


COLLECTIONR .
#histovical any Wiscellancous. . .

NOVEMBER, 1323,

Fhistorn any Topography.
HISTORICAL EKETCII OF EPSOM, N. H.

BY REV. JONATHAN CURTIS, A. M. i
A L
i

~ Srroamion.]—EPSOM, & post-town in the eounty of Mer-
rimack, in latitude 430 12’ north, lies 12 miles E. from Con-
cord. It is bounded N. by Piusfield, S. by Allenstown, B, _
by Deerfield and Northwood, and W. by "Chichester and o ¥
embroke, The town is 6 miles long, and 4 1-2 broad.— {:
It derives its name from a market town in the county of . !
Surry, England, about 16 miles from London. [
hqaurmnmn%:ﬂ‘rpmm was granted to Theodore Atkin- ¢
son and others, inhabitants of New-Castle, Rye, and Green- &
land, on the 18th of May, 1727, Theodore Atkinson, Joshua ad
Frost, and Capt. Samuel Wecks were authorized by the "
charter to call the first meeting of the pm;;;iutgra,whicg was |
holden at the ferry-house in New-Castle, Novg20, 1727. No e i
meeting was lw[ﬁm in_the town for the choice of town . W
officers, &e. till 1743, Previous to this time, and after- .
wards, till 1750, the concerns of the tawn were transacted :
by the proprictors at their meetings hotden at New-Castle
and Portsmouth. 1"
SerteemenT. |—There are no records to be found, which i
show the precise time when the first settlement was com- "
menced.  Bul it appears from various facts, that there was
a numbher of families in town a considerable time before its F.
incorporation. — |
Among the first, who began settlements in the town, were ' 'i
Charles M'Coy from Londonderry ; Willam Blago, a v
Frenchman ; Andrew M'Clary, fmn father of Gen, Michael ]
M'Clary, from Londonderry in Ireland ; one Whitaker, and ; A
Samuel Blake, generally called Sergeant Blake. -3
M'Coy built a house on the north side of what is now
called Sanborn’s hill ; and thence extended his farm by spot- 4 N
tivg the trees round upon the mountain, which will probably F
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322 Historical Sketch of Epsom.

always bear his name. A daughter of his, Mrs. Wood and
the Iﬂ-st child born in the town, is still living. She is now
as nearly as can be asceriained, in her 93d year. 5 nt
Blake commenced a seitlement not far from McCoy’s, on
land now owned by oue of his sons. He came into town at
the age of filteen, several years alter which ume, his father,
Licut. Bluke, also moved in. For some time after Sergeant
Blake came, locations for the best farms might be obtaincd
for little more than paying for the lubor of spotting the trees
round them. When he made his purchase, he obtained con-
siderably more than the farm now owned by Mr. Samuel
Blake, (probably more than 100 acres and near the centre
of the town,)} for ten shillings, and turned in his jack-knife for
one shilling of that sum. The only place he had for baking,
for several years, was an oven built upon a flat rock, whic
till lately lay by the road near Mr, Isanc Towle’s barn; but
is now split and bammered, and forms part of the underpin-
ning of lﬂe dwelling house of Samuel Peabody, Es.

Incunsions oF THE Inpians.}-In the early days of the town,
the inhabitants were kept in a state of almost continual alarm
by the incursions of the Indians. For a considerable time
after the settlement was commenced, only the men ventured
to remain in the place during the summer season ; and then
they must keep their arms by them, while they labored on
their lands. ring the winter, there was much less danger
from the Indians. Even long after the men had removed
their families inlo the place, so feeble was their defence
against the attacks of then savage neighbors, that, whenever
any immediate danger was apprehended, they either sent
their families awny, or fled with them to the garrizon at Note
tingham. At lrnf; a house was erected by Capt. Andrew
MeClary within the limits of the town, and near the present
residence of Mr. Joseph Lawrence, which was made proof
against the assaults of the Indians, being surrounded by a
high wooden wall, entered by a heavy, well secured gate,
Thither the inhabitants fled at night, whenever danger was
apprehended.

Carmivity oF Mis. McCov.}—The Indians were first at-
tracted to the new settlements in the town by discovering
McCoy at Suncook, now Pembroke. This, as nearly ascan
be ascertained, was in the year 1747. Reports were spread
of the depredations of the Tndians in various places; and
McCoy had heard that they had been seen lurking about the
woods at Penacook, now Concord, He went os far as Pem-
broke ; ascertained that they were in the vicinity ; was some-
where discovered by them, and followed home. They told
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his wife, whom they afterwards made prisoner, that they
looked through cracks around the house, and suw what they
had for supper that night. They however did not discover
themselves till the second day afier. They probahly
wished to take a little time to learn the strength and prepar-
ation of the inhabitants. The next day, Mrs. MeCoy, at-
tended by their two dogs, went down (o see if anﬁ of the
other families had returned from the garrison, She found
no one. On her return, as she was passing the block-house,
which stood near the present site of the mming]::nuse, the
dogs, which had Easied. round il, came running back growl-
ing and very much excited. Their appearance induced her
to make the best of her way home. The Indians aflerwards
told her that they then lay concealed there, and saw the
dogs, when they eame round. .
- McCoy, being now Flrﬂnfljf' suspicious that the Indians
were actually in the town, determined to set off the next day
with his family for the garrison at Nottingham. His family
now consisted of himself, his wife, and son John. The
ounger children were still at the garvison, They accord-
ly secured their house as well as they could, and all set
:ﬁ‘ne:t morning;—MeCoy and his son with their guns,
though without ammunition, having fired away what they
brought with them in hunting.

As they were travelling a little distance east of the place
where the meeting bouse now stands, Mrs, McCoy fell a lit-
tle in the rear of the others. This circumstance gave the
Indians a favorable opportunity, for separating her from her
hushand and son. The Indians, three men and a boy, lay
in ambush near the foot of Marden’s hill, not far from the
junction of the mountain read with the main road. Here
they suffered McCoy and his son to pass; but, as his wife

was passing them, they reached from the bushes, and took
~ hold of her, charging her to make no noise, and covering her

mouth with their hands, as she cried to her hushand for as-
sistance. Her hushand, hearing her cries, turned, and was
about coming to her relief. But he no sooner b-f‘gl:m to ad-
vance, than the Indians, expecting probably that he would
fire upon them, began to raise their pieces, which she push-
ed one side, and motioned to her friends to male their es
cape, knowing that their guns were not loaded, and that they
would doubtless be killed, if they approached. They ac-
cordingly ran into'the woods and made their escape to the
garrizon. This took place August 21, 1747,

The Indians then collected together what hooty they could
obtain, which consisted of an iron trammel, from Mr. George
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324 Historical Sketch of Epsom.

