Western and othersuntil at this present date (1963) the
firstland crossed isowned by Walter B. Chase. Except for asmall strip of land which Lewissold to James
O. Fiske, that hiscattle and sheep could cometo the brook for water. The next land wasthelargefield of
Henry C. Dotey, from thereinto thefield of JamesYeaton. When theroad |eft hisfield it crossed the pasture
of Samuel B. Stanley (now Yeaton's). Next they cameto the William Goss meadow crossingit at itslower
end and at one place very near to the book, asoneleft the meadow therewasastone culvert, for at this
placeasmall brook crossed the road entering the Ordione Pond brook close by.

After leaving the Goss pasturetheroad crossed theland of Albert D. Sherburne. At thispoint the brook ran
totheeast or in asoutherly direction and the road moreto thewest — it was some distance acrossthe
Sherburne pastureinto theold “mill field,” acrossthisfield, still onland of Sherburneand oninto more
pasture land of Sherburne continuing al theway to theyard of Albert D. Sherburne. Asonecrossed his
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dooryard one entered the town highway which lead to the Epsom R.R. Station, wherein those daysvast
quantitiesof wood and lumber was shipped by freight trains.

Thiswasabusy placeinthose daysasteamscamefrom all partsof Epsom, from Chichester, Deerfield and
Northwood, with loads of wood and lumber. Much freight and expresscamein onthetrainsfor Epsom asit
didfor Deerfield and Northwood, asthelast named townshad no railroad in their town.

Besidesl|oading wood and lumber direct from the deds, therewasagreat deal of wood and lumber stacked
and piled ontheland near therailroad. Thiswould beloaded on the cars|ater.

Oneday | counted twenty-five horsesand mules at the depot wharf at the sametime, all had brought loads
of lumber. Thiswasin the summer time and the reason there was one horse more than twelve pair wasthat
Will Breen was using athree horseteam that day. Some of theteamswould |oad up with freight expressand
grain to take back to Northwood with them for the storesin that town.

Now, not al who cameover thiswinter road from the New Orchard, Sherburne and Lock Hill roads
unloaded their loads at the depot, as many of theteams continued on to the sawmill of GeorgeH. Burnham.
Mr. Burnham, bes des doing custom sawing of lumber and shingles, bought large quantitiesof logs, which he
manufactured. Asat that time he, Mr. Burnham, operated abox shop inaddition to hissawmill and other
sidelinessuch asclapboards, laths, etc. Otherswho used thiswinter road would taketheir milk and eggsto
thetrain, or somemight sell wood in Gossvillevillage. Some of the oneswho used thisroad wereAlbion
Locke, CharlesE. Cilley, William T. Grant, who drove an ox team for Albion Locke; Henry C. Ames,
HoraceLocke, Mayland P Ames, S. LucasClark, SilasB. Paige and othersfrom South Pittsfield. Other
men who did not live onthe Sherburne, Locke Hill or New Orchard roads made much use of thisroad.
Largeamountsof wood, logs, sawed lumber aswell ashemlock bark camefrom this section of thetown.
Oneday | saw ateam with acasket |oaded ontheir ded ontheir way to the cemetery at Gossville. The
body inthe casket was one of those who died of spotted fever (thewinter of 1905) when an epidemic of
thisdisease struck in South Pittsfield.

Hay from the Goss meadow was hauled over thisroad each summer for many years.

Thisroad from the New Orchard road schoolhouseto thehome of Albert D. Sherburnewasquitelevel and
alittledown grade most of theway. Onitsentirelength therewasonly one short hill to go over and the
horses, aswell astheir drivers, knew when they were about to cometo thisrisein theroad, and how the
horseswould quickentheir paceto get agood start, when they reached thisplacein theroad.

Inlater yearswhen | became old enough to own and driveapair of horses, | would usethisroad when |
came homeafter adayswork with my horseshauling lumber from Northwood and | have carried my milk
to the Epsom depot by thisold road. | would leavetheregular pathin my fathersfield crossthebridge by
theold Cate mill site, and comethrough the pasture ashort waysto my barn. Therewas another way which
| sometimes used through the Stanley pasture. Will tell about that | ater.

| remember going on wheelstothe R.R. Station where Silver and Young were unloading carsof grain and
getting atwo horseload of grain, going and coming by way of thiswinter road. Onewinter, CharlesS. Hall,
who had alot of wood cut between the Range Road and the L ocke Hill Road, used thisold winter road in
hauling thewood. He had one or moreteams of hisown, hiring othersto help haul, but thiswasnot al who
made much use of thiswinter road, for alot of teaming was done by the Barton brothers. David Barton,
Albert Barton and LewisBarton. Othersfrom the upper end of the Range Road —David M. Philbrick, his
sonsHenry and Augustus, othersfrom that same section of Epsom were Frank Wheeler, Warren Hilliard
and othersfrom the upper end of the Range Road and some from South Pittsfield.

Now when they came down the Range Road and reached a place near thefoot of ahill, they would cross
the pasture of Samuel B. Stanley (at thisdate 1962) of George F. Dowst, coming ashort distance acrosshis
field onto the New Orchard road, to the Stanley dooryard then turning to theright, go afew rodsand turn
into apath directly infront of the Perley C. Gileshouse (now the Chase home 1962). After ashort distance
inthispasturewhich belonged to Samuel B. Stanley, they would crossabrook and join theroad which



34

came up from the New Orchard Road school house, then continue on the same road to the depot or
Gossvillevillage. Thusfrom wherethese two roads cametogether therewasdoublethetravel fromthereto
the depot. Thejunction of theseroadswasin the Stanley pasturejust below the JamesYeatonfield. Now a
short cut from our house to this same path wasfrom the dooryard by the barn and oninto the Stanley
pasture acrossthe brook and there you had three roads coming together at the same place. Therewasfor
many yearsabridge acrossthe brook inthe Stanley pasture. Inlater years| built one, astheorigina bridge
had become of no use.

Therewasanother winter road which came down through thevalley, starting at thisend of OdiornePondin
theAlbion Locke, or the Philbrick pasture after leaving the L ocke pasture then continued southerly through
thewood ot (how Bartons), then acrossthe Holt or Lewis pasture (now Walter B. Chase 1962) into the
pasture of Henry E. Dotey, next into thewood and timber |ot of JamesYeaton oninto the Stanley pasture
whereit joined the road which came from the Range Road. One could now continuein thiswinter road to
the New Orchard Road and so on to the Epsom depot, by taking thewinter road whichwasdirectly in
front of the Gileshouse.

Another winter road joining the other three making four al conveninginto onerouteto the Epsom depot.
The beauty of the horse teamswasthe bellswhich were attached to each horse, someteamstershad two
bellson each horse, these bell s, many of them were deep toned and could be heard from along distance,
and when severa teamsweretraveling thisroad at the sametime, no one but those who have heard their
musica tonesringing inthe cold winter air can appreciatetheir beauty.

But thiseraispast and gone. Now when | am out in my yard or driveway on awintersday, what do | hear?
Not the sweet music of bellsbut the sound of an automobile horn, the squealing of tires, or the screeching of
brakes. Ohwell, wearenow living in modern timesand an old man, like myself (79) can not be expected to
appreciatethe beauty of thesetimes. Theblare of the automobile horn, the squealing of tiresand the
screeching of brakes.

M ore about the winter roads of long ago. Therewasanother old winter road which camefrom thewest
sideof Odione Pond. One could enter the road about half way between the Amesfarm buildingsand the
Levi Lockehomestead asits coursewas parallel with thetown highway and came quiteclosetoit, asthis
point at thefoot of asteep hill. It wason the east side of the highway and after it left theAmes pastureit
crossed theAlbion Lockeland and asection of the Levi Lockefirst land. Now someone had donemuch
work onthisroadinthedayslong gone. Therewasquitealong stretch of thisroad onasidehill and
someone had madearoad on theside hill by cutting down the high sideand building up thelow side until
they had anicewide roadway, there were other placesthat had been improved to make the road much
better. Of coursethiswork was done when the ground was not frozen.

It was down grade most of theway from where one entered theroad, not very steep at any place.
Asoneleft thebigwoodsthey cameinto theAlbion Lockefield at itslower end near the meadow. At this
placeit joined theroad, which camefrom the east, the one previous mentioned which camefrom the Range
Road or not far from it. Theroad from this point continued on acrossthefiel dsof Albion Lockeand William
T. Grant. Asthey | eft the Grant field near hishouse, the winter road joined the LockeHill road, thenonto
theNew Orchard Road schoolhouse and started for Gossville by way of the of winter highway which left
thetown highway at thisplace.

We now have eight branch roads, which were all merged into onebeforeit reached the Goss meadow.

It wasthe custom of the empty teamswhen meeting | oaded teamsto turn compl etely out of theroad, if it
werepossible.

TheLockefieldisnow theReidfield, Grant field now the Carroll Clark field.

Asaboy living onthe New Orchard Road, | would look out of theliving room window many times,
watching theteamsin thewinter season, hauling theloads of logsand wood across my fathersback field.
Most of theteamsweretwo horseteams, but Albion Locke aways had ateam of oxen (big ones). If | was
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out of doors| could hear the bells of the horse teams, sometimes beforethey camein sight, and although
one could not seetheteamswhich | eft themain road just before my fathersfield turned to come out at the
Perley Gilesplace, one could hear the bellsfrom theseteams.

When teamsfrom thismain winter highway aswell asthosewhich camefrom the seven branch roads, came
totheAlbert D. Sherburne buildings, they passed right through the dooryard and very closeto the house.
Thereisone member of the Sherburnefamily left, who asayoung girl saw the string of teamspassing to and
fromthe Epsom depot. ThisisMissNéellieF. Sherburne, and although not quite asold asmyself, shetells
methat she can well remember when thisroad was used by all theseteams going to and from the depot or
villagefrom morning until night over thiswinter highway. I canthink of no oneelseother thanMiss
Sherburne and myself whoisleft of thosewhich saw the teams passing to and from over thiswinter road,
and can remember the music of the bellson the horses. | can remember of GeorgeV. Piketelling methat as
ayoung man, heworked for David Barton, driving afour ox team hauling wood to the Epsom depot over
thewinter road.

That wasalong timeago as George V. Pikewasbornin theyear 1864 or 1865. It isnow the year 1962.

| have beentold that my father and older brother used some of thesewinter highwaysbeforel wasborn (|
wasbornintheyear 1882). M ost of the men who drove the horse teamstook great pridein thelooks of
their horses and the harnessestrimmed with red, white and blueringed tassel son the horsesbridle, the brass
ontheharnessespolished until it glistened inthe sun. The horses clean and well groomed, somewith ribbons
braided intheir manesand forel ocks.

| now liveinthevillage of Gossville and many times havelooked at the Sherburne house and buildings
including the stretch of road which passed the house and thought of the men who drovetheir teamsover this
stretch of road inthewinter (yearsago). Thereare not many of thoseleft, none of the older ones, and very
few of the oneswho madethelast use of old winter roads. At thiswriting | canthink of only two, Myron B.
Kimball and myself. It isnow the month of January 1962. | left the New Orchard Road in theyear 1936
and my son John and myself made some use of the old road from thefarm to my homeinthevillage of
Gossville, but after afew yearswe gave up thisway of travel between thetwo homesasmost of our
traveling was done by the use of automobilesand trucks. Fromwherel lived | only need to look out my
kitchen window to seeapart of thisroad and the Sherburnebuildings. | am not certain but | think that the
part of thisroad which | can seefrom my home herein Gossvillewasat onetimewhat wasoncetheold
“Canterbury Road” as*going over thehill north of Gossville”, and today January 1962, one could not get
through the old winter highway that saw so much trafficin the old days, except onfoot, and they tell methat
tressand bushes are commencing to obliterate theroad in many places.

WHICH WAY ISTHE SHORTEST WAY HOME?
ASMEASURED BY THE BARTON BROTHERS

Oneday whileunloading their loads of lumber at the Epsom Depot, David and Albert Barton, thetwo
brotherswho lived near the north end of the Range Road, after somediscussion decided to find out inthis
waly, which wasthe shortest way. Albert would go by thewinter road, which passed through the Sherburne
dooryard by way of the Goss meadow joining the New Orchard Road at the Perley Gileshomeand from
thereto the Range Road. The other brother, David, wasto go by way of GossvilleVillage, then down the
turnpiketo Philbrick’s Corner, at the end of the New Orchard Road, up over the hillsto the Range Road.
WEell, they |eft the Epsom Depot wharf at exactly the sametime. Albert by way of the old winter road, and
David by way of GossvilleVillage. Who got therefirst? Why David Barton was at thejunction of thetwo
roadswhen hisbrother Albert got there.

Thenext night when they left for home, David went by theway of the old winter road and hisbrother Albert
themain road. Who do you suppose wasthefirst to be at thejunction of thewinter road with the Range
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Road?Why David Barton wastherefirst. So the question still remains, whichisthe shortest way home, but
one question was settled. David' shorseswerefaster walkersthan hisbrother Albert’s.

DISCONTINUED ROADSAND ROADSCLOSED
or
SUBJECT TO GATESAND BARSIN THE TOWN OF EPSOM, NH

When the question came up at our annual town meeting rel ativeto the closing of asection of acertain road
or roadsor sectionsof aroad, it at first seemed thelogical thing to do. After one or morevotesto
discontinue certain roads or sections of roads, the town would also voteto close sections of roads subject
to gatesand bars. Thiswas much better for thelandowners on these roads but astime went on too many
roadswere closed that way.