Wallace's ; the apples of the only tree which bore in town,
which was in the orchard now owned by Mr. David Griffin,
and some other trifling articles, and prepared to set off with
their prisoner for Canada.

Before they took their departure, they conveyed Mrs.
McCoy 1o a place near the little Suncook river, where they
left her in the care of the young Indian, while the three men,
whose names were afterwards nscertained 1o be Plausawa *
Sabatis and Christi, went away, and were for some Gme
absent,  During their absence, iln.'Mcﬂuy thought of at-
tempting to make her escape.  She saw opportunities, when
she thought she might dispatch the young Indian with the
trammel, which, with other things, was Ie& with them, and
thus perhaps avoid some strange and barbarous death, or a
long and distressing captivity, = But, on the other hand, she
knew not at what distance the others were, If she attempi-
ed to kill her young keeper, she might fail. 1f she effected
her purpose in this, she might be pursued and overtaken b
a cruel and revengeful foe, and then some dreadfal death
would be her certain portion, On the whole, she thought
best to endeavor to prepare her mind to bear what might be
no more, than a period of savage captivity. Soon, however,
the Indians returned, and put an end for the present to all
thoughts of escape. From the dircetion, in which they went
and returned, and from their smutty appearance, she sus.
pected what their business had been.  She told them ¢ she
guessed they had been burning her house,’ Plausawn, who
could speak some broken English, informed her they had.t

They now commenced their long and tedious Jjourney to
Canada, in which the poor captive might well expect that
great and complicated sulferings would be her lot. © She did
indeed find the journey fatiguing, and her fare scant and

precarious.  But, in her treatment from the Indians, she ex. :

perienced a very agreeable disappointment, The kind-
ness she received from them was far greater than she had
expected from those, who were so offen distinguished for
their cruelties. The apples they had gathered they saved
for her, giving her one every day, In this way, they lasted
her as far on the way as Ialge Champlain. They gave her
the last, as they were crossing that lake in their canoes,
This circumstance gave to the tree, on which the apples

* These were of the Armsaguntacook or St Franeis Tribe, Geo Del-
knap's Hist, N, H. Val. IL p. 278,

1 The writer has a pieca of the iren ware, which was melled down in
the burning of the house.

"I
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ew, the name of * fsabellPs tree,” her name being Isabella,
Fu— many ways did they appear desirous of mitigating the
distresses of their prisoner while on their tedious Jjourney.
When night came on, and they halted to repose themselves
in the dark wilderness, Plausawa, the head man, would
malke a litle. couch in the leaves a litde way from theirs,
cover her up with his own blanket; and there she was sul
fered (o sleep undisturbed till morning. When they came
o a river, which myst be forded, one of them would carry
hier over on his back. Nothing like ineult or indecency did
they ever offer her during the whole time she was with them.
They carried her to Canada, and sold her as 2 sepvant foa
French family, whence, at the close of thut war, she return-
ed home. But so comfortable was her condition there, and
her husband being & man of rather a rough and violent tom.
per; shie declared she never should have thought of attempt-
ing the journey home, were it not for the sake of her children,
After the capture of Mrs. McCoy, the Indinns frequently
visited the town, but never commiited any very great dep-
redations. The greatest damage they ever did to the prop-
erty of the inhabitants was the spoiling of all the ox-teams
in town, At the time referred to, there wore but four yoke
of oxeniin_the place, viz. McCoy’s Capt. McClary™, Gea.
Wallace’s, and Licut. Blake’s. It was a time of apprehen-
sion from the Indians ; and the inhabitants had therefore all
fled to the garrison at Nottingham. They left their oxen to
graze about the woods, with a bell upon one of them. The
ndians found them ; shol one out of each oke ; took out
their tongues, made a prize of the bell and’lefl them.

The ferocity and cruelty of the savages were donhtless
very much averted by a fidendly, conciliati ng course of con-
duct in the inhabitanis towards them. This was articular-
ly the case in the course pursued by Sergeant Blake. Rein
himself a curions marksman and an expert honter, traits o
character in their view of the highest order, he soon secured
their respect ; and, by a course of kind trentment, he speur-
ed their friendship to such a.degree, that, though they had
opportunities, they would rot injure him even in time of war,

The first he ever saw of them wns a company of them
making towards his house, through the opening from the top
of Sanborn’s hill. He fled to the woords, and there lay con-
cealed, till they bad made a thorough search abont his
house and enclosures, nnd had gone ul‘% The next timoe his
visitors came, he was constrained to become more acquainted
with them, and to treat them with more alention. As he
was busily engaged towards the close of (he day in corn-
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pleting a yard for his cow, the declining sun suddenly threw
. along several enormous shadows on the ground before him.
' He had no sooner turned to see the cause, than he found
himself in the company of a number of stately Indians.
f Seeing his perturbation, they patted him on the head, and
told him fnot to be afraid, for they wouid not hurt him,’
i They then went with him into his house; and their first
business was to scarch all his boitles to see if he had any
“oceapee,” Tum.  They then told him they were very hungry,
and wanted somethingto eat.  He happened to have a quar-
ter of a bear, which he gave them. They took it and threw
it whole upon the fire, and very soon began to cut and eat
from it half raw. While they were eating, he employed
himself in cutting pieces from it, and broiling upon a sti
for them, which pleased them very much,  After their re-
.past, they wished for the privilege of lying by his fire through
the night, which he granted.  The next morning, they pro-
posed lryinﬁrsskil'l with him in firing at a mark. To this he
acceded.  But in this, finding themselves outdone, they
were much astonished and chagrined; nevertheless the
| highly commended him for his skill, patting him on the head,
| and mlling him, *if he would go off with them, they would make
i him their big captam.’ They used often to call upon him, and
g his kindness to them they never forgot even in time of war.
Plausawa had a peculiar manner of doubling his lip, and
Krudncing a very shrill piercing whistle, whicl might be
eard a great distance. Al a time, when considerable dan-
r was apprehended from the Indians, Blake went off into
ts:c woods alone, though considered hazardous, to look for
his cow, that was missing. As he was passing along by
1 Sinclair's brook, an unfrequented place, n:m%mrl;r rom
I J' McCoy’s mountain ; a very loud sharp whistle, which he
knew to be Plausawn’s, suddenly passed throvgh his head like
a the report of a pistol. The sudden alarm almost raised him
. from the ground ; and, with a very light he soon reach-
! ed home without his cow. In more peacrable times, Plau-
X sawa asked him if he did not remember the time, and laugh-
ed very much to think how he ran at the fright, and told him
the reason for his whistling, * Young Indian,” said he, * put
up gun lo shoot Englishman. Me knock it down, and whistle
\ fo start you of "  So lasting is their friendship, when treated
well, ﬂ“ the close of the wars, the lodians built several
wigwams near the confluence of Wallaces brook with the
Great Suncook. Ona little island in this river, near the place
called * short falls,” one of them lived for considerable time.
' Plausawa and Sabatis were finally both killed in time of
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eace by one of the whites after a drunken quarrel and
Eurind near a certain brook in Boscawen.®
Mountairs.]—The surface of the town is generally uneven;
the land frequently rising into considerable hills.  Four of
the highest eminences have received the name of mountains.
MeCoy's, nam=d after Charles McCay, one of the first set-
tlers, lies about one mile and a half south from the centre of
the town. .
Fort Mounlain, probably so called from having an emin- .
ence near the summit, resembling a fort, lies about one mile |
further in a southeast direction, and is the highest of the four. 1
This is probably the highest land in the same parallel of 1
latitude Eerneeu the ocean and Merrimack river. From its: |
summit, in a clear ntmosphere, the ocean may be distinetly |
seen, though distant about thirlgamﬂ in a direct line, and ﬂ
for filteen or twenty miles, the beholder has a very full view !
of the surrounding country. |
Nat's Mountain is situated about hall a mile south of the I
last mentioned one. It was so named from the circumstance,
that Nathaniel, one of McCoy's children, who had been lost
in the woods while searching for the cows, was found upon
it. It is said he was absent several days, and subsisted dur-
ing that time upon berries; and that, when first discovered,
he was disposed to flee from those who came to his relief.
Notti Mountain, so named from its being crossed b
the ancient Nottingham, [now Deerfield] line, lies about ha
a mile easterly from Fort mountain. In this mountain, on
the Deerfield side, is said to be a small cave capable of con-
taining twenty or thirty persons at the same time.
Rivers,]—The Great and Little Suncook are the only
streams, which deserve the name of rivers. These seldom
fail to afford nbundant water for the various kinds of ma-
chinery, that are situated upon them. The Great Suncook
never fails ; though the other does in very dry seasons. The
Great Suncook enters the town from the north ; and, bending
its course south-westerly, unites with the Merrimack at Pem-
breke. The Little Soncook enters the town from the
east, a few rods below the pond of the same pame, from
which it runs ; and proceeding ina pretty direct course west-
ward near the centre of the town, unites with the river first
mentioned.
Powns.]—There are but three in the town, and these are '
9}21&". heir names are Chesnut, Round, and Odiorne's
ol