Most of the sections of theroads closed | eft the remaining part of the road adead end road. Now thisisnot
good for thosewho live on these dead end roads.

Atthisdate, 1962, we haveinthetown of Epsom several milesof road that are closed, subject to gatesand
bars, with many dead end roads asthe result. Some of the bad resultsof thisclosing of roadsare: Homes
located on these dead end roads cannot be as va uablefor purposes of taxation, they will not sell asreadily
inmost cases, usually amuch longer distanceto reach these homesin case of afire.

If thereisaforest firewhere much valuabletimber land issituated on both sides of aclosed road, firetrucks
and equipment cannot usetheseroads, for aroad closed aperiod of six or eight years becomesunfit for
travel. The bushes have encroached on theroads. Treesand largelimbshavefallen acrossthe highway,
culvert or bridge hasfallenin, awashout has occurred. Now that meansthat if theroad wasin shapeto
travel onthereisagood chancethat afire could be stopped at ahighway, otherwiseit would probably
continue acrossthe closed road and burn many more valuable acres of growing trees.

Today, 1962, there are anumber of saddle horses owned in most towns, now horsesdo not liketo travel
on our hard surfaced roads, neither isit good in many casesfor theroadsif itisasoft top road. If ahard
top road, itisnot good for the horse' sfeet.

The State of New Hampshire spends money encouraging thetourist to cometo our state. Now we much
have something to offer thetourist if wewant themto stay intown morethan afew hoursat night.

Now let usthink about our dirt or gravel surfaced roadswhich are closed subject to gatesand bars, or
closed permanently. At thisdate we have aroad, whichisneither closed to gatesand barsor in any other
way, butitisnot fit totravel on. Therearetwo setsof buildingson thissection of road.

Sometime back aman from Massachusettswasinterested in one of thelargefarmsonthisroad. He
wanted aplace, not asafarm but where he could live near atrout brook and apond. Now thisfarm
seemed theided placeand hewasvery much interested in buying it, but when hetried to go to thisplace
with hiscar, hegot into trouble on account of the condition of theroad. | think he changed hismind after
that experience about buying thisfarm, anyway, he never cameback. ThisfarmwastheAmesfarm, afine
trout brook flowsthrough thefarm not far from the house and the lands extend to the shore or Odiorne
Pond. Also thisroad from the Reid farm to the Pittsfield Road woul d be afine placefor saddle horsesto be
used on, aslong asitiskept adirt or gravel surfaced highway.

Another man cameto Epsom, hishomewasin Cdifornia, hewasmuch interested inthe other placeonthis
road, the Tilton farm. He visited the place then went through the road beyond the buildingsto the Pittsfield
road. Hedid not buy the place.

Theview from Reid sHill isoneof the scenic attractions of Epsom. Another road that should be kept open
andin conditionfor travel isthe Range Road. But, thelower end of thisroad isclosed, thisleavesthefour
largefarmsat the other end of thisroad on adead end road, and to get from any of these homes, one must
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leave by theway of South Pittsfield. The section of the Range Road whichisclosed isashort cut to the
New Orchard Road or to themain road in Epsom.

In caseof fireat any of thesesfour farmsour Epsom fire department trucks and men must go by theway of
Pittsfield to reach them. It was not long ago that therewas abad fire on this dead end road (the Range
Road), in which one adult and two children were burned to death in the house.

Thereisanother reason why the Range Road should be kept open. On the section of theroad whichis
closed thereare many placesof interest and beauty such as: The Lamprey Ledges, the Devil’sDen, the

L eaning Rock and Odiorne Pond.” Thisroad should bekept adirt or gravel surfaced road andin suitable
condition for saddle horsesand dow automobiletravel. A drive over thisroad iswell worththetimea
person would go along waysto find anything equal to the scenery at the Lamprey Ledges.

A section of theturnpikein Epsom has been closed subject to gatesand bars. Thisisall wrongforitisa
section of thefirgt official turnpikebuiltin New Hampshire. Epsom should keep thisroad openfor travel as
amatter of historical valueto thetown. Thisturnpikewas completed from the Merrimack River at Concord
to the Piscatagua River in Durham about theyear 1800. And intheyear 1830 the population of Epsom was
1,418, and up to thistime wasthe most important town and the natural center of the Suncook Valley. The
town of Epsomisolder than any of the six abutting towns.

Epsom’spopulationin 1920 was 655, in 1930, 678, itisnow 1,002, year 1960, and if the people of
Epsom areinterested in seeing thetown grow in popul ation and prosperity, let us have better roadsand
instead of closing any more of our highways, it would be much better to open up someof thosewhich are
closed.

Thenew houseswhich arebeing built in Epsom are built on our improved roads. Thisplainly provesthat if
wewant more homesto tax, we must have good roads. John Fulton, of Gossville hasbought atrack of land
ontheold Mountain Road in Epsom and |ast season operated it for useasatrailer camp. Thisisanided
location for such an enterprise and the highway, which leadsfrom the Center Hill road to thistrailer camp
site, should be made of sufficient width to allow two trailersto pass, a so keep theroad in good shape. |
think ablack surfaced road would be economical for thissection of the Mountain Road.

| understand that quitealargetract of land, near Fort Mountain, has been sold, to be used asaboys camp,
if thisproject materializesthiswould mean they would usethe road now closed subject to gatesand bars.
The prospect that thetown will eventually be using al theseroadswhich arenow closed, | believe, isonly a
matter of time. How long atimel could not estimate, but therapidity of Epsom’sincreasein population, the
new homesbeing built, boyscamp, trailer parks. We now havetwo trailer parksin Epsom, theincreaseuse
of Webster Park and many other enterprisesall indicatethat thetown of Epsomiscoming back tothesize
and importanceit wasintheyear 1830 whenits popul ation was 1,418 and as| have aready stated, one of
themost important townsin thevicinity. And another thingwhichisdetrimental to atownistheclosing of
sectionsof therural roads, isthat thetown haslessmileagein their classfiveroadsthereforeyour town
doesnot receive asmuch money from the statefor classfiveroad construction and lessfrom the Duncan
Fund, asthismoney isonthe number of milesof classfiveroadsinany town.

THE PROGRESSOF THE ROAD MACHINE
or ROAD GRADERINTHE TOWN OF EPSOM
From 1888to 1960

According to thetown records, Epsom bought aroad machinein theyear 1888. Therecord readsthus:
May 14 J. Haddock for road machine, in part. Fred S. Heath, for freight on road machine, $7.05 (+ down
payment of $58.00) - Then under date of March 1, 1889, Pittsfield Nationa Bank for note on account of
road machine $208.57.

Eight oxenwere used in handling themachine.
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No. 2—Under Highway account for theyear ending February 15, 1804, isthisitem: J. Haddock road
machine $220.50. B.H. Fowler freight on road machine $4.50. Inthe use of thisnew machinehorse
commenced to replace the oxen, graduating from eight oxen to four oxen and from four horsesuntil inafew
yearsit wasall horseswhich were used to operate thismachine.

No. 3—Intheyear 1923 the town bought anew road machine from Berger Mfg. Company for $375.00,
thiswasamuch lighter machine requiring only four horsesto haul thisone. Intheyear 1930 or alittlelater
date, the road machine which was purchased in the year 1903 or 1904 was converted to atractor drawn
machine. After afew yearsit was discarded atogether and other smaller graderswere bought by thetown
and used drawn by one pair of horses. Next they bought amachinewhich they used atruck to haul it with.
Soon after that thetown
bought apower grader.
Athisdate 1962, itisall
heavy machinery whichus
used intown for road
constructionand
maintenance.
Whenweused theeight-
horseroad machine, it was
hard work for the horses
andfor themenwho drove
them. Wewould meet at the
appointed placeat 7am.,
sometimesit would mean
severa milesof travel to
reach the section of highway
weweretowork on, and as
agood teamster, never
drove horsesto work faster than awalk, it would mean an early start from home. We had to bring our
whiffletrees, spreader, aneck yoke which was used with pole straps, and acable chain, d soasmall trace
chain. The man who occupied thedrivers seat on thefront of the machine, drovethe pole horsesand the
next pair, he must bring aset of long reins (four horsereins). Thisrequired aman who wasagood four-
horseteamster ashe not only guided thefour horsesunder hiscontrol but had the authority over the other
teamsters. The machine operator would givetheteamster on thedrivers seat ordersto turnto theright of
theleft or hard to theright or theleft.

Although he used thewords gee (meaning turnto the off side) or haw (meaning turnto thenear side), all
teamstersknew the meaning of thesetwo words, GEE and HAW inthose days.

In hitching eight horsesto theroad machineit was necessary to attach aheavy cablechaintothefront axle
of themachine, fastened to the under side of the pole. Another chain would be attached to thisand then
another —all but the pole horses pulled by these chains, asthe chain was run beneath each pair of horses,
the spreader attached and then fastened at the horses breast by using the short neck yoke and the small
trace chain, and so on to the next team. It needed apair of horsesfor thelead teamswhich werequick on
thelir feet asthey would be required to movefaster than the otherswhen the string of horsesturned to the
right or left.

Wedidtry having only onedriver for thefour lead horsesbut it washard for the driver and not as
satisfactory. It required good teamsterswho woul d exercise good judgment and caution to turn elght horses
around inanarrow road hardly room for two teamsto passside by side. It wasrugged work for the man
who operated the road machine.
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But now, intheyear 1962, theroad machinery isall motor powered. Theday of the oxen and horsesisa
thing of the past, only amemory to thefew older residents of thetown. Intheyear 1888 therewere 186
oxenor 93 pair. That sameyear therewere 222 horsesor 11 pair in thetown of Epsom. Intheyear 1958
therewerein thetown of Epsom, 4 oxen and 22 horses- 1888 to 1958, 70 years between these two
dates. Of these 22 horses, many were saddle horses.

ROADSfromtheEARLY SETTLERSOF EPSOM, NH by John Mark Moses, published in the
year 1910
With other addition recor dsby GeorgeH. Yeaton

Itiscurioushow uniformly thefirst roadstook hilly routes. Epsom began withits Canterbury Road going
over thehill north of Gossville, and its* Road to Pembroke” over Sanborn’sHill, both were soon
superseded by easy roadsthrough thevalleys. November 28, 1768, therewaslaid out aroad from apoint
alittlewest of thetown house, on or near the present route of the Turnpike, to Prescott Bridge, thence over
theYeaton road asfar asthe branch road to FEW. Yeatons. Land damageswere paid to ThomasHines,
John Cass, Jeremiah Prescott and Benjamin Shephard. In 1772 thisroad wasreferred to as‘ theroad which
leadsfrom John Cass sto Shephardsmill’. Tenyearslater it wasextended to Allenstown, the extension
beginning ‘8 or 10 rods south of Nathaniel Wallace' shouse' . In 1772, aroad waslaid out from apoint eight
rods north of Prescott Bridge northwesterly through Gossville, up the Rand Road, 324 rodsinal, toapoint
tenrodseast of the Great Bridge. It went from Prescott’sland into land improved by Benjamin Goodwin.
Theturnpikewasnot built until about 1800. Asearly asApril 23, 1761, Ebenezer Barton was chosen
surveyor of the“road leadingto New Orchard, socalled”. In 1774 thisroad waslaid out “asit goes”

(New Orchard) from near Shurkinsmill to Chichester (now Pittsfield) near Ebenezer Bartons. Thesame
year the North Road waslaid out from Deerfield to what wasthen the town of Chichester (noteby George
H. Yeaton, Pittsfield wasoriginaly apart of thetown of Chichester, asPittsfield wasnot incorporated until
theyear 1782, twenty-one years after the New Orchard and North Roadswerelaid out) near Abraham
Greens.

Thiswasjoinedin 1780 by aroad from East Street, starting just east of Mr. Tuck’sland (note by George
H. Yeaton, East Street commenced at Epsom Center and wastheroad east of the First Church builtin
Epsom, at Center Hill and went inawesterly direction).

The Northwood road from Thomas Babbs by way of the Pettingill Bridge and Prescott Hill waslaid outin
1782. Note Thomas Babb lived at thefarm owned in the year 1940 by Walter J. Philbrick, the house
burned severd yearslater. Pettingill Bridge. note-Prescott Hill isthelong hill ashort distance bel ow the John
P. Yeatonfarm, “ Pettingill Bridge” wasafterwardsknow asthe“ Gulf Brook Bridge’. The John P. Yeaton
farmisat thejunction of the Northwood Road and the North Road.

Theroad to Northwood isnow closed at thisjunction subject to gatesand bars 1951. The Mountain and
Lockeroadsfollowed two years|ater. Theformer went “asit goes’ to theland of Samuel M oses, thenon
therangeway toAllenstown line. Thelatter over Locke' sHill passing southwest of the Odiornehouse, to
Pittsfield line near George Sanborns.

ShurskinsMill stood wherethe Knowles Gristmill now stand (1962), it may have been thefirst sawmiill
standing asit did on publicland onthemainroad. Intheyear 1773 Ephraim L ocke sold hisbrother Francis,
seven eightsof it, together with al the eastern haf of thevillage on the north side of theroad. Samuel
Bickford owned westward from him. In 1785 themill was called L ocke' sMill. Samuel L ockethen bought
eight acreswest of it, between theroad and theriver. Note—at thispoint | will explain more about theroad
previously mentioned, meaning the road which started at East Street, as Epsom Center. Thisroad began at
the buildings now owned 1960 by Herbert Yeaton, northto the Little Suncook River, crossing theland now
owned by Albert F. Yeaton and continued in the same direction to the schoolhouse on the North Road. This
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road from East Street to the North Road School house on the North Road was one of thethreerange roads
in Epsom, or rather asection of onerangeroad.