* Dalknap's Hist. N IL. Val, IL p, 289,

ik ) e

i P S e . A

[

—




B _.-_m i s s

328 Historical Sketch of Epsom.

Mingrarocy.]—Under this division may be mentioned the
following, viz: ' _

Qnari=. This occurs of the common kind, both amorphous
and erystallized. That vaviety called limpid quariz is not
unfrequent. 1t is sometimes found in beautiful prismatic six-
sided crystals, as transparent as the purest glass, and termi-
nated gencrally only at one end by ﬂil»&idelfpyramids. This
variely is frrquem:’y termed rock erystal. Dr. Croshy hasa
beautiful erystal of considerable size surrounded on all sides
by numerous smaller ones. Of ferruginous quartz, the
varieties yellom and red have been noticed with crystals
of the same form with those mentioned above.

Feld-par of the common kwnd, often occurs in large erystals
i a conrse grained granite, The crystals are either white
or tinged with yellow. The granular variety is sometimes
found, especially where the soil is moist.

Mica is very abundantly diffused among the rocks, and
often oceurs in large cr;amﬂ.

Schorl is very abundant. Two varieties have been ob-
sorved. 1. Common schorl. Its color is a shining black, and
the crystals often very large. 2. Tourmaline. This was
found “at the foot of Fort mountain, in long, finely striated,
prismatic crystals, slightly imbedded in a very coarserough

nite. The color, viewed in the direction of the axis of
tg;:: prism, is greenish blue; but at the edges of the crystal,
where it is translucent, it is green.

Garnets of a small size and pale red color, are often found
imbedded in the rocks.

Iron, in the form of brown exide, 15 found in small t%uanl.i.-
tics. Sulphurel of iron appears o have entered largely into
the composition of many of the rocks; but it is most fre-
quently noticed in its decomposed state, forming sulphate af
ran, Or MPFH"{H-‘.

Lead, 1t is said that the Indians, in one of their visits at
Sergeant Blake’s, requested him to give them some lead for
making balls, He told them he had no lead but he had a
mould for running balls. They went away ; and, after a
shart time, returned with a quantity of ore, from which they
extracted cansiderable lead. They appeared generally to
have lead in abundance, and Sergeant Blake frequently after-
wards purchased it of them. They would never tell the
particular place where they obtained the ore. They said
they got it in Wallace’s brook, near which they had several
wigwams. This brook rises in McCoy’s mountain, and runs
northwesterly into the Great Suncook. Col. Prescott once
fuu?{d a small quantity of lead ore in, or near the Great Sun-
coak.
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Silver.  Some of the aged people relate, that, afler a great
[freshet, a quantity of silver, of which a spoon was made,
was found by one Simonds in a small stream, called Deer
brook, which issues from the south side of Iort mountain,

It is not known that any has been found since.

Waren Mmﬂm:ur.]y—'!‘he hilly surface ol the town, and
numerous streams, render it very favorable for that kind of
machinery, which requires the power of water. Within the
limits of the town, are eight grist mills with twelve runs of
stones ; ten saw-mills ; three carding machines; three cloth-
iers’ shops ; and four bark mills.

Taverns and Stores.]—There are within the limits of the
town, six taverns, and as many stores, at eaeh of which
there is more or less of such business transacted as is com-
- monly connected with similar establishments,

Disrases axp Monrtaurry.]—The discases of (he inhabi-
tants have genmllry been such, as might be expected 1o he
incident to particular ages and circumstances. 1 do not
learn from any physician, who has ever practised in the
town, that a discase which might prnjl:_u]jr be ealled epidem-
ic, has ever made its appearance. ‘The lown had been set-

i tled 30 years, before a father of a family died. T'he first
. man buried in the oldest grave yard, (that by the mectin

house) was William Blazo. The whole number of deat]g];

during Mr. Haseltine’s ministry of 30 years, was 206,making

an average of 9 1-2 annually. The average number for 8

years past, is 16 3-8, The whole number of deaths during

“that period is 131. The present population is 1336. A

person died a few years since, Mrs, Elizabeth Pitman, whose

age lacked but a few days of 100 years.  Hon, John M

l ary, who had filled the office of town clerk, re ntalive
and senator, wan instantly killed Dec. 13, 1821, y the fall-
ing timbers, while assisting in the raising of a frame.