Prescott Bridge previously mentioned isnow known asthe* Shoe Factory Bridge”, itisthe bridge near the
Epsom Baptist Church. Thechangeinitsname camewhen alarge shoefactory wasbuilt near thebridgein
theyear 1881. The building wasburnedintheyear 1916.

Thereisalegend connected with the building of the turnpikethrough thetown of Epsom. Thelegendisthat
inbuilding thisroad the company in charge of itsconstruction had planned to built it onthelevel ground just
back of the now Epsom Town Library and Huckinsgarage, connecting with the present highway near the
oldrailroad crossing. But Colond Cilley madeadea with the construction company to build theroad past
hishome. Thedeal being that Colonel Cilley wastofurnishabarrel of rumif theroad wasbuilt up thehill
near hishome. Theroad wasbuilt up thehill, Colondl Cilley furnished thebarrel of rum. Itissaid that
Colond Cilley rolled abarrdl of rum out near thehill. Thishill deriveditsnameof “RumHill”. Yearsago, the
help building bridgesand highwayswould be paid so much money aday and one or moregillsof rum each
day in addition (from old Epsom Town Records). Another legend isthat Colonel Cilley had two davesat
onetime, but | haveno official recordsthat hedid.

THETOLL GATEAT YEATON'SFOUR CORNER’'SEPSOM, NH

TheNorth Road waslaid out intheyear 1761, from Deerfield to what was at that time the town of
Chichester (now Pittsfield —note, thetown of Pittsfield wasoriginally part of thetown of Chichester as
Pittsfield wasnot incorporated until theyear 1782, 21 yearsafter the North Road waslaid out).

TheNorth road from Thomas Babb’s[ Thomas Babb lived at what wasin later yearsknown asthe Walter
J. Philbrick place] by way of Pettingill bridge [now known asthe Gulf Brook bridge] and Prescott Hill [the
hill ontheold turnpike ashort distance below Yeaton’'sfour corners, easterly. A short distance beyond
‘Prescott Hill’ theroad turned sharply to theleft, now known asthe Hoyt Road, thisroad |ed to Northwood
Narrows] waslaid out intheyear 1782.

Thefirst official turnpikebuiltin New Hampshirewasthe one from Concord to the Piscataquabridgein
Durham, passing through Yeaton’s Corner. Thisturnpikewasbuilt acrossthetown of Epsom, theentire
width of thetown, from Chichester to Northwood, fuor and one half miles. The company buildingit was
incorporated in June 1796. When thisturnpike was compl eted about the year 1800, aToll Gatewas
installed at thejunction of theturnpikewith the North road, at Yeaton'sfour cornersin Epsom. It wasat this
timethat Yeaton's Four Cornersbecame aplace of much importance and alandmark for the surrounding
towns. When apost office was established inthetown of Pittsfield, they came by horseback from Pittsfield
Upper City to Yeaton’s Corner in Epsom to get the mail, where the stage moving between Portsmouth and
Concord, left it at the Toll Gate. The stage made around trip once every two daysfrom Portsmouth to
Concord one day, then from Concord to Portsmouth thefollowing day.

Inlater yearswhen thedrovesof cattle passed through Epsom on their way to the pasturesin Gilmanton
Mountains, theaways planned to stop at Yeaton's Four Cornersovernight, herding thecattleinthelarge
barnyard or the small pasture close by.

William Yeaton 39, the son of William Yeaton 2™ wasbornintheyear 1783 and died July 3, 1830, age 47
years. Asayoung man heleft hisfathershome on the Black Hall Road in Epsom, at or near thelocation of
the Epsom Central School, and settled at Yeaton'scorner. Intheyear 1807 hewastaxed for one hundred
acresof land and buildingsin Epsom. OnMay 11, 1808, he married Elizabeth (Betsey) Ham, born 1788,
died August 10, 1867.

Theorigina houseat thefour cornersisstill standing, itisonthenorth sideof theturnpikeat the corner of
the North Road. Beforeit was converted into atool shed, it contained two roomswith afireplacein each
room, plastered, and of the stylethat theframe houseswere built by the early settlers. Theoriginal barnwas



41

located just abovethe present one, on the same side of the North Road. William Yeaton 3 wasthe Toll
Gate Tender and he a so kept open tavern at this place.

Thelargeold colonia stylehouse* Yeaton'sTavern” must have been built shortly after the turnpike passed
through Epsom, asit isof the style and construction of the early 1800's. One of the Yeaton Tavern signshad
the date 1813 onit, another 1814. Inthe old Epsom town recordswefind that William Yeaton 3 wasgiven
alicenseformtimeto timeto keep Open Tavernin thetown of Epsom.

The staunch old house with itswide panel ed doubl e doors between two large rooms, wherewhen they
were opened, formed aspacious dance hall used by the guestsat the Old Tavern for anight of dancing, is
still one of theold land marks of Epsom, and if the old house could talk they would tell usmuch of the
history and thelegends of those early days, the gay parties, theromances, quarrels, businessdeds, politica
discussionsand plans, together with the birthsand deathsthat took placewithinitswalls. Thenarrative
wouldfill alargevolumewithinteresting reading.

Theoldtavernwithitsother buildingsandlargefarmwasin theWilliam Yeaton family for morethan one
hundred and fifty years. William Yeaton 3 and hiswife Betsey, together with many of their descendantsare
buriedintheYeaton family cemetery nearby onthe North Road.

William Yeaton 3 wasthe great-great Uncle of the onewho wrotethis* brief sketch”. Written by George
H. Yeaton at Epsom, New Hampshire, May, 1963.

CatherineA. Yeaton, thedaughter of William Yeaton 3 and hiswife Elizabeth (Betsey) Ham, wasborn
January 2, 1820, and died May 26, 1900, age 80 years, 4 months 24 days. CatherineA. Yeaton married on
February 25, 1841, her cousin Warren Yeaton, the son of John Yeaton and hiswife Betsy Towle.

Warren Yeaton was born September 2, 1818 and died November 7, 1890, age 72 years, 1 month, 10
days.

Warren and Catherinelived at “ Yeaton's Tavern” whichwasand still isone of theold landmarks of Epsom
and the old House-Block at the corner of thehouseisstill there. Anyonefamiliar withthe old tavern could
show you wherethewinecellar islocated and which roomwasthe“tap” or “ bar-room”.

A vigttotheold cider mill just acrosstheroad, whereinthedayslong gonethehorseswalkinginalarge
circle, turned the huge wooden screw that ground the applesinto pulp ready for the cider press.

THE LOCKE ON THE HEN HOUSE DOORAT “ YEATON’ STAVERN”

Inlater yearsamanwho lived near Yeaton's Corner and had severa young men at hishome, who would
not hesitateto steal afew hens, cameto Mrs. Yeaton’sone day and said “ Catherine, | want you to put a
lock on your hen housedoor for | overheard the boystalking about stealing your henscomenight”.

Mrs. Yeaton'sreply was as shelooked her neighbor straight intheeye, “1 shall not put alock onmy hen
housedoor andif my hensarestolenyou J " calling him by hisgiven name“will pay mefor them”.
Mrs. Yeaton did not lock her hen house, neither were her hensstolen.

OLD BRIDGESIN THE TOWN OF EPSOM, NH

Thefirst bridge over the Big Suncook River in Epsom wasknown asthe Old Canterbury Bridge, built
aroundtheyear . Inthe Journal of the Provincia Legidature, February 23, 1744, isarecord of the
Canterbury Petition. It issupposed that the petition must havereferenceto thefirst bridgebuiltin Epsom
over the Big Suncook River. It was under date of July the 28", 1758, that Nathan Marden, town clerk of
Epsom, entered thefollowing in the old Epsom Town Record Book.

“Wewhose namesare underwritten being appointed acommittee to run out and fil on the highway
from Nottingham to Chichester town. Laid out and planned it asfolloweth. Signed Capt. Andrew McClary,
Capt. John Clark, Joshua Cesy.”
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Under date of August 22, 1791, Rockingham, agreeabl eto Warrant the inhabitants met and proceeded as
follows

1% ChoseAmosMorrill, Moderator to preside at said meeting.

2"\/oted toraise half adayswork to each single poll in Epsom and other estatesin proportion to be
worked out on thegreat bridgein Epsom, now began, at three shillings per day.

3 Voted that the committee appointed to superintend the buil ding the great bridgein Epsom be authorized
to call onthe Selectmen of said town to furnish themwith such quantitiesof Rum asthey shall think will be
necessary to be expended infinishing the aforesaid Bridge.

In the Selectmen’ sreport, dated February 24, 1831 expended

By paid for timber and labor to rebuild the Short FallsBridge so called and rum etc.$112,67

By paid for timber and labor and rum and plank etc. to build abridge near Nathan Bickford. $75.36

By paidfor timber plank and stone and labor, rum etc to repair the Steep gully bridge so called and other
bridgesintown.

HARVESTINGICEINTHEYEAR 1905

Thefirst thing to do wasto clean the sawdust out of theice house, leaving about onefoot of sawdust inthe
bottom, thislayer of sawdust must be smooth and level asmuch depended on having thefirst layer of ice
level and solid. The next thing that one had to do wasthe clean the snow off from the pond wherethey were
planning to cut theice. If the snow was not to hard and frozen, one coul d use ahand snow scoop but
usualy wewould haveto use sted show shovels.

For equipment to use,
first aninchthick board
twelvefeetinlengthand
twelveinchesinwidth
with ashort pieceof
narrow board fastenedon JESTIEIR, T —
each end. Next amarker, : .

thesewere madefroman
old hoe. A blacksmith
would cut off the blade
then sharpenthecurved
shank that wasleft onthe
end of thehandleleaving
it shaped likeathree
corneredfilepointed at
theend and alittlewider,
about two inches, from
the sharp end. Onemust haveasharpicechisd; thiswould be about four feet inlength. Thentheicesaws,
at that time everyone used theregul ar cross-cut saws, the same aswere used in cutting lumber, asthe
regular ice sawsdid not comeinto usefor sometimeafter thisdate.

Now wewould mark out theice. Oneman could do this, but two could do it much quicker and easily. The
iceareato be cut was marked off in e ghteen-inch squareswith the use of the board previously mentioned
and the use of themarker or markersif thereweretwo men. When they got through marking theicefield, it
looked like ahuge checkerboard. The next step wasto cut aholeintheiceat one corner of themarkedice.
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Thiswaswhentheicechisd cameinto use, after cutting the hole through theice, someonewould proceed
to cut out the“ header” . Thiswas done by sawing down thefirst marked line, then they would set over about
teninchesand saw aparalléel cut of the samelength. We had to be careful and not let the saw cut wider on
the undersde asthat would interferewith removing the header. An experienced i ce cutter would cut under a
littlein thisway the header could be easily removed after cutting it into piecesthat could be handled with the
useof theicetongs.

Then two men would commenceto cut out the blocks of ice, one man would saw lengthwise and the other
could cut thelong strip of iceinto blocks eighteeninches square. Asthe man who was sawing lengthwise, he
must, at the beginning of each strip, saw out ashort “header” but only one short header eachtime. If onecut
morethan that, theice might break if onewalked on the edge of theice. Now athird man wasneeded to
pull out the cakes of ice placing themin rows. But he must be sure and put something under them, ashe
blocksof ice, being wet when taken out of the water, had atendency to freezetoiceon the pond. It did not
take much under them to keep them from freezing down — pieces of wood of most any description. The
man who did the pulling out a so hel ped | oad the teams, so hewas kept quite busy. Astheice cutter
increased the size of the cut over area, the pull out man must use apike-poleto guide the cakesto the point
where hewished to takethem from the water.

Therewas one man who stayed at theicehouse, hel ping to unload the teams and packing theicetier upon
tier until thebuildingwasfull. Leaving about twelveincheson dl four sdesaway fromthesideof the
building. Thisspacewould befilled later with sawdust aswell as placing from oneto two feet of sawdust on
top of theice. In packing theice onewould sprinklealittle sawdust over thetop of each layer asthisnot
only kept it level, but the cakeswould come out much eas er thefollowing summer. Any spacesbetweenthe
cakesof icewould befilled with sawdust a so; thiswould prevent the cakesfrom freezing together. Wide
plankswere used in unloading theice, upon which theice cakeswere did from the ded into theicehouse.
There, now we havetheice harvested for another year. The board, the markers, icechisel, saws, icetongs,
shovelsand pike-pole must be stored until another winter. The ox teamsand the horsesused in thiswork
must have on sharp shoes, and most of the men wore creepersor spikesin the heelsof their shoesor boots.

STONEWALLSINNEW HAMPSHIRE

Doesanyone haveany ideaof how many milesof stonewall therearein the State of New Hampshire?
Intouring through the State of New Hampshire, haveyou ever taken any notice of themilesand milesthere
areof stonewallsbordering the highway on both sides?1 am referring to the country towns, or if you are
walking through thefieldsand pastures, you will come upon stonewal | runningin every direction. Did you
ever stop and think of the hard work that our ancestorsdid in the building of these stonewalls, of the many
long days spent in doing thiswork?

My father whenintheprimeof lifebuilt alot of stonewalls. He and Mr. Burnham would takethejob of
building stonewallsfor other farmersand landowners. Onefdl after they had donetheir harvesting, they two
with one other man who they hired to drivetheir oxen and haul stone, built one mileof stonewall. | think that
thereceived onedollar and twenty-five centsper rod. | am not quitesure, but | think hesaid, “A dayswork
wasthreerodsof stonewal inlength”. | remember asking him *“where do you get the stoneswith whichyou
built thewallsfrom?’ Hisanswer was* Oh, lying around on the ground near by and somewe dug up out of
theground”.

It was something like seventy yearsago that hetold methisstory about building somewall. Itisnow the
year 1963 —Geo.H. Yeaton

Thereisastonewal on Locke' sHill at the Levi Lockefarm that was built morethan sixty yearsago and
when| last saw thiswall it wasin fine shape. My father JamesYeaton had charge of the building of it.
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MissJosephine S. Tilton, agranddaughter of Levi Locke, kept boardersat the Levi Locke homestead inthe
summer monthsand shewanted astonewall built from thefront porchto the corner of thefamily cemetery.
Thewall wasbuilt about threefeet in height and the samein width, with very largeflat rocksused on thetop
so that when it was compl eted, aperson could step from thefront porch onto thewall and walk itsentire
length. Thelargerocksonthetop were quite smooth and level. They used the smaller stonesfor the
foundationto placethelargerockson.

My father has been gone these many years. Horace F. L ocke, one of the men who helped with the building
of it,isburied inthe L ocke cemetery at theend of thewall, asisMiss Josephine S. Tilton. Joseph P. Locke,
who worked onthe project, isnow long time goneand isburied in the Friends cemetery at South Pittsfield
—but thestonewall till remains.

WEBSTER PARK, EPSOM,NEW HAMPSHIRE

Just afew words about Benjamin F. Webster, who gave the park to the town of Epsom. Benjamin F.
Webster, the son of Richard and Mary (Philbrick) Webster, wasbornin thetown of Epsom, Short Falls, on
September 2, 1824. He attended thelocal school inthispart of thetown and later went to Pembroke
Academy. When ayoung man he went to Portsmouth where he became asuccessful building contractor.
About theyear 1900, Mr. Webster, who was much interested in his nativetown, offered to make apublic
park for thetown of Epsom. He purchased atrack of land contai ning twenty-five acresand had thisland
made suitablefor apublic park. Blanchard H. Fowler had charge of much of thework done on the park
grounds. Thisconsisted of clearing theland, setting out alarge number of tress, making asmall pond and the
construction of roadsthrough the park. A summer house wasbuilt in thetown of Suncook and moved all
intact to thewest bank of the Suncook River, on park land, but inlater yearswas moved fromthereto its
present location. Mr. Webster paid for all thework and expensein the construction and improvement of the
park and continued to pay thetaxesonit until theyear 1904 when avote taken at atown meeting, held on
March 14, 1904, on amotion made by John H. Dolbeer, exempted it from taxation aslong asit wasused
asapublic park.

Benjamin F. Webster died about theyear 1915 and at the following town meeting on amotion made by
CharlesW. Leighton, it was voted to accept Webster Park asagift from Mr. Webster, alsointheyear

1907 hegavethe Epsom Public Library agift of onethousand dollars, theinterest of which wasto beused
inthe purchase of non-fiction books.

At the Epsom Town Meeting held March 1928, it was voted to rai se and appropriate asum of money to be
used inthe care and improvement of Webster Park and to appoint athree member board of Park
Commissionersto have charge of the same. Thefollowing personswere sel ected and gppointed: Blanchard
H. Fowler, Benjamin M. Towleand Grover T. Stevens. These men served thetown faithfully and well for
many years.

The present bandstand was built about the year 1931 and the refreshment stand about the sametime. At the
present timethereisstill onemember of the original commissioners serving on the board. Today we have
oneof thelargest and most conveniently located town parksin thisarea—thanksto Mr. Webster and the
former park commissioners, with the help of other generousand public spirited citizens.

Written for Old Home Day program by GeorgeH. Yeaton, August 8, 1964

Read by Robert F. Whittaker during the program at Epsom Old Home Day 1964. Intheyear 1830 Epsom
had apopulation of 1418 citizensand was considered the most important town in the Suncook Valley.
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REMINISCENES—-AFTER SIXTY YEARS
INTHEYEAR 1893AND THE YEAR 1963

Itisnow the month of January 1963 and as| sitin my homeinthevillage of Gossvilleand look out the
window at the snow covering the ground, thelarge windrows of snow on each side of the highway, left there
by the motor driven snowplowsand listen to the automobiles and trucks passing by thefront of my house,
my memory takesme back to the January’sof long ago when |, asasmall boy wasliving with my parents
and other members of thefamily, at thefarm onthe New Orchard Road.

There have been many changesin this past seventy yearsand as| think of the old familiesthat werelivingon
the New Orchard Road, the Locke Hill and the Sherburne Roads at that time, there are none of them | eft
except myself. From Philbrick’scorner to the Rittsfield town line on any of thesethreeroads, or onthe
Range Road, fromwhereit leavesthe New Orchard Road to Pittsfield line.

There have been changesintheway we dressand theway welive, asthiswasbefore the days of
automobiles, trucks, tractorsand many of the modern thingswe how have. Inthose dayswerode behind a
horse summer and winter. Theroadswere* broken out” inthewinter after asnowstorm with oxen and much
shoveling by manpower. After the big snowstorminMarch 1888, they started on the LockeHill road with
oxen breaking the road and when they got to the end of the New Orchard Road at Philbrick’s corner they
had astring of oxen and steerseither twenty or twenty-four in number, | am not quitesureas| waslessthan
fiveyearsold at thetime. But | do know that therewereall of ten pair of cattle, al fromthefarmsaongthe
LockeHill and New Orchard roads. For lighting our homeswe used kerosene lamps, kept our homes
warm by the use of wood stoves and fireplaces. Therewasonefamily that used acoal stoveinoneof their
rooms. A few of the old familieshad candles, but only used them occasionally.

Our mother knit most of the stockingsand many of the mittensthat weworein thewinter months. Leather
bootsand felt bootswere what we woreto protect our feet from the snow and cold. Thesewerethedays
of thedistrict schools, the New Orchard school was District number 5. Therewereten districtsin Epsom at
that time. | learned to shovel snow and bring inthewood tofill thewood box at an early age. Three of our
near neighbors made shoes by hand, the husband and wifeworking together. They a so did somefarming,
asthe shoe businesswas not asrushing inthewarm westher asit wasin thewinter months. Each family
would have one or more cows, ahorse, some hensand awaystwo fat hogsto “dressoff” eachfal, some
would havehogsto “dressoff” inthe spring aswell asthefall. They would have alarge garden besides
raising potatoesand beans.

Asaboy | sometimesworked for aneighbor and among the storiesthat hetold methereisonethat | still
remember about aload of hay. Now it seemsthat afarmer had sold aload of hay that wasto be delivered,
and that he might get an early start, heloaded the hay the afternoon beforethe day of delivery. Theman
who told methe story said that he had occasion to go by thisman’shouse on foot, about four o’ clock the
next morning, alad wasleaning against theload of hay and just ashe came abreast of themansdooryard he
was carrying pailsof water up thelatter and dumping it ontheload of hay. Now why did the man do that?

Many yearsago afarmer in Epsom pulled and madeasmall stack of beanson alargeflat rock inhisfield.
Now later inthefall aman passing through thefield near the stack of beansthought to himself, that stack of
beansisready to put under cover. So afew minuteslater, seeingthemaninhisyard hesaid to him*you
should get those beansunder cover” or something to that effect. Well, thisfarmer, likemany of the natives of
New England, did not liketo betold when or how he should do thingson hisfarm. Result —the stack of
beansremained onthelargerock until time and the elementstook care of it. | saw the stack of beans many
timesmyself but did not presumetotell the owner how or when to do hiswork.

Had all that | could do looking after my own farmwork.
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THE NIGHT BEFORE THE FOURTH THEY RANG THE BELL

Ashad been the custom for many years, the young men of Epsom went to the Baptist Church expecting to
ring thechurch bell but when they arrived there they found the buildingslocked and two meninsidethe
churchwho refused to let them in. Onewasthejanitor, the other a Deacon of the church. Now | doubt if
thejanitor was opposed to their ringing the bell, but the Deacon was determined that the church bell would
not berung and thejanitor being ayounger brother of the Deacon and being hired by him asjanitor, what
could hedo but help.

Well —when the young men found that they could not get into ring the bell they took counsel among
themselvesand with the advice and hel p of older men in the community, the procured long laddersand
ropes and back to the church they went. They put theladders up and were soonin the belfry, thinking to
ring thebell from therewithout the aid of therope.

When the Deacon and janitor heard them on theroof and climbing to the belfry, they grasped therope
ingdethe church and heldit firmly, thus preventing the bell being rung.

After afew futiletriesby themeninthebelfry toring the bell, what did they do but cut theropewhereit
wasfastened to the bell wheel and down the rope went onto the heads of the two men insidethe church.
Thenow jubilant bell ringersfastened aropeto thebell, let it down over theroof, acrossthe highway, it
being along rope, and there they rung the bell by pulling on the attached rope. Now something else
happened. The Deacon, not to be defeated in his plan, went to the home of the Town Constable, that office
could only do hisduty so, hewent to the church expecting to find agroup of teenage boysbut, when he
approached the group at the side of theroad, thefirst person he saw was one of the older men of the
community and anear neighbor of the constable.

ConstableAyer said to thisman “what areyou doing here?’ —thereply was*“ringingthebell” at thesame
timegiving theropeasharp pull. It was now about four 0’ clock intheA.M., July 4™, and the constable
turned, got into hiscarriage and started for home. After thisunsuccessful attempt to stop the church bell
from being rung on thefourth of July, no opposition wasever madeto stop thisold tradition.

THEY MADE THE COW SWALLOW THE APPLE

Oneevening Henry E. Dotey who lived on the New Orchard Road in Epsom, called several of his
neighborsto hishometo help with acow of histhat had been eating applesand got onelodged in her
throat.

Therewere severa suggestion made by the oneswho had cometo help Mr. Dotey with hiscow. Oneman
said to hold ablock of wood on one side of her neck wherethe applewasand by striking it with awooden
mallet against the block you could crush the apple. Another one said to makethe cow run and jump over a
fencethat would make her cough and then shewould swallow the apple. M eantime, the poor cow was
having difficulty inbreathing.

About thistime CharlesE. Cilley, who lived on Locke' sHill, cameand Mr. Dotey asked hisadvice onwhat
todo. Mr. Cilley said hethought the apple cold be did odged by the use of agoad stick. He, Mr. Cilley, had
either done such athing, or had seen someoneelse. Mr. Dotey asked Charles Cilley to try and get the apple
someway. Someone got agoad-stick and Mr. Cilley inserted the butt end of the stick inthe cows mouth,
while someof the other men held her head inthe air and kept her mouth open, then Mr. Cilley, using great
care, pushed the goad-stick down her throat until it reached the apple. He then drew the stick back about
two inchesand with aquick push, dislodged the appl e, the cow gave aswallow, and down the applewent
therest of theway. Soon the cow was breathing naturally again. Thisincident happened morethan sixty
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yearsago but | can clearly recal how carefully Mr. Cilley wasin using the goad-tick, astherewasgreat
danger of injuring the cow’sthroat.

A person can look back over the yearsthat are gone and think of the many personsthat they once knew,
and they will appreciate more and more, in memory, thosewith whom they were associated intheyears
longgone.

| worked withand for Mr. Cilley, played inaband that hedirected. He did not usetobacco in any form or
intoxicants, aclean talking person | cannot recall of ever hearing him useaprofaneword. He operated his
largefarmin aprofitableand thrifty manner. A good manto work with or for, worked hard, paid hishills, a
good citizen and akind and accommodating neighbor.

Hewasafinemusician, especidly withaviolin. Hisbuildingswereawayskeptingood repair, al farm
machinery and farm implements housed and ready for use. Hiscattleand horsesalwayslooked thrifty and
well fed. Mr. and Mrs. Cilley had one daughter for afamily, and after shewent away to school they were
left al done. Mrs. Cilley’shealth wasnot very good and after atimethe sold thefarm, built anicehousein
Pittsfield villagewherethey resided theremainder of their lives.

Thiswaswhen Epsom |ost another of their old families. Mrs. AdaE. Cilley did not live many yearsafter
they madetheir homein Rittsfield. After atime, Mr. Cilley married Edith Maxfield of Pittsfield, NH. Charles
E. Cilley died June 1942. Edith (Maxfield) Cilley istill living, asof March 1962, in Fittsfield. Mr. Cilley was
81 yearsold when hedied.

MORE REMINISCENESOF 1910

Inthewinter of 1910 | had businessto transact at the Probate Court at Concord and asMr. D. Gilman
Chedey had to be at the same placethat day, he, Mr. Chedley, said that | might rideto Concord with him.
Atthat dateif you went to Concord from Epsom over the highway inthewintertimeit waseither by foot or
by horseand deigh. | met Mr. Chedley at Epsom “ Slab City” intheA .M., when wearrived in Concord, Mr.
Chedey stabled hishorse at thelivery stableof, | am quite sure, runby “Bud” Willey, at thistime.

After attending to our business at the Probate Court Office, wewent back to the stablefor theteam. This
wasearly inthePM.