%mmnu.]n-f]"he town is divided into seven school districts,
in which about 500 dollars are annually expended.
ibrary.}—There is a social library in town, consisting of
about 100 volumes of books pretty judiciously selected ;
though not containing the writings of any very late authors
or any of those useful periodical publieations upon religion,
agriculture, &c., which are very desirable for such associa-
tions.
[The ccclesiastical history of Epsom will be found in the

- *Memoranda relating to Churches, &c. in New-Hampshire,!

now publishing in the Collections.—Ep.] 3
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S| TUATI ON

Epsom a post-town in the county of Merrimack, in latitude 43
degrees 12 rain. North, lies 12 mles East from Concord. It is
bounded North by Pittsfield, South by Allenstown, East by Deerfield
and Northwood, and Wst by Chichester and Penbroke. The town is 6
mles long and 4 1/2 broad. It derives its nane froma narket town
in the county of Surry, England, about 16 mles from London.

| NCCRPCRATED

Epsom was granted to Theodore Atkinson and other inhabitants
of New Castle, Rye, and G eenland, on the 18th of May 1727.
Theodor e At ki nson, Joshua Frost, and Captain Sanuel Weks were
aut hori zed by the charter to call the first neeting of the
proprietors, which was holden at the ferry-house in New Castl e,
Novenber 20, 1727. No neeting was holden in the town for the
choice of town officers, etc., til 1743. Previous to this tineg,
and afterwards, till 1750, the concerns of the town were transacted
by the proprietors at the neetings hol den at New Castle and
Por t snout h.

SETTLEMENT

There are no records to be found, which showthe precise tine
when the first settlenment was commenced. But it appears from
various facts, that there was a nunber of famlies in town a
considerabl e tine before its incorporation.

Among the first, who began settlenment in the town were Charl es
M Coy fromLondonderry; WIIiamBl azo, a Frenchman; Andrew M d ary,
grandf at her of General M chael Mdary, fromLondonderry in
:Blr ell< and; one Wi taker, and Sanuel Bl ake, generally cal | ed Sergeant
ake.

M Coy built a house on the North side of what is nowcalled
Sanborn’s hill; and thence extended his farmby spotting the trees
round upon t he nountain, which will probably al ways bear hi s nane.
A daughter of his, Ms. Wod, the first child borninthe tow, is
still living. Sheis nowas nearly as can be ascertained, in her
93d year. rgeant Bl ake commenced a settl ement not far from
McCoy’ s | and now owned by one of his sons. He caminto town at the
age of fifteen, several years after which tine, his father,

Li eutenant Bl ake, al so noved in. For sone tine after Sergeant

Bl ake cane, | ocations for the best farns m ght be obtai ned for
little nore than paying for the | abor of spotting the trees around
them Wen he nade hi s purchase, he obtai ned consi derably nore



t han the farmnow owned by M. Sanuel Bl ake, (probably nore than
100 acres for ten shillings, and turned in his jackknife for one
shilling of that sum The only place he had for baking, for

sever al %ears was an oven built upon a flat rock which till lately
| ay by the road near M. |saac Towl e’ s barn; but is nowsplit and
hamer ed, and forns part of the underpinning of the dwelliIng house
of Samuel Peabody, Esq.

I NCURSI ONS OF THE | NDI ANS

In the early days of the town, the inhabitants were kept in a
state of al nost continual alarmby the i ncursions of the | ndians.
For a considerable tine after the settl enent was commenced, only
the nen ventured to remain in the place during the summer season:
and t hen t hey nust keeﬁ their arns by them while they | abored on
their lands. During the winter, there was nmuch | ess danger from
the I ndians. Even |long after the nen had renoved their famlies
into the place, so feeble was their defense agai nst the attacks of
t hei r savage nei ghbors, that when ever any i medi at e danger was
apprehended, they either sent their famlies away or fled with them
tothe garrison at Notti ngham At |ength a house was erected by
Captain Andrew M ary within the limts of the town, and near the
present residence of M. Joseph Law ence; whi ch was nade pr oof
agai nst the assaults of the Indians, being surrounded by a high
wooden wal | , entered by a heavy, well secured gate. Thither the
I nhabi tants fl ed at ni ght, whenever danger was appr ehended.

CAPTIMITY OF MRS. MOCOY

The Indians were first attracted to the newsettlenents in the
town by di scovering McCoy at Suncook, now Penbroke. This, as
nearly as can be ascertalined, was in the year 1747. Reports were
spread of the depredations of the Indians in various places; and
McCoy had heard that they had been seen | urki ng about the woods at
Penacook, now Concord. He went as far as Penbroke; ascertai ned
that they were in the vicinity; was somewhere di scovered by them
and fol | oned hone. Thei told his wife, whomthey afterwards nade
prisoner, that they | ooked t hrough cracks around t he house, and saw
what they had for supper that night. They however did not discover
thensel ves till the second day afterwards. They probably w shed to
take alittletime to learn the strength and preparation of the
I nhabi tants. The next day Ms. MCoy, attended by their two dogs,
went down to see if any of the other famlies had returned fromthe
garrlson. She found no one. On her return, as she was passing the

| ock- house, which stood near the present site of the neeting
house, the dogs, which had passed around it, cane runni ng back
grow i ng and very nuch excited. Their appearance i nduced her to
make t he best of her way honme. The Indians afterwards told her
t hat ghey then | ay conceal ed there and saw t he dogs when t hey cane
ar ound.

McCoy, bei ng now strongly suspicious that the | ndi ans were
actyally In town, determned to set off the next day with his
famly for the garrison at Nottingham H s fam |y now consi sted of



hi nsel f, his wife and son John. The younger children were still at
the garrison. They accordingly secured their house as well as they
could, and all set off next nmorning: -MCoy and his son with their
%uns, t hough wi t hout amuni tion, having fired away what they

rought with themin hunting.

As they were travelling alittle distance East of the pl ace
wher e t he neeti ng house now stands, Ms. MCoy fell alittle inthe
rear of the others. This circunstance gave the Indians a favorable
opportunity for separating her fromher husband and son. The
| ndi ans, three nen and a boy, lay in anbush near the foot of
Marden’s hill, not far fromthe junction of the nmountain road with
the main road. Here they suffered McCoy and son to pass; but as
his wi fe was passing themthey reached fromthe bushes, and t ook
hol d of her, chargi ng her to nmake no noi se, and coveri ng her nouth
with their hands, as she cried to her husband for assistance. Her
husband, hearing her cries, turned, and was bout com ng to her
relief. But he no sooner began to advance, than the | ndi ans,
expecting probably that he would fire upon them began to raise
their pi eces, which she pushed one side, and notioned to her
friends to nmake their escape, know ng t hat they woul d doubt| ess be
killed if they approached. They accordingly ran into the woods and
ngg their escape to the garrison. This took place August 21,

The | ndi ans col | ect ed t oget her what booty they coul d obt ai n,
whi ch consisted of aniron tramel, fromM. CGeorge Wil l ace’s; the
appl es of the only tree which bore in town, which was in the
orchard now owned by M. David Giffin, and sone ot her trifIing
articles, and prepared to set off with their prisoner for Canada.

Bef ore they took their departure, they conveyed Ms. MCoy to
a place near the little Suncook river, where they left her inthe
care of the young Indian, while the three nmen, whose nanes were
afterwards ascertained to be Plausawa (1), Sabatis and Christi, went
away, and were for sone tine absent. During their absence, Ms.
MQoy t hought of attenpting to nmake her escape. She sawopportunities,
when she thought she m ght despatch the young Indian with the
trummel, which, with other things was left with them and thus
per haps avoid sone strange and barbarous death, or a |ong and
di stressing captivity. But, on the other hand, she knewnot at what
distance the others were. |If she attenpted to kill her young
keeper, she mght fail. |If she effected her purpose in this, she
m ght be pursued and overtaken by a cruel and revengeful foe, and
then sone dreadful death would be her certain portion. On the
whol e, she t hought best to endeavor to prepare her mnd t o bear what
m ght be no nore , than a period of savage captivity. Soon, however
the I ndians returned, and put an end for the present to all thoughts
of escape. Fromthe direction in whichthey went and returned, and
fromtheir snutty appearance, she suspected what t heir busi ness had
been. She tol d them*®she guessed t hey had been burni ng her house.”
Elgusama, who coul d speak sone broken English, informed her they

ad.

They now comrenced their | ong and tedi ous j ourney to Canada, in
whi ch t he poor captive mght well expect that great and conpli cated
suffering would be her |ot. She did indeed find the journey



fatiguing and her fare scant and precarious. But, in her treatnent
fromthe | ndi ans, she experi enced a vary agr eeabl e di sappoi nt nent .
The ki ndness she received fromthemwas far greater then she had
expected from those who were so often distinguished for their
cruelties. The appl es t hey had gat hered t hey saved for her, giving
her one every day. Inthis way they | asted her as far on the way as
Lake Chanpl ain. They gave her the | ast, as they were crossing t hat
| ake in their canoes. This circunstance gave to the tree on which
the apples grew the nane of “lsabella s tree,” her nane being
| sabel la. In nmany ways di d t hey appear desirous of mtigatingthe
di stresses of their prisoner while on their tedious journey. Wen
ni ght canme on, and they halted to repose thenselves in the dark
w | der ness, Pl ausawa, the head man woul d make a little couchin the
| eaves a little way fromtheirs, cover her up with his own bl anket ;
and there she was suffered to sl eep undi sturbed till norning. Wen
they cane to a river, which nust be forded, one of themwould carry
her over on his back. Nothing like insult or i ndecency did they ever
of fer her during the whole tine she was with them. They carried her
to Canada, and sol d her as a servant to a French fam |y, whence, at
the cl ose of that war, she returned hone. But so confortabl e was her
condition there, and her husband bei ng a nan of rather a rough and
violent tenper, she declared she never should have thought of
ahhigpting the journey honme, were it not for the sake of her
chi | dren.

After the caBture of Ms. MCoy, the Indians frequently
visited the town but never commtted any very great depredati ons.
The %reatest dana%e they ever did to the property of the
I nhabi tants was the spoiling of all the ox-teans in town. At the
time referred to, there were but four yoke of oxen in the pl ace,
viz. MCoy’'s, Captain Md ary’s, George Wal | ace’ s, and Li eut enant
Blake’'s. It was a tine of apprehension fromthe I ndians; and t he
I nhabi tants had therefore all fled to the garrison at Notti ngham
They | eft their oxen to graze about the woods, with a bell upon one
of them The Indians found them shot one out of each yoke; took
out their tongues, nade prize of the bell and |l eft them

The ferocity and cruelty of the savages were doubt| ess ver
much averted by a friendly, conciliating course of conduct in the
I nhabi tants towards them This was particularly the case inthe
cour se pursued by Sergeant Bl ake. Being hinself a curious marksnan
and an expert hunter, traits of character in their viewof the
hi ghest order, he soon secured their respect; and, by a course of
kind treatnent, he secured their friendship to such a degree, that
thoughfthey had opportunities, they would not injure himeven in
time of war.

The first he ever saw of themwas a conpany of them naki ng

t owar ds hi s house, through the opening fromthe top of Sanborn’s
hill. He fled to the woods and there | ay conceal ed, till they had
made a t hor ough search about hi s house and encl osures, and had gone
off. The next tinme his visitors canme he was constrai ned to becone
nore acquai nted with themand to treat themw th nore attenti on.

As he was busily engaged towards the cl ose of the day in conpletin
a yard for his cow, the declining sun suddenly threw a | ong severa
enor nous shadows on the ground before him He had no sooner turned
to see the cause, than he found hinself in the conpany of a nunber



of stately Indians. Seeing his perturbation, they patted hi mon
the head and told him“not to be afraid, for they woul d not hurt
him” They then went with himinto his house; and their first

busi ness was to search all his bottles to see if he had any
“occapee,” rum They then told hi mthey were very hungry, and

want ed sonething to eat. He happened to have a quarter of a bear
whi ch he gave them They took it and threwit whol e upon the fire,
and very soon began to cut and eat fromit half raw. Wile they
were eating, he enployed hinself in cutting pieces fromit and

broi ling upon a stick for them which pleased themvery nuch. After
their repast, they wi shed for the privilege of lying by his fire

t hrough the night, which he granted. The next norning, they
proposed trying skill with himin firing at a mark. To his he
acceded. But in this, finding thensel ves outdone, they were nmuch
ast oni shed and chagri ned; neverthel ess t hey hi ghl y comrended hi m
for his skill, patting himon the head and telling him“if he woul d
go off with them they would make hi mtheir big captain.” They
used often to call upon him and his kindness to themthey never
forgot evenin tinme of war.

Pl ausawa had a pecul i ar manner of doubling his Iip and
produci ng a very shrill piercing whistle, which mght be heard a
reat di stance. At a time when consi derabl e danger was appr ehended
romt he I ndi ans, Bl ake went off into the woods al one, though
consi der ed hazardous, to | ook for his cowthat was m ssing. As he
was paSS|n? al ong by Sinclair’s brook, an unfreguented pl ace,
northerly fromMCoy’ s nountain; a very | oud sharp whistle, which
he knew to be Pl ausawa’ s suddenly passed t hrough his head |i ke the
report of a pistol. The sudden al armal nost rai sed hi mfromthe
%round; and, with a very light step, he soon reached hone w t hout
is cow |n nore peaceabl e tines, Plausawa asked himif he did not
remenber the tinme, and | aughed very nuch to think how he ran at the
fright, and told hi mthe reason for his whistling. “Young Indian,”
said he, “put up gun to shoot Englishman. M knock it down, and
whistleto start you off.” So lasting is their friendship, when
treated well. At the close of the wars the Indians built several
wi gwans near the confl uence of Wal | ace’ s brook with the G eat
Suncook. Onalittleisland inthis river, near the place called
“Short Falls,” one of themlived for considerable tine. Plausanwa
and Sabatis were finally both killed in tinme of peace by one of the
ggites after a drunken quarrel and buried near a certain brook in
scawen.