Aswe seated ourselvesinthe deigh, ready to start for Epsom, Mr. Chedey looked at hiswatch noting the
time. Just beforewe cameto the end of the New Orchard road where | wasto |eave and continue on my
way home (about one mile up the New Orchard Road), Mr. Chesley again looked at hiswatch. It had been
exactly one hour sincewe had | eft the stable on Park Street in Concord. Mr. Chedley did not useawhip. |
don’'t know if heeven had oneinthedeigh. Thedistancefrom* Slab City” Epsomto Concord wasinthose
daysbeforethe straightening of theroad, cutting thetopsfromthehill and filling thelow places, wastwelve
miles. So evenfifty-oneyearsago wewerenot so very slow ingoing places. Geo. H. Yeatonin 1961

ROCKSIN THE RUBBERBOOTS

Intheyear 1907 and 1908 my brother Edwin R. Yeaton was Representative from thetown of Epsomtothe
Genera Court at Concord, New Hampshire. At thistime hewasliving on Sanborn Hill, operating Judge
Sanborn’sthreefarms. One day while hewas attending the General Court at Concord, amanwho wewill
cal Mr. F and who made abusiness of traveling about the country towns buying old papers, old clothes,
ragsand especialy old discarded rubber foot wear, cameto Sanborn Hill. Now, when my brother was
away fromthefarm, hisregular hired man, aMr. B, had charge of thefarm and the other help. Now it
seemsthat Mr. B had at sometimeprevioudly dealt with Mr. F,, and their businesstransactions had not
pleased Mr. B., and on thisday when Mr. B. saw Mr. F. coming into theyard, he decided to get even with
him.
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S0, in someway he managed to put anumber of rocksinsidethe old rubber boots he planned to sell him.
Mr. F. weighed the old rubber footwear including the collection of rocks, paid Mr. B., and after loading
them onto hiswagon, went on hisway to the next farm. In someway he discovered that he had bought a
number of poundsof rocksat my brothers, so! When he cameto the next house he asked them “who lives
at the Judge Sanbornfarm?’ Hewastold that Edwin R. Yeaton lived there.

After afew daysmy brother received asummonsto appear at Police Court in Concord to answer acharge
against him, filed by aMr. F. My brother went on the day and at thetime appointed. The Judge called my
brother before him, read the charge against Edwin R. Yeaton and turningto Mr. F. said thismanisEdwinR.
Yeaton who liveson Sanborn Hill in Epsom “isthisthe man who sold you rubber bootsfilled with rocks?’
Mr. F. looked closaly at my brother then dlowly said “no, thisisnot theman.”

The case wasthen dismissed by the Judge.

Now when my brother received the court notice healready knew what hishired man had done, but knew
that hehimself had asolid aibi, asit wason record that hewas at the General Court ontheday hewas
accused of sellingrocksto Mr. .

NATURAL DEATHS & ODD CIRCUMSTANCES

Wasit just acoincident or isit dangerousto takeabath in thewinter? CharlesAmes, wholived onthe
LockeHill Road in Epsom, had some businessto transact in thevillage of Fittsfield, so directly after taking a
bath hewent to Rittsfield. The next day he was stricken with Pneumoniaand died February 4, 1887 at the
ageof 70years, 2 monthsand 20 days. Hisfamily believesthat the bath he had taken just beforeleaving for
Pittsfied village caused him to have pneumonia

AN APPLE A DAY WILL KEEP THE DOCTOR AWAY, BUT !

Franklin D. Holt, who lived on the New Orchard Road, just before heretired for the night, ate one or more
applesand before morning hewasdead. Hisfamily awaysmentioned hiseating an appleor applesbefore
retiring onthenight that hedied.

It wasan old New England custom to have baked beanson Saturday night for supper. CharlesH. Palmer
wholivedinthevillage of Gossville, following thisold New England custom, had baked beansfor his
Saturday night supper. Before morning he had died. Thiswason December 31, 1927. Asheleft hisfamily
toretire, CharlesH. Palmer wished them all aHappy New Year, asthefollowing day would bethe
beginning of anew year.

Mr. Palmer was 68 years, 10 monthsand 30 daysold at hisdeath.

CLANKING CHAINS AT MIDNIGHT

Intheyear 1889in Epsom, ayoung manwho lived onthemain road in thetown wasreturning to hishome
after spending the evening with ayoung lady who helater married. Now, inthevillage of Epsom lived an
older brother of mine and he owned ahorsewhich had the disagreeabl e habit of kicking the partition of the
stall inthenight. Just asthisyoung man was passing by the barn, where the kicking horsewaskept, he
suddenly heard theclanking of achain.

It wasjust about midnight, the hour when al the countrysideis silent and when only weird or uncanny noises
areeven heard. Well thisyoung man wasnot only startled, but also alittle upset and commencedtowalk a
littlefaster and the next thing he was running, soon he cameto the brow of along hill and ashe continued
down thislong hill he gained speed and before he cameto the bottom of the hill hisfeet scarcely touched the
ground, he soon cameto the driveway of hishome but hewasrunning so fast that he could not makethe
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sharp turninto the driveway, so being obliged to continueoninastraight line. Hewent asfar asthe Baptist
church and making alarge circle around the building he was once more headed for home, and by thetime
hearrived at the driveway was ableto maketheturninto the driveway and was soon safein hishome.
Now my brother, to curethe horsefrom kicking, had attached ashort length of chain to one of the horses
legs, by meansof astrap and when the horse moved theleg with the chain fastened to it, any one passing at
that moment could hear achain clanking.

EPSOM BOUGHT AHEARSE

Intheyear 1889, thetown of Epsom bought ahearse. The day iswasbrought into town agroup of men
werelooking at it and asit passed by them, one young man of twenty years madethisremark; “1 wouldlike
tohavearideinthat thing” or wordsto that effect. It issaid that hewasthefirst torideinthe hearse—this
at hisownfunerd.

At thetime of the First World War ayoung man from anearby town was hel ping Tom Carr, the Station
Agent at the Epsom Railroad. | had occasion to go to the station one PM. to get aload of freight. Inthe
freight depot therewere several casketsin boxes. Thisyoung man when he saw them, jumped upon one
and lying on hisback, closed hiseyes, folded hishandsacrosshis chest and made himself appear asadead
person. A short time afterwards heleft for Army Camp and inlessthan amonth fromthetimehelaid himself
on oneof the caskets, hewas brought homeon thetrain, but thistime hewasinsde acasket.

JUSTANOLD STORY AND THE RECOLLECTION OFAN OLD MAN

Inthese modern days, it isnow theyear 1963, of centra oil heating of our homes, when all that isrequired
of thehome owner isto make out the checksto pay the oil and eectric bills, push button driving of our
automobiles, getting our hot water from the el ectric heated water tanks, dialing atelephoneto talk with our
next door neighbor or with our relatives or friends many milesaway. Preparing amea fromtin, glassor
paper containersand watching TV with our grandchildren when they should be preparing their school
lessonsfor the next day. OhWell! | could go on and oninthisstrain but memory take me back to seventy-
fiveyearsago when asasmall boy my father, whowasborn January 11, 1832, told me, among other
stories, of the* old days’ about thetimethat heasasmall boy, deptinatrundlebedinthekitchenat his
home and of watching, one cold winter morning about four o' clock , hisfather “ strikefire” inthefireplace.
Now either through neglect or carelessnessthey had “lost their fire” inthenight. It wasthe custom to bury
live codsintheashesin thefireplacewhen they retired at night, asthat was before the days of matches.
Hesaid that hisfather, my grandfather, got out thebox of tinder and * struck fire” by using aflintlock gun.
My father alwaysended thisstory with thewords*“ and Will hastheold gun”. Will wasmy father’ syounger
brother who lived at the old Yeaton homestead, at the end of thelane.

GeorgeH. Yeaton, Winter of 1963

Just afew wordsabout “lamp-lighters’. | can remember when it was quite acommon practiceto usethem;
they were made by rolling squaresof old newspapersinto asmall tightly rolled cylindersabout thesizeof a
pencil. Oneend wasrolled so that it would bein apoint, the other end would bealittlelarger with theend
folded over at theextreme end.

Theselighterswereusedtolight firesor lampsafter one had lighted alamp or started afireinthefireplace
or stove, thuseconomizingin their use of matches. Therewasonefamily in Epsom that claimed that they
only used one match each day. That would be early inthemorning.
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Tonight | am livingin memory, an evening spent with my father and mother together with my brother and
sister ontheold homefarminthewinter of 1890. Around six o' clock my father and brother comeinfrom
doingthebarn* chores’, bringing with them the pailsof milk which my mother would straininlargetin pans
and put the panson shelvesin the milk cupboard.

Inafew minuteswewould al be seated around the supper table. We all had good healthy appetites, did not
find fault with what was on thetablefor supper, did not leave our plates half full of food whenweleft the
table. Wewere hungry and there was plenty of good wholesomefood on thetable.

After we had finished our supper my father and my brother John would go back to the barn and finish up
the chores. During thistime my mother with the hel p of my sister Elisabeth, would clean up the supper things
and wash thedishes. By thistimethemen folkswere back in from the barn. Now wewould all gather inthe
long living room, my father with hisnewspaper, my mother with her mending and my brother, sister and
myself around thelargetablein the center of the room with our school books.

Therewasalarge kerosene-burning lamp with alarge painted globeonit in the center of thetable, dsoa
large dish of red apples. My brother would be seated on one side of thetable, my sister oppositehim, |
would be at oneend and sometimesmy mother would be sitting acrossfrom mewith her sewing, but more
often shewould bein her working chair darning stockingsor mending overals.

Asmy brother was several yearsolder than | was, also my sister wasafew yearsolder, sowedid not have
muchin common about out school work. All | can remember about wasthe arithmetic problemswhichwe
all threeworked on.

Around eight-thirty my father would light thelantern and leavefor thebarn for onelast 100k at the cattleand
togivethemasmall “foddering” of hay. When my father left for the barn thislast timeat night heaways
would leave by way of the cellar-kitchen stairs, going down the stairsinto the cellar-kitchen, fromthereinto
thelargewood shed withitstier upontier of stovewood, then oninto the carriage shed, thenthrough a
small entry-likeway into the harnessroom and from there on into the part of the barn wherethe cattle were.
Onthistripto the barn hewould open and closefour or fivedoors.

Hewould not be gonelong thistime and was back in the house by nine o’ clock asnineo’ clock wasour
bedtime. Sometimes my mother would stay up alittlelater asshe had thefamily cat to put out and other last
minutethingsto do. Occasionally some of the neighborswould dropinfor an evening call but not very often
and when they did they came early and | eft beforeten o’ clock asmost of the men folk planned to be up and
doingtheir farm choresearly in themorning. Many of themin those dayswould be up by four o' clock inthe
morning, somealittlelater. But most of usin the country believed inthat old, old adagethat “Onehour in
themorningisworth two hoursat night”.

| mentioned the large dish of applesonthetable, well, during the evening most of uswould eat one or more
of them. Weaways had plenty of gpples, | can still remember thelong row of barrelsfilled with applesin
our cellar, therewasnot |lessthan twelve of them.

Wewere not bothered with telephonecalls, radio or television programs, asall of thesewere much later
additionsto our home.

Thelast thing that my father did before hewent to hisbedroom wasto wind hiswatch with akey. Onenight
intheweek hewould wind the eight-day clock that stood on the shelf back of theair-tight stoveintheliving
room.

After writingthisarticle! hunted up my fathersold watch and had agood look at it. Thereisacertain
amount of pleasuretogether with afeeling of sadnesswhen | recall theseold days. | am thelast oneleft of
thisfamily group and have been sincetheyear 1951. Geo. H. Yeaton, at Epsom New Hampshire, January
1963.
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1903

Itisnow thelast week in January 1963, the weather has been quite severe, not too heavy snow stormsbut
very cold most of themonth.

The cold weather makes merecall thewinter of 1903 when asayouth of nineteen years| spent thewinter
cutting cordwood. My brother and | contracted to cut wood for onedollar per cord on awood ot that was
located between the New Orchard Road and the Range Road, thelot bordered on the Range Road onits
easterly boundary.

That wasthewinter that my married sister wassick and my mother left my father and myself to carry onat
home and shewent to carefor her sick girl. Thiswasnot hard for my father and I, as| had boarded myself
most of theyears| wasat Coe' sAcademy, also my father knew something about cooking. We madelots of
biscuits, some ginger breads, baked beans, potatoes boiled, baked or fried raw with onions. We had some
fresh meat and when that was gonetherewas aways plenty of salt pork inthecellar.

With the apples and canned fruit and vegetabl esthat my mother had canned the summer and fall before, we
did not lack for something to eat. | can still remember the noon lunchesthat | carried with me. Therewas
onekind of asandwichthat | liked especialy well, thisistheway | madeit. | would fry salt pork and while
itwasstill hot | would put alarge dice of the pork between abiscuit cut in half, asthiswas before the age of
modern dinner-pailsand thermosbottles. | packed my noon lunchinatin pail. By noontimethe contents
would befrozen, sometimes| would heat the sandwich over asmal firethat | would build, other times|
would walk back and forth on alargelog. Therewere many old treesthat had died and fallen down where
wewere cutting thewood. Either way, | alwaysenjoyed my noon lunches. Therewas something about a
salt pork sandwich that only aperson who has eaten one can describe- theflavor of achilled dice of salt
pork between alarge biscuit. The pork would be crisp and crunchy.

Ohyes, | would have other thingsto eat at noon, ginger bread and an apple or two.

| do not remember taking anything to drink with me, but probably did.