MOUNTAI NS

The surface of the town is generally uneven; the | and
freguently rising into considerable hills. Four of the highest
em nences have recei ved t he nane of nount ai ns.

MCoy’ s, naned after Charl es McCoy, one of the first settlers,
| i es about one mle and a half South fromthe center of the town.

Fort Mountain, probably so called fromhavi ng an em nence near
the summt, resenbling a fort, |ies about one mle further in a



Sout hwest direction, and is the highest of the four. Thisis
probabl y the highest land in the same parallel of |atitude between
t he ocean and Merrimack river. Fromits sunmt, in a clear

at nosphere, the ocean may be distinctly seen, though di stant about
thirty mlesinadirect line, and for fifteen or twenty mles, the
behol der has a very full viewof the surroundi ng country.

Nat’ s nountain, is situated about half a mle South of the
| ast nentioned one. |t was so naned fromthe circunstance, that
Nat hani el , one of McCoy’s children, who had been [ ost in the woods
whi | e searching for the cows, was found uponit. It is said he was
absent several days, and subsisted during that tine uPon berri es;
and that, when first di scovered, he was di sposed to flee fromthose
who cane to his relief.

Not t i ngham nountai n, so naned fromits being crossed by the
anci ent Nottingham (now Deerfield) line, Iies about half a mle
easterly fromFort nountain. In this nmountain, on the Deerfield
side, is said to be a snmall cave capabl e of containing twenty or
thirty persons at the sane tine.

R VERS

The Great and Littl e Suncook are the only streans, which
deserve the nane of rivers. These seldomfail to afford abundant
wat er for the various kinds of nmachi nery that situated upon them
The Great Suncook never fails; though the other does in very dry
seasons. The Great Suncook enters the town fromthe North; and,
bendi ng its course Sout h-westerly, unites with the Merri mack at
Penbroke. The Little Suncook enters the town fromthe East, a few
rods bel ow the pond of the sanme nane, fromwhich it runs; and
proceeding in a pretty direct course Wst-ward near the center of
the town, unites with the river first nmentioned.

PONDS

There are but three in the town, and these are snall. Their
names are Chestnut, Round and Cdi orne’ s pond.

M NERALOGY

Under this division may be nentioned the foll ow ng, viz:

Quartz: This occurs of the common ki nd, both anor phous and
crystallized. That variety called linpidquartz is not infrequent.
It is sonmetines found in beautiful prismatic six-sided crystals as
transparent as the purest gl ass, and term nated general ly only at
one end by si x-sided pyramds, this variety is frequently terned
rock crystal. Dr. Orosby has a beautiful crystal of considerable
si ze surrounded on all sides by nunerous snal | er ones.



~ O ferruginous quarts, the varieties yell owand red have been
noticed with crystals of the sanme formw th those nenti oned above.

Fel dspar of the common kind, often occurs inlarge crystals in
a course-grained granite. The crystals are either white or tinged
with yellow The granular variety is sonetines found, especially
where the soil is noist.

Mca is very abundantly diffused anong the rocks, and often
occursinlarge crystals.

Schorl is very abundant. Two varieties have been observed. 1,
common schorl. Its color is a shining black, and the crystals
often very large: 2, Tourmaline. This was found at the foot of
Fort mountain, inlong, finely striated prisnmatic crystals,
slightly inbedded in a very coarse, rough granite. The color,
viewed inthe direction of the axis of the prism is greenish bl ue;
but at the edges of the crystal, where it is translucent, it is
gr een.

Garnets of a snmall size and pale red color, are often found
| nbedded i n t he rocks.

Ironin the formof brown oxide, is found in snall quantities.
Sul phurate of iron apPears to have entered largely into the
conposi tion of many of the rocks; but it is nost frequently noticed
inits deconposed state, form ng sul phate of iron, or copperas.

Lead. It is saidthat the Indians, in one of their visits at
Sergeant Bl ake’'s , requested himto gi ve themsone | ead for nmaki ng
balls. He told themhe had no | ead but he had a nmoul d for running
balls. They went away, and after a short tine returned with a
guantity of ore, fromwhich they extracted consi derabl e of | ead.
They appear ed ?enerally to have | ead i n abundance, and Ser geant
Bl ake frequently afterwards purchased it of them They woul d never
tell the particul ar pl ace where they obtai ned the ore. They said
they got It in Wllace s brook, near whi ch they had several
wi gwans. This brook rises in McCoy’ s nountain and runs
North-westerly into the G eat Suncook. Col. Prescott once found a
smal | quantity of lead ore in, or near the G eat Suncook.

Silver. Sone of the aged people relate that after a great
freshet, a quantity of silver, of which a spoon was nade, was found
by one Sinonds in a small stream call ed Deer brook, which issues
fromthe South side of Fort nountain. It is not known that any has
been found si nce.

WATER MACHI NERY

The hilly surface of the town, and nunerous streans, rendered
It very favorabl e for that kind of machi nery which requires the
power of water. Wthinthe limts of the town are ei ght gri st
mlls withtwelve runs of stones; ten sawmlls; three carding
machi nes; three clothiers’ shops; and four bark mlls.



TAVERNS AND STCRES

There are withinthe limts of the town, six taverns and as
many stores, at which there is nore or | ess of such business
transacted as i s commonly connected with simlar establishnents.

DI SEASE AND MORTALI TY

The di sease of the i nhabitants have general | y been such as
m ght be expected to be i ncident to particul ar ages and
circunstances. | do not |earn fromany physician who has ever
practiced in the town, that a di sease whi ch m ght properIK be
cal | ed epi dem c, has ever nade its appearance. The town had been
settled 30 Kears before a father of afamly died. The first man
buried in the oldestwgrave yard, (that by the neeting- house) was
WIliamBl azo. The whol e nunber of deaths during M. Haseltine' s
mni stry of 30 years, was 286, naking an average of 9 1/2 annual |l y.
Aver age nunber for 3 years past is 16 3/8. The whol e nunber of
deat hs during that period is 131. The present popul ation is 1336.
A person died a fewyear since, Ms. ElIzabeth Pitnman, whose age
| acked but a fem1da¥s of 100 years. Hon. John Mcd ary, who had
filled the office of town clerk, representative and senator, was
instantly killed Decenber 13, 1821, by the falling tinber, while
assisting inthe raising of afrane.