After awhilel builtasmall log cabin and then | would leave my noon lunchinsideand at noon build afirein
thesmall stovethat wasinthecabin. | think that | put the pinelogstwelvefoot long but after the corners
werelocked together it left only about aspaceinside of ten by ten feet but that waslarge enough for my
needs—aplace under cover where one could keep extraclothing, eat their dinner and leavetheir wood
cutting toolsat night. Thirty yearsor more after thewinter of 1903, my son found the remainsof the cabin,
he said that one corner was till standing. That wasthewinter that | saw aCanadalyn, it wasin the month
of March and one day my brother or | glanced acrossthe open space where we had cut off thewood and
saw thislargecat likeanimal with ashort tail tufted ears, round head and dark colored. Had LARGE feet.
Itstracksin the snow werelarge and the toenails extended out from the footprints quiteawaysbeyond the
end of thetoes. But we continued to cut wood after we saw thiswild animal; wedid not seeit againal
winter. My brother and I commenced cutting the cordwood on thislot thelast of December and did not
finishuntil thefirst of April. | had amuch longer walk to reach thewood |ot than my brother. | lived more
thanahaf milefrommy brother’sfarm. | would leave homewith my lunch and asharp axeearly inthe
morning beforeit waslight, go up theroad to my brothershome, fromthereacrosshisfield, alarge
meadow into hislumber and wood | ot and from onto the land where we were cutting thewood. My brother
did not leaveasearly as| did ashe had livestock to take care of before heleft. | would planto reach the
placewherewewere cutting thewood by thetimeit waslight enough to seeto work. Through thebig
woods| only had thelight from the starsto see and follow the footpath by. My brother would reach the

place wherewewere chopping at eight o’ clock. He could cut morewood in aday than | could, acord and
one half would be about what hewould cut per day, for myself, acord and aquarter would be my average.
We piled thewood four feet and four incheshigh, the extrafour inchesin height wasto allow for shrinkage
when thewood wasdrying. A pile of four foot wood eight feet inlength and four feet in highth wasacord of
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wood. We cut thewood in stripsleaving the brush from two stripsin onelarge windrow, thetiers of
cordwood was about the center of each strip with plenty of room on one sidefreefrom high sscumpsor
anything that would bother theteamswhen they cometo haul thewood.

My brother “started out” aload of thewood that we cut acrossthewood lot and meadow into hisfield
whereteamsfrom Gossville came and hauled it to the depot. In the month of Juneacrew came and cut and
pealed thelarge old hemlock treeson thissamelot. The next fall we sawed the hemlock treesinto twelve-
foot lengthlogs, | can still remember the piles of bark cut and piled like piles of cordwood. Thisbark, four
feet inlength and from six inchesto afoot or morein width was shipped to leather tannerieswhereit was
used intanning legther.

It wasinthemonth of Junethat he bark could be removed easily from the heml ock trees. L ater someone
else cut thewood from the other side of thissamelot and my much older brother, who lived on Sanborn Hill
at that time, hauled it to the depot. He came with two teams of horses, hishired man droveoneteam and he
the other. They hauled thiswood by way of the old winter road which after leaving thewood ot wherethe
wood was cut, went acrossthe Holt pasture, now owned by Walter B. Chase, from there acrossthewood
and timber land of Henry E. Dotey, then oninto and acrossthe Yeaton lumber |ot and on into the pasture of
Samuel B. Stanley, from thereinto hisfield or morelikely they turned and entered the Range Road,
following thisroad until they cameto thejunction of the Range Road and the New Orchard Road at the
home of Joseph P. Locke, then down the New Orchard Road to the turnpike and from there to the depot.
Andto my knowledgethiswasthelast timethat thisold winter routewasused itsentirelength.
Theaxethat | used that winter wasa*“Pioneer” ax that | had two of , themost common kind in use at that
timewasthe Jersey axe. Therewasalso another kind that | liked; itsnamewasthe“BlueRidge” ax. | think
that | liked thelast namekind the best, although later | used only the Jersey ax. Well, so much for chopping
wood inthewinter of 1903.

THE INDIANSWHOHELPED THEWHITEMANSPLIT THELOG
AND THE INDIANSAND THE SAW MILL

Anold Epsom legend astold to mewhen | wasasmall boy in Epsom, seventy yearsago—“A manwas
cutting wood not far from hiscabin and wasintently splitting alargelog. Suddenly hefound himsalf
surrounded by anumber of hostile Indians. They made him understand that they werenot going tokill him
but that he must go with him asa prisoner. Knowing that resi stance was usel ess, he appeared to accept the
Situation, but explained to them that he wanted to finish splitting thelog before hewent and asked the
Indiansto help him—theIndiansagreed. They arranged themsel ves on both sides of thelog — putting their
handsinto thelarge crack the man had made, thinking they could pull thelog apart, suddenly thewhiteman
knocked the wooden wedge out that was hol ding thelog apart, and thelog closed on the Indian’sfingers
and beforethey could release themsel ves, their captive escaped.

Oneof theearly settlershad asawmill ontheriver and oneday he stayed lateto finish sawing somelogs.
The sun had set and the daylight wasgrowing diminsidethemill. Ashewas sawing thelast log he saw long
shadows coming from theup river end of themill. A quick glance confirmed hisfirst suspicion. A band of
Indians had come down theriver inacanoe and were standing in the end of themill. Knowing they were not
friendly Indians, he, while seemly paying no attention to them, suddenly reversed thelog carriage sending it
straight back toward the Indians and beforethey recovered from their astonishment at thisunexpected
action, thecarriage, log and al struck them, knocking theminto theriver. During the confusion that resulted,
themill owner quickly escaped.

Astoldto mewhenasmall boy. GH.Y. 1962
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THE McCLARY TAVERN

TheAndrew McClary homestead built about theyear 1740 wasthefirst taverninthetown of Epsom. In
thisold tavernthe society of Cincinnatus held some of their meetings. Many distinguished menwere
entertained inthisold taverninthedaysnow long gone, Franklin Pierceand Daniel Webster and others.
Thisold McClary homestead istill standing and in agood state of preservation. Itisnow owned by Mrs.
Katherine S. Berry of Arlington, Massachusetts, adescendant of oneof thefirst settlersof Epsom, Andrew
McClary. Thisold tavern was al so used asan express, freight and post office.

Intheyear 1827, the Selectmen of Epsom gavelicensesto William Yeaton Jr., Abel Brown, Colonel Daniel
Cilley, Samud Whitney, Robert Knox, Captain SSimonA. Heath, Abram W. Marden, Captain Benjamin

L ocke and Joseph Lawrence. The cost to each tavern keeper wastwo dollarsfor aperiod of two yearsto
keep opentaverninthetown.

TAKEN FROM OLD TOWN RECORDS

1754/55 —the Selectmen having notified the Proprietors and inhabitants of thetown of Epsominthe
Province of New Hampshireto meet at the house of Andrew McClary in Epsom Inn.

Theinhabitants met according to notification on Wednesday thefourth of May 1755. Themeeting being
called and opened it wasthan voted Stephen Marden, Moderator, Samuel Libbey, Clerk. Voted that there
beacommitteeto perambul ate the line between the second and third Range of lotsin thetown and also to
perambulate or run thelineat the north west side and north east end of thetown.

Daniel Moulton, WilliamG. ____and Ephraim Locke beacommitteeto runsaid lines. That said committee
have 30 shillingsaday for their said services. That the present Selectmen raise money for paying the same.
Town Meeting ended. Nathan Marden, Clerk.

(theaboveispart of two Town meetings notice and record.)

1761 — The Selectmen having warned the freehol dersand inhabitants of thetown of Epsom by anatification
dated April the 23d twenty-third 1761. They met according to notification on the 6 sixth day of May 1761
at thehouse of Capt. Andrew McClary in Epsom.

Town meeting called and opened, it wasthen voted Capt. John McClary, Moderator, 2 voted Nathan
Marden, Selectman, Ephraim Lock, Selectman, John McClary, Selectman, John Blaso, collector or tax
gatherer, Isaac Libbee, Surveyor of thehighways

ThomasBlake, surveyor of thehighways

Ephraim Bery, tithingman

John Libbee and Ruben Sanborn, assessor

Samue Blakeand Isaac Libbee Juner, Fied drivers

ThomasHinesand Samuel Bickford, field drivers

Samuel Blakeand Ephraim Locke, door keepers

Ebenezer Barton, surveyor of theroad leading to New Orchard, so called

Three hundred poundsin money beraised off thetown of Epsom thispresent year
GeorgeWolesbeacommitteeto assist the clerk in getting the former town writingsthat may bein any of
theformer proprietorshands.

Ephraim L ock be acommittee man for the same.

John Libbee and Samuel Libbee be acommittee to examin the Selectmans accounts

Town meeting ended.

Nathan Marden, T. Clerk
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INDIANSIN EPSOM, NH

Traditiontellsusthat one of thefavorite camping spotsin Epsom was near the place wherethe Epsom
Baptist Church now stands. Herethe Indians sold fishintheriver, plant their Indian maize or cornonthe
level land by theriver, using asthey did, fish for fertilizer when they planted their corn placing afishineach
hill of corn. Aslate astheyear 1875 asmall patch of the Indian maize came up each year on the bank of the
river, proving that at sometimein the past Indian corn had been grown near thisplace. Note: Mr. Henry E.
Dotey who lived on the New Orchard Road on the next farm above my home, told methat when he had
worked inthe shoefactory at Epsom he had seen the Indian maize growing, asmall patch which cameup
year after year on theriver bank. Thiswould have been around the years 1875 to 1885 when he saw the
corngrowing.

After the close of the Indian Warsand the Indiansand settlerswere at peace, the Indiansbuilt several
wigwams near where the Wallace brook emptiesinto the Little Suncook River. TherewerethreeIndians
who werein Epsom quitefrequently, there nameswere Plausawa, Sabatesand Christi. Thereisahighhill,
elevation 800 feet at the Pembroke/Chichester town line. Itisnames PlausawaHill, named for the Indian by
that name who frequently camped onthishill. Inthetown of Loudon thereisahill named SabatesHeights,
elevation 800feet. It wason thishill that Sabatesmade hiscamp wheninthispart of the state. Hisname
wasmore often spelled Sabites. At the mouth of abrook that emptiesinto the Little Suncook River thereis
arock withabowl shaped holeinit and it isbelieved that thiswaswherethe Indianshad their wigwams and
used thisplaceintherock to grind their cornin. thisisnow called the Gulf Brook at sometimeit was
probably called the*Wallace Brook” astheearly history of Epsom waswritten about happeningsover two
hundred yearsago.

SCHOOL DISTRICT RECORDS

Inreading over the old school recordsof Epsom, | find that intheyear 1841, the Pittsfield School District at
Dowboro and District Number 6, in Epsom, were united to form Union School District Number 6.

Taken from therecords of the New Hampshire General Court. “Intheyear 1841, aPittsfield school district
and Epsom School district No. 6 wereuntied to form * Republican School Digtrict’ . Merrimack County, first
congressiond, fifth councilor and fourteenth senatorid digtrict”

The Epsom school records show that asum of money was appropriated each year for thisschool district
until intheyear 1887. Thelast date when thisUnion School District Number 6 operated wasintheyear
1886. Thefollowing year (1887) the Town of Epsom paid Warren E. Hilliard eight dollarsfor * conveyance
of scholars', the samein theyears 1888 and 1889. In the year 1890, Warren E. Hilliard was paid the sum
of sevendollarsconveyance of scholarsand thefollowing year, four dollars.

| assumethat it wasto the school house on the North Road, where he‘ conveyed' thescholars, asinthe
school report for the years 1888 and 1889, the foll owing names appear on the Roll of Honor at the North
Road School. Thenamesareasfollows: Lillian Hilliard, twoterms, OraHilliard, twoterms; ClaraHilliard,
two terms; Gertrude Chase, E. Christie Yeaton and David F. Buffam, oneterm each; Willie Brown, two
years.

OntheRall of Honor for theyear 1892 werethefollowing names: AdaHilliard, Ralph Hilliard, OraHilliard,
ClaraHilliard and Oscar Hilliard at the North Road School by the name of Hilliard.

Intheyear 1894, AdaHilliard wasthe only one of theHilliard family on the Honor Roll.

TheNew Orchard Road school closed in the month of June 1899 and thefollowing year the scholarswho
lived on the Sherburne Road (in Epsom) attended the school at South Pittsfield.
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Intheyear 1900, thetown of Epsom commenced to pay thetown of Pittsfield Elementary school tuitionand
have continued to do so sincethat date.

Theamount of money paid by thetown of Epsom to Elementary Union number 49, Pittsfield, New
Hampshirein theyear 1963 was $1300.00 and the amount paid Harvey Marston for transportati on of
elementary scholarsfrom Epsom was $500.00, making thetotal cost for scholarsfrom Epsomwho
attended the Pittsfield Elementary school, intheyear 1963, $1800.00.

TheNew Orchard Road school closed inthe spring of 1899, opened in June 1910, closed againintheyear
1928, opened for two yearsintheyear 1929 and closed June 1930 forever.

Asnear as| have been abletolearn, the school at “ Dowboro” South Pittsfield, closeditsdoorsor all

school purposed inthe month of June 1934 and ashort timelater sold the schoolhouse to some organization
formed by thecitizensof that part of thetown and isnow used asacommunity center.

PERSONSLOST INTHE TOWN OF EPSOM, NH
Nathaniel McCoy

Thefirst personlost inthetown of Epsomthat | find any record of wasNathaniel M cCoy, ayoung son of
CharlesM cCoy who wasone of thefirst settlersof thistown. The story isthat, Nathaniel McCoy, while
hunting for hisfather’scows, becamelost in thethick woods near Fort Mountain. Hewaslost quitealong
timeand lived on berries, and when found hewas afraid of the oneswho discovered him. It wasonthe
smdler mountain next to Fort Mountainthat they found him, after that the mountain wasgiventhe name
“Nat’'sMountain”.

Now wewill tell about theoneslost in recent years.

Robert C. Brown

Intheyear 1926 Robert C. Brown, anative of Epsom who lived on the North Road, |eft hishome one day
for awak. Night came and hedid not return. Histwo sons, who lived with him, becoming anxiousfor him,
asked for helpinsearching for their father. The searching party searched al that evening, continuing all
through the night. The next day the county Sheriff, GeorgeA. Wooster, came and took charge of the search.
The search was confined to the areanear the home of Mr. Brown, ashisfamily said that hiscondition was
suchthat he could not possibly have gone any distancefrom home.

But after alengthy and intensive search, no trace of Mr. Brown wasfound. After the search had been
abandoned by the Sheriff and the volunteer searchers, the Selectmen of Epsom offered areward of fifty
dollarsto anyonewho would find Robert Brown or hisbody. After severa days, Harold S. Bickford
discovered thebody of Mr. Brown, but it wasalong distance from hishome, probably ahalf-mile beyond
wherethe searching party had searched.

Now inthe evening on the day that he had disappeared, aMr. Arthur C. Locke, who lived onthe New
Orchard Road and about in adirect westerly direction from Mr. Brown’sresidence, wasout in hisyard at
ten o’ clock and heard amansvoice holler several timesin succession—it wasinthegenera direction of
wherethebody waslater found. When Mr. Locketold othersthey said that it could not possibly have been
Mr. Brown that you heard, he could not havetraveled so far away from home, but aslater proved hedid.
Thetown record read that Robert C. Brown, son of Samuel Brown and Sally (Cofran) Brown died July 23,
1826, age 87 years, afarmer and carpenter.
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Edward M. Sawyer

At thetimethat Edward M. Sawyer wandered away hewas staying at the S. Lucas Clark home onthe
Sherburne Road. It wasabright sunny afternoonin mid-winter. Theroadswereall plowed out but the sides
were piled high with theaccumul ated winter snows.

Edd Sawyer ashewasfamiliarly called, left hisboarding place and started down the Sherburne Road. He
cameasfar or perhapsfarther than the New Orchard Road school house when evidently he decided to
return home, but at thejunction of the Sherburne and L ocke roads, hetook theroad to theright (whichis
the Locke Road). He continued up thisroad for atime and then, asit must have been nearly dark, heleft
theroad climbing ahigh bank of snow and acrossafield into apasture covered with small pineand other
growth. The Clark family sent out theaarm that hewasmissing or lost.

Lateintheevening Maxwell Reid, who lived on LockeHill came down theroad and heard Edd Sawyer
holler. Maxwell cameto my residence (I was conservator for Edd Sawyer at thetime). Maxwell, my son
and myself went to where Mr. Sawyer wasunder atreein the pasture. Hisfirst wordswere“| knew you
would come George’, and said something about hel ping him. Hewasin the brook. Hewaswarmly dressed
from head to feet barring felt bootson hisfeet. He suffered noill effectsfrom thisexperience.

| had my car with meand carried him to hishome. Edward M. Sawyer was at thistime about el ght-eight
yearsold. Helived ayear or more after thiswinter walk, dying October 5, 1936, age at death 89 years. He
diedinaConcord Hospital wherel had him movedin hislast sickness.

James E. Philbrick

Having been appointed conservator of JamesE. Philbrick of Epsom, | engaged board and room for him at
the home of George Pike. One afternoon when blueberrieswerein season, Mr. Philbrick said that hewas
going for someberries, so equipping himself with apail hewent to the Goss pasture. This pasture contained
morethan two hundred acres and the surrounding pastures contained six or eight hundred acres, making a
tract of land, away from any roads or houses, of two thousand acres. Night came and Mr. Philbrick did not
return home.

Thedarmwasgiven and search was made that night and continued on thefollowing morning. Hisempty pail
wasfound not far from where he had entered the pasture, but all other signsthat wefound werehis
footprintson an old sawdust pilewhere at onetimein the past aportable saw mill had been erected. Late
that afternoon Mr. Philbrick wasfound along distance away from where hispail wasfound. He had crossed
severd tractsof land, climbed over stonewallsand through wirefences. Wefound astonewall that showed
signsof aperson climbing over thiswall and tumbling some of therocksfromit. When found hewascamly
seated on astump. Mr. Philbrick waseighty yearsold at thistime. Hewasbornin Allenstown, NH, the son
of Jackson C. Philbrick and Eliza(Crawford) Philbrick. JamesEugene Philbrick wasin aconval escent
homeat Concord, NH when he passed away at age 82 years, 9 months and seven days.

THEFREEWILL BAPTIST CHURCH OF EPSOM, NH
Taken from therecordsof Rev. M.A. Quimby 1885

Thischurchwasorganized inthe spring of 1824. Preliminary meetingswereheldin June of that year, and on
thefirst day of July 1824 ameeting washeld at the schoolhouse on Center Hill. It was Thursday, Rev.
Ebenezer Knowlton of Pittsfield and Rev. Arthur Caverno from Strafford, were present together with seven
others, ready to be organized into achurch. These arethe names of the el ght who becametheorigina
members and founders of the Epsom Free-Will Baptist Church. They werethe samein number asthose that
entered theArk of old.
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Rev. Arthur Caverno, Nathan Bickford, Daniel Philbrick, Ephraim Locke, LucretiaTarlton, Mary Marden,
Elizabeth Currier and Sally Osgood.

Rev. Caverno, under God, wasitsfounder and first pastor. Hewas an earnest and faithful pastor and the
membership increased tofifty that season. A meetingwasheld in Wiliam Marden’sbarn onthefourth of July
that sameyear (1824) and at the close of the servicethey held abaptism at the Suncook River.

During thetwo yearsthat Elder Manson wasthe church’spastor, thefirst deaconswere chosen. Ephraim

L ockeand Thomas Bickford werethe ones chosen by the church members. Thefirst Baptist Church
building wasbuiltin 1833 or 1834 [I thinthe correct dateis 1834, in “History of Epsom NH by John H.
Dolbeer thedateisgiven as 1833]. It wassold in 1860 or 1861 to William Gosswho moved it about one
haf mileintothevillageand converteditinto astore. It wasenlargedin later yearsby Andrew J. Silver, itis
now owned and operated under the name of Gossville Genera Store.

Thissamebuildingisalso the home of the Gossville Post Office. When the Post Officeat Gossvillewas
established in 1882, apart of the building was used asapost office and with some enlargementsand
improvements, isused by the Government to thisdate 1960.

It wasduring Elder Manson’ s pastorate that thefirst Sunday School wasformed, alsoaHomeMission
society inthechurch. At that timethe membership of the church wasabout eighty.

Intheyear 1861, alarger and more commodious building wasbuilt at the samelocation asthefirst asacost
of $2200, dedicated Christmas 1861. The present parsonagewasbuilt in 1853 at acost including theland,
of $800, thiswaswhile M oses Quimby was pastor.

Thefirst pastor to receive astate salary was Gorham P. Ramsey. The salary wasto be $150 for thefirst
year. At thistime the combined membership of the Congregationa and Baptist Churchesin Epsomwas 255,
onefifth of the population of thetown.

The Ladies Sewing Circlewasorganized intheyear 1882 on March 16". Mrs. Avery, thewife of the
pastor, wasthefirst President and had much to do with bringing about the organi zation of thisgroup of
women. The Ladies Sewing Circlepaid the cost of building thevestry, whichwasbuiltin 1888. It was
dedicated on December 21, 1888. TheL.S.C. paid off asubstantial part of the parsonage mortgage.
TheCirclepaid for anew carpet installed inthe Church Building, paid for theelectriclight and for installing
thewater at thevestry, dsofor installing lightsin themain building. Intheyear 1884-85 the Satistics of the
Churchwasasfollows. Entiremembership 157; number in Sunday School 125; number of booksinthe
Sunday School Library 200.

1871 —From anewspaper printed in 1871 comesthisitem—*The Free Will Baptist Society of Epsom have
holden two festival sfor the purpose of raising fundsto be appropriated in the purchase of an organ for their
church. They weresuccessful from apecuniary point of view.”

1870—Another newsitem of 1870 reads—*“Thereisan extensivereviva of religion now in progressat
Suncook. Thereisalso areviva inthe FreeWill Baptist Churchin Epsom”.

Inmoving the original Baptist Church building to Gossvillewhereit was used asastore and Post Office,
they used anumber of pair of oxen. On Saturday, they had somedifficulty at thefoot of thehill, nearly
oppositethe placewhere Fred Knight now lives. Come Sunday morning they held their regular church
sarviceinthebuilding whereit wasstuck fast inthe highway.

NAMESOF THOSE WHO SERVED ASPASTORS

Their namesand order of serviceareasfollows:

Rev. Arthur Caverno. James M cCutcheon. B. Manson. B. Van Dame. GP. Ramsey. K.R. Davis. Tobias
Foss. M.A. Quimby. Horace Webber. E. Knowles. J.H. Brown. C.E. Haskell. Uriah Chase. Joel Baker.
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M.A.Avery. M.A. Quimby. John B. Merrill. John W. Scribner. E.B. Tetley. F.P. Wormwood. Ozro Royce.
AugustusR. Toothacre. ThomasM. Sparks. W.J. Gordon. George B. Southwick. George C. Junkins. Dr.
Emmett Russell. GeorgeW. Bordon. Ralph T. Osborn. Leonard P. Edwards. Donald E. Macomber. Alfred
E. Luce. Richard W. Horner. Robert J. Meakim (October 1959-1965), L aFayette Pinkney, Raymond P,
Bdess.

Hiram Holmes served asapastor for oneyear. Thiswasjust before Van Dame cameto Epsom from
Deerfield to teach school He supplied the vacant pul pit but stayed lessthan ayear.

Rev. M oses Quimby was Pastor from September 1850 to April 1858. From April 1860 toApril 1863.
From November 1869 to January 1872. FromApril 1885toApril 1887, atotal of fourteen and two-thirds
years.

WINDOWSIN THE EPSOM BAPTIST CHURCH

Church Vestibule—only onewindow —Major John K. Stokes.
Rev. James M cCutcheon 1828-1835 by hisChildren
Rev. Sam B. Dyer & Dea. Ephraim Locke by Ruhamah J. Fowler

Nathan Bickford & William Gossby their Grandchildren
WilliamTripp

Dea. ThomasBickford by SilasBickford (hisson)

John C. Hall & MarthaE. Hall

Winthrop Fowler & Ephraim Locke.

Nathan Bickford, (son of another ThomasBickford)
Ephraim L ocke, son of Dea. Ephraim Locke.

DEACONSOF THE FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH

Thefirst Deaconswere chosenintheyear 1834 or 1835, they were Ephraim Locke and Thomas Bickford.
Thomas Tripp wasaDeacon from 1855 to 1871, hewasclerk from 1845t0 1871

Thefirst Deaconsof the Epsom Baptist Church of whom | have any remembrancewere: Deacon Daniel
Yeaton and Deacon Cyrus Marden. That was about theyear 1890. Inlater yearsBurt D. Young, Justin T.
Stevensand Alfred W. Burnham were made Deacons. About the year 1929, George H. Yeaton was elected
aDeacon. Thenit became necessary to replace some of the older Deaconswho had become unableto
serve on account of their health, othershad died, and John B. Yeaton was el ected. For ashort time, we
kept along with two Deacons, then the Church elected John W. Cox and Gerald L. Marden as Deacons,
thisgavethe ChurchaBoard of Deacons consisting of four members. After anumber of years, William
Brown was made aDeacon, but hedid not stay in Epsom only ashort time afterwards. Deacon George H.
Yeatonwasill for several years, Deacon JohnW. Cox passed away and the church wasleft with only two
Deacons. Intheyear 1960, Dr. Emmett Russell, aformer Pastor of the Epsom Baptist Church, cameto
town and bought ahome. After ashort time Dr. Russell was elected aDeacon of the Church, and at this
date, November 1962, we now have afour-member board of Deacons, George H. Yeaton, John B.
Yeaton, Gerdd L. Marden and Dr. Emmett Russell.

1965 Dr. Emmett Russell resigned last winter ashewasleaving town for several months.
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THE FIRST CHURCH IN EPSOM NEW HAMPSHIRE

Thereismuch uncertainty asto the date that thefirst meetinghouse or church buildingwasbuilt in Epsom for
the purpose of public worship. When thetown of Epsom wasgranted May 18, 1727 by “ John Wentworth
Esg. Lt. Governor and Commander in Chief in and over our said Province”, one of the conditionsreadsas
folows

2"that ahouse be built for the Publick worship of God withintheterm of six years’ with the exception “but
if it should happen that awar with the Indians should commence beforethe aforesaid four yearsbe expired,
there shall beallowed to the aforesaid proprietorstheterm of four yearsafter the expiration of theWar to
performtheaforesaid conditions’.

Next at aproprietors meeting on October 16, 1732, it was“ voted that there be ameetinghouse of thirty
foot long and twenty four feet wideimmediately built at the charge of the Proprietorsand that Mr. Joshua
Brackett, Mr. William L ocke and TheodoreAtkinson Esgr. Beacommitteeto agree with any person or
personsthat will buildit the soonest and cheapest”.