SCHOOLS

The town i s divided i nto seven school districts, in which
about 500 dol | ars are annual | y expended.

Library. There is a social library in town, consisting of
about 100 vol unes of books pretty judiciously sel ected; though not
containing the witings of any very | ate authors or any of these
useful periodical publications uponreligion, agriculture, etc.,
whi ch are very desirabl e for such associ ati ons.

Eccl esi astical Summary. Early provision was nmade for the
establ i shment of religious order, and the instruction of the rising
eneration. Two of the conditions of the charter were, “That a
ouse be built for the public worship of God within the termof six

years:” and, “That one hundred acres of |and be reserved for a
par sonage, one hundred acres for the first mnister of the Cospel,
and one hundred for the benefit of the school.” A period of 34
years el apsed before a mnister was settled. Rev. John Tucke was
ordai ned in the year 1761, and dismssed in 1774, He died while on
his way to join the revolutionary arny as chaplain. He was a son
of Rev. John Tucke, of Cosport, a faithful and much respected

m ni ster of the CGospel, and was a graduate of Harvard University.
| can find no records of the church during M. Tucke’s mnistry;
but the nunber of the church at the close of his mnistry, as
nearly as | can ascertain fromthe aged nenbers, was about twenty.



~ Five years after the dismssion of M. Tucke, (in 1779,) M.
Benj am n Thurston received a call by the church and town to settle
as their mnister; but he sawfit to answer their call in the

negat i ve.

The peopl e remai ned destitute of the stated ordi nances of the
Cospel till the year 1784. This year Rev. Ebenezer Hasel ti ne was
ordai ned their pastor by vote of the church and town. The
following menoir of M. Haseltine |l findin a note subjoinedtothe
sernon preached at his funeral by the late Rev. |saac Smth of
G lmanton. M. Smth says of him “He did not run before he was
sent, as is the case with too many of all denom nations; but waited
till he got satisfactionin his own mnd, of his gracious state;
and cane into the mnistry by the regul ar door, wth proper
credentials. M. Haseltine was born at Methuen, in Massachusetts,
Qct ober 28, 1755, entered Dartnouth College in 1773, was exam ned
with respect to his qualifications for the Cospel mnister, by the
G afton Presbytery; was approved and took |icence to preach, July
24, 1779 and was settled in the work of the mnistry at Epsom
January 21, 1784. The follow ng sketch of the experinental and
religious exercises of mnd, which he did previous to his nmaking a
public profession, | had, (said M. Smth,s) fromone of his
Intermt friends. He observes, that in free conversation, M.
Hasel ti ne gave himthe foll owi ng rel ati on:

“That he had been under serious inpressions, at tines fromhis
yout h; but he had no abi ding or effectual convictions until he was
a nenber of the college. At that tine he was under a very powerful
| mpressi on which he ternmed a | aw work, and believed that he then
experi enced regenerati ng grace. He spake of the deep and sol emm
sense he had of the entire depravity of the human heart, his utter
dependence on the n"ercg of God for salvation, and his only hope
being in and through the nerit of the Lord Jesus Christ. That his
evi dences of a change of heart, which he consi dered essential to
future happi ness, were so clear that he was i nduce to nmake an open
prof ession of religion and joined the church at Hanover. By this
It appears that M. Haseltine viewed satisfactory evidence of the
new birth, as essentially necessary in order to church nenbership,
or the work of the mnistry.” M. Smth, who was one of his
contenporaries, and often a conpanion with himin the | abors and
duties of the Gospel, further says of him “He was sound in the
faith; a thorough Calvinist insentinment. He distinguished clearly
the doctrines of grace fromthose errors which prevail in the
present day, and sol enmly warned t he peopl e agai nst them The
Bi bl e was the man of his counsel; he drew his sernons fromt hat
pure source of Divine truth. H s discourses were correct,
substantial, instructive and evangelical, calculated to edify,
strengt hen and confort the real ristian, and at the sanme tine to
det ect and expose the hol | ow hearted, hypocritical professor, and
| ay before himthe danger and certainty of his perishing in that
state; al so to awaken the carel ess and secure sinner, to a sense of
his sin and msery, and to point out to hi mthe necessity of
i mredi at e repentance and faith in the bl ood of Christ as the only
way of escape fromthe wath to cone.”

But a fewextracts fromhis sernons may show nore clearly the
manner in which he viewed and exhi bited the doctrines of the



gospel . The follow ng extract is fromone of his manuscri pt
sernons fromthe text, “He that believeth on the Son hath
everlasting life.” *“Upon man's apostacy fromGod, he lost his
Maker’ s i mage and i ncurred his righteous di spl easure, and becane an
eneny to his Maker, who is the Lord of hosts. The carnal mnd is
said to be “enmty agai nst God, and i s not subject to the | aw of
Cod, neither indeed can be. So then says the apostle, they that
are inthe fl esh cannot please God.” This carnality of mnd
appears i n pride and haughti ness of spirit, and oppositionto the
Cod-exal ting and creat ur e-abasi ng doctrines of the | aw and gospel,
whi ch nmust be pul | ed down, before persons will see and be convi nced
of their deplorable situation by nature, and t he necessity of
believing in a Savior provided tor their relief.” Further on he
says, “They (the unbelieving Jews) took hinwéChrist) to be a nere
man only. They woul d not believe that he had the divinity
conjoined with his humanity. A belief that there was and i s such a
Berson I s absol utely necessary, and w thout such a belief, we can

y no nmeans be said to believe on the Son. But, 2dly, (says he)
bel i eving on the Son pre-supposes a true sense of our need and
necessities, and al so a sense of his suitabl eness to our wants.

But, (he adds) 3dly, believing on Christ inplies such a faith as
makes application of his righteousness to us for justification.”