Thenintheyear 1742 “voted toraisethirty poundsto hireaminister”, in 1743 “voted to raiseforty pounds’
Thefirst church building builtin Epsom wasat Epsom Center (Center Hill) intheyear 1732 or 1733 the
parsonage housein theyear 1781. Assuming that the conditionsof the original grant were complied with and
thevote taken on October 16, 1732 was carried out, there was ameetinghouse built (30 ft by 24 ft) inthe
year 1732 or 1733. A votewastaken in 1781 to build aparsonage housein theyear 1781, we assumethat
actionwascarried out. And what did it mean when they were contemplating building ameetinghousein
1761 and voting “that it should stand on the samel ot where the old meetinghouse formerly stood at or near
theburying place’.

Inthe‘History of the First Church of Epsom” by John M. Moses, he makesthis statement “\We need not
however supposethat the people had lived thirty yearswithout religion and secular instructing. Still lesscan
weimpute mental and inferiority to peoplewho could rear familiesand build up atown under such
difficultiesasthey encountered”.

In 1759 “voted to raisefifty poundsfor the support of the Gospel”. 1760 voted one hundred poundsold
tenor inmoney to beraised to hireaminister or defray charges. Therewasameeting at the house of Capt.
Andrew McClary on May 15" 1764 when twenty-one privilegesfor pewswere sold by auction. Wealso
find that the annual meeting agreeableto the charter for the year 1766 washeld in the meetinghouse and for
theyearsfollowing whilethebuilding remained standing. Intheyear 1764 it was* voted that ameeting house
bebuiltin Epsom thelength fifty feet and the bredth forty feet”.

The Congregationalistsbuilt achurch at Epsom (dab city) in 1845 and shortly after the Church Building at
Epsom Center was sold and moved to Concord.

1761 “Voted that the meetinghouse shall stand on the samel ot where the old meeting houseformerly stood
at or near theburying place.

Voted January 17, 1733 that the name of the Street from the M eetinghouse upward West Street and
downward to Nottingham from said meetinghouse, East Street.

The Congregational Church at “ Slab City” wasbuilt intheyear 1845. It was sold at auction December 8,
1886 for $116.00. Sold in 1908 to Mrs. Eudora Johnson and torn down. In 1909 the present Knowles
house (on the church sire) wasbuilt. The present occupant in (1961) isGilbert H. Knowles.

Thefirst man buriedintheoldest graveyard Center Hill, wasWilliam Blazo. Hewas one of thefirst to come
and make asettlement in Epsom. Thiswasaconsiderabletimebeforeitsincorporation onMay 18, 1727.
Thefirst child bornin Epsom wasadaughter of Mr. and Mrs. McCoy, probably bornintheyear 1730. Her
mother | sabellaM cCoy was captured by the Indiansintheyear 1747 onAugust 21.[ Ed note: Charles

M cCoy was probably married more than once, and I sabellais probably not the mother of Mary McCoy].
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Thedaughter married aman by the name of Wood and lived to bevery old, asrecord about her ismadein
theyear 1823 said that at that date shewasin her 93 year, as near as could be ascertained.

OnAugust 21, 1747 therewas ablockhouse at Center Hill in Epsom. The blockhouse stood near the site of
themeetinghouse builtin 1764. It wasat or near thisblockhouse that the Indian lay concealed who
afterwards captured Mrs. McCoy onAugust 1, 1747. Intheyear 1750 Ephraim Berry was chosen tything
man in Epsom. What did they want of atythingman if therewasno church?[Ed note: heisinfact correct,
therewasameeting house, but no minister had yet been hired]

Intheearly yearsof its settlement, Epsom wasafrontier town; none of the adjoining townswere settled for
many yearsafterwards. It wasnearly thirty yearsbefore Chichester, Pittsfield or Barnstead were settled,
twenty yearsbefore Deerfield, Northwood wereincorporated and twenty-five years before Concord
received itspresent name. It was at Epsom that thefirst settlement in the Suncook Valley was made.
Atfirst thesettlersof Epsom built ablockhouse near the site of the M eetinghousethat wasbuiltin 1764.
Later Captain Andrew McClary built ahouse and surrounded it with ahigh wooden wall with aheavy well-
secured gate. To this place the people went when therewas danger from the Indians. (Thiswasat or near
thelargefarm now known asthe Lawrence Farm, 1960). It wasthe garrison at Nottingham (the younger
children of the M cCoy family werethere) that Mr. and Mrs. McCoy with their son John were hastening to
whenthethree Indians, Palusawa, Sabatisand Cristi captured Mrs. |sabellaMcCoy, thiswasAugust 21,
1747. The applesthat the Indiansgathered from the only tree bearing intown, by tradition, wasnear the
end of the” Griffin Road” at thefour corners. Aslate astheyear 1918 therewastheremainsof alarge
appletreestump inthefield of JohnW. Griffin, owner at that date. Mr. Griffintook meto the spot and said
that according to tradition thisisthe spot where the appl e tree stood and wasknown as* | sabella sApple
Tree.” Therewasasdlight mound at thelocation composed of decayed appletreewood. GH.Y. (1962)

ABOUT THE FIRST CHURCH IN EPSOM,NEW HAMPSHIRE
Taken from a sketch by Rev. R.A. Putnam with a short addition and other Church Records

Epsom was granted to TheodoreAtkinson and others, inhabitants of New Castle, Rye and Greenland, and
wasincorporated May 18, 1727. Thefirst meeting of the proprietorswas holden at theferry housein New
Castle, Nov. 20, 1727.

The concerns of thetown weretransacted by the proprietorsin meetingsholden at New Castleand
Portsmouth until 1750. The precisetimewhen thefirst settlement commenced cannot be ascertained: but
therewere, probably, several familiesin thetown sometime beforeitsincorporation.

Among thefirst settleswere CharlesMcCoy from Londonderry; William Blazo, aFrenchman; Andrew
McClary from Londonderry in Ireland; Samuel Blakeand oneWhitaker. Intheearly daysof thetownthe
inhabitantswerein great fear of theinvasionsof theIndians. During the summer season only themen
ventured to remainin the place and then asthey |abored they kept their armsby them. Inthewinter there
waslessdanger. At length ahouse was erected by Capt. Andrew McClary, made proof against the assault
of theIndians, being surrounded by ahigh wooden wall, entered by aheavy, well secured gate. Intothisthe
inhabitantsfled for refugeat night when apprehensive of danger. Inthe grant madeto the proprietors, early
provisionwasmadefor the establishment of religiousorder and theinstruction of therising generation. Two
of the conditionsof the charter were* that ahouse be built for the public worship of God within theterm of
six years’; and “that one hundred acres of land bereserved for aparsonage, one hundred acresfor thefirst
minister of the Gospel, and one hundred acresfor the benefit of aschool.” A period of thirty-four years
elapsed beforeaminister was settled. Rev. John Tuck wasordained intheyear 1761, and dismissedin
1774. Hedied while on hisway tojointherevol utionary army as Chaplin. Hewasason of Rev. John Tuck
of Gosport, and wasagraduate of Harvard University. No records of the church during Mr. Tuck’ sministry
can befound, but asnearly as can be ascertained from other sources, the number of the church at theclose
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of hisministry was about twenty. After Mr. Tuck’ sdismissal and after thelapse of fiveyears, Mr. Benjamin
Thurstonreceived acall by the church and town to settleastheir minister, but herefused their offers. In
1784 Rev. Ebenezer Hazeltinereceived acall and was ordained their pastor. Mr. Hazeltine hasborn at
Methuen, Mass Oct. 28, 1755, entered Dartmouth Collegein 1773; waslicensed to preach the gospel by
the Grafton Presbytery July 24, 1779; and was settled in thework of ministry in Epsom January 21, 1784.
Rev. Isaac Smith of Gilmanton, who preached hisfunera sermon, among other thingssaysof him*“Hewas
sound in hisfaith. The Biblewastheman of hiscounsdl. Hisdiscourseswere correct, substantial, instructive
and evangelica. Hewashimsdf abright example of those mora and religiousdutieswhich heincul cated on
others.” Hewas called from hislabors by death Nov. 10, 1813, inthe 59" year of hisageand 30" of his
minigry.

About oneyear after thedeath of Mr. Hazeltine, Rev. Jonathan Curtiswasinvited by the church to become
their pastor; but the town refused to concur. A religious soci ety wasthan organi zed and that concurredinthe
action of the church. Mr. Curtiswasordained Feb. 22, 1815. At his settlement the church consisted of
about 50 members. Inoneyear after thissix were added to the church; thenext year 11; and in 1817, 16
wereadded. About thistimethe attention of many inan unusual degree, was awakened by the spirit of God.
Much anxiety was manifested but nothing like enthusiasm or tumult wasexhibited. So extensvely werethe
Divineinfluences, experiencesthat in 1818 the church wasincreased by 47 additions; 29 at onetime
solemnly covenanting with God and hispeople.

For several yearsafter that revival moreor lesswere admitted to the church every year.

1825. Rev. Mr. Curtisclosed hispastora relationswith the Church January 1, 1825, having sustained that
relation nearly ten years. During theyear ending thefirst day of May 1826, Rev. A. Smithwasemployed as
stated supply, respecting whoselaborsthe Congregational Society passed avote of high commendation. In
theyear 1827 Rev. C. Burbank was employed to preach aportion of thetime. In October 1827, the
Church and society gave Rev. John M. Putnam acall to settlewith themin thegospel ministry. Thiscall he
accepted and wasinstalled November 1, the sameyear. Mr. Putnam was bornin Sutton, Mass., Feb. 26,
1794. At thetime of hissettlement the church consisted of about 110 members. During hisministry with
them 17 were added to the church.

1830. About thefirst of May 1830, hewasdismissed at hisown request having labored among them two
and onehalf years. Until thefirst of April 1831, the church waswithout regular preaching. Rev. Abel
Manning was then engaged asastated supply and continued with them two yearsand received 29 persons
into the church. The Church wasthen | eft destitutefor themost part of ayear. Inthe autumn of 1834 the
Deerfield Association held protracted meetingsin all the churchesembraced withintheir bounds. The
meetings commenced thefourth week inAugust at Deerfield and with the exception of theweek inwhich
the General Association of the State was hol den, continued week after week in the churchesaccording to
thelir vicinity with each other for eleven weeksand ended on the second week in November at Meredith
Bridge.

All these mestingswith scarcely an exception, were attended with delightful and powerful revivalsof
religion. Epsom had no minister; and it was doubted whether it were expedient to hold ameeting withinthe
town under such circumstances. But the Associ ation had not the heart to passthem by. The meeting was
holden and agloriousand blessed revival wastheresult. The church wasurged to employ aminister without
delay. They weresupplied by different personsamong whom were Dr. Harris of Dunbarton, Rev. Mr.
Shepherd and Rev. Preserved Smith, till February 8, 1835 when Rev. FrancisP. Smithwasemployed. He
continued with them nearly two years. Astheresult of the protracted meetingsand hislabors 34 were
admitted to the Church. January 1, 1837, Rev. Winthrop Fifield began to preach here.
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1837. The church and society gavehim acall and May 10, 1837 hewasordained astheir pastor. The
church now embraced 111 members. There were seasons during hispastorate when the Divineinfluence
wasmoreor lessfully manifest, and Christianswererevived and sinnersconverted. At onetimeMay 27,
1838, thirty people, oneonly by letter, united with thispeople. Mr. Fifield’ sministry continued nineyears
and ahaf during which 49 united with the church. In the spring of 1846 hewasregularly dismissed.

1846. On the 19" of September 1846, Rev. RufusA. Putnam commenced preaching hereand March 21,
1847 thechurch gave him acall to settlewith them astheir pastor, on which the Congregationa Society
concurred. Tothiscall hegave an affirmative answer. Hewasregularly installed May 5, 1847. At thistime
therewere 109 membersinthe church, 36 malesand 73 femal es. Hewasthe pastor of the church for five
years. During thistime six were added to the church. There had been but few additionsfor severa years. A
timeof dearth and spiritua soth had rested on the churches. At hisown request, Mr. Putham was dismissed
by an ecclesastical council, May 3, 1852. Hewasbornin Sutton, Mass, November 18, 1791 and
graduated at Harvard inthe classof 1822.

Duringtheyearsof 1852 and 1853 Rev. M.B. Angier and Rev. C.C. Durgin preached apart of thetimeto
thispeople. The Rev. RufusA. Putnam was again employed for oneyear, which closed August 1, 1854.
During thisyear seven united with the church; six by profession and oneby letter. Rev. E.H. Blanchard was
engaged as stated supply for one year, which closed thethird Sabbath in August 1855. Thisyear four were
added to the church; oneby profession and three by letter. The number of the church at thistimewas about
100 members.

1856. February 22, 1856, acall wasgiven Rev. J. Ballard to settle with them which he declined and the
Rev. CharlesWilley was engaged asastate supply. He remained about three years and was succeeded by
Rev. A.B. Peffers, who remained until 1866 and wasfollowed by Rev. George Smithfor threeyears. Rev.
Charles Peabody wasthe next preacher and hisstay wasbut threeyears. During thefollowing four years
therewasonly occasiona preaching, largely by studentsfrom the Theological Seminary.

1876. December 1, 1876, Rev. E.C. Cogswell of Northwood commenced preaching here Sundaysand
continued until June 1881. Six months of the summer of 1882 Rev. L.G Chase supplied the pul pit. About
thistimeremova sfrom thetown and deaths nearly depl eted the church membership.

Therewasfund of onethousand dollarsgiven by thewidow of ThomasD. Merrill, theinterest of whichisto
be used for the support of Congregational preachingin thetown of Epsom.