H s views respecting the | eadi ng doctrines of the Bible may be
still nore extensively seen froman extract fromthe printed sernon
preached by himat the ordination of Rev. David L. Mrril of
Cof fstown. “The wi cked heart, (he observes) will bear very well,
to hear that human nature is partially depraved -that the ol d nman
want s some pat chi ng up -that man cannot guite save hinself -that
the prai se for salvation shall be divided between Chri st and t he
sinner, and perhaps, that Christ shall have the greater part. The
corrupt hear can very well bear to hear, that God is a Being,
exal t ed somewhat above man; and, perhaps, that he knows past,

resent and future events. -But the total noral depravity of the

uman heart; its total oppositionto Cod; it being entirely
destitute of holy, noral exercise; that the carnal mndis enmty
agai nst God; is not subject to his |aw, neither indeed can be ; so
then they that are in the fl esh cannot pl ease God; that mankind are
naturally in a stat of spiritual dath, dead in trespasses and sin;
that God is a universal Sovereign, infinitein every perfection and
I ncapabl e of an i ncrease or decrease of know edge, or any ot her
perfection, whose plan was laid frometernity; that all the wheels
of Divine Providence are noving on in exact regularity and order,
for the acconﬁlishnent of that perfect eternal plan; that he
worketh all things after the counsel of his own will; that all
events wll termnate in his ow glory, or in the clearest way
possi bl e, display his own nost %:orious perfections; the doctrine
of personal eternal election; the doctrine of the D vine decrees;
t he absol ute necessity of regeneration, and that thisis effected
by the special operations of the Divine spirit on the mnd of
sinners; that the tree nust be made good before the fruit can be
good - are inportant truths, revealed in the Bible, which are
calculated to afford pain to wi cked hearts, because unregenerate
per sons are opposed to them These doctrines are so evidently and
plainly exhibited in the sacred pages, and i f we di sbelieve t hem

we di shelieve the Bible.”Such were his views of the doctrines of
Bi bl e.



But while he fromtime to tinme, exhibited in his discourses
the great | eading truths conprised in the foregoing extracts; stil
t hese were not dwelt upon to the exclusion of the nore practi cal
duties of religion. Upon these he frequently and strongly
i nsisted. Nor was his own exanpl e wanting to give themi nportance
and attractiveness. M. Smth says of him in the sernon above
referred to, “He not only preached sound doctrine, but insisted on
t he necessity of experinental and practical religion, as essenti al
inthe Christian character; and was hinsel f a bright exanpl e of
those noral and religious duties he incul cated upon others. He was
a man of great nodesty and diffidence, unassumng in his carri age
anmong hi s own peopl e and others; a man of strict integrity and
uprightness in all his dealings; a man of a quiet spirit; a
pronot er of peace and | ove anong all; a man of hospitality and
charity so far as his ability permtted; kind and friendlg to al
manki nd; and i nconsequence of his virtues, was respected by all his
aCﬁPaintance.” Such is the character gi ven hi mby one who knew hi m
we

Two of his sernons were printed; the one above nenti oned at
the ordination of M. Mrril, and a sernon addressed to you peopl e.
During his mnistry, 87 were added to the church; and 363 recei ved
t he ordi nance of baptism

He was call ed fromhis | abors by death, Novenber 10, 1813, in
the 59th year of his age, and 30th of his mnistry.

About one year after the death of M. Haseltine, the church
invited Rev. Jonathan Curtis to take the pastoral charge of them
Inthis, the town refused to concur. Areligious society was then
formed, who expressed their concurrence with the church. Rev.
Jonat han CQurtis, the present mnister, having nmani fested his
acceptance to their call, was accordi ngly ordai ned February 22,
1815. At his settlenment the church consi sted of 50 nenbers. During
the first Kear after this 6 were added to the comruni on of the
church. The next year 11 nore were added. |n 1817, 16 were added.
About this tine, God sawfit to awaken, in an unusual degree, the
attention of many. Mich anxi ety was nani fested t o under st and what
the Bible requires, and to be where Christians prayed. Not hi ng,
however, |ike enthusiasm or tumult was exhibited by those who felt
interested in divine things. But the general operations of God' s
Spirit, were to showthe creature, by the [ight of the sacred word,
his sin and danger; to point himto Christ the only deliverer; and
to di spose him huanK, cordially, and than fully to receive him
So extensively were the divine influences experienced (as we nmay
hope i n nost i nstances) that the next year, 1818, the church was
I ncreased by 47. There were 29 at the sane tine solennlz
covenanting with God and his people. Every year since that
revival, there has been sone additi ons, thought sone years the
nunber has been small. The whol e nunber added to the church since
1815 is 97. The whol e nunber of nenbers at the present tineis
115. Since 1815, parents in the church inimtation of those who
brought their children to Christ, when he was on earth, and whose
conduct he approved, have brought to the arns of that Savior, with
whomthey trust their own souls, 101 of their children, to seek for
theman interest in the bl ood of sprinkling; and have sol emnly
prom sed to use their best endeavors to train themup for God. The
church is very happily united intheir religious sentinents, and



harnoni ous in all their ecclesiastical proceedi ngs.

Their views of the great truths of the Bible, are what are
general |y terned Cal vi ni sti ck.

The of fi cers acknow edged by the church, for their
I nstructions, regul ati on and governnent, are pastors or mnisters
and deacons. The have now one pastor and two deacons. The latter
are Dea. Ira Sanborn and Dea. David Locke. The church has never
had any witten articles of faith, to which the nenbers have
subscri bed; though it has al ways been under st ood t hat the Canbri dge
Pl at formconpri ses t he substance of their faith and practice, and
bef ore adm ssion to the church, the candi dates are examned with
respect to their doctrinal belief.

~The nost anci ent church covenant which stands on record, and
which remains the sane with little abridgenent, and sone ver bal
alterations is the fol |l ow ng:

“We, whose nanes are hereunto subscri bed, apprehendin?
oursel ves called of God into the church state of the ?osPe , do
first of all confess oursel ves unworthy to be so highly tavored of
the Lord, and admre that free and rich grace of his, which
triunphs over so great unworthi ness; and then with an hunbl e
reliance on the alds of grace therein promsed for those that, in a
sense of their inability to do any good thing, do hunbly wait on
hi mfor all; we nowthankfully lay hold on his covenant; and wil |
choose the things that please him
W decl are our serious belief of the Christian religion, as
contained in the sacred Scriptures; and, wi th such a vi ewt hereof,
as the confession of faith in our churches has exhibited, heartily
resolving to conformour lives unto the rules of that holy religion
as long as we live in the world, we give up ourselves unto the Lord
Jehovah, who is the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit; and
avouch himthis day to be our God, our Father, our Saviour, and our
Leader, and receive himas our portion forever. W give up
oursel ves unto the bl essed Jesus, who is the Lord Jehovah, and
adhere to himas the head of his people, in the covenant of grace;
and rely on himas our Priest and our prophet, and our King, to
bring us to eternal bl essedness. W acknowl edge our everl asting
and i ndi spensabl e obligations to glorify our God in all the duties
of a godly, and sober, and righteous life; and very particularly in
the duties of a church state, as a body of peopl e associ ated for
obedi ence to himin all the ordi nances of the ?ospel; and we
t her eupon depend upon hi s graci ous assi stance tor our faithful
di scharge of the duties thus i ncunbent on us. W desire and i ntend
(wi th dependence on his prom sed and powerful grace,) we engage to
wal k toget her as a church of the Lord Jesus Christ inthe faith and
order of the %ospel so far as we shall have the sne reveal ed to us;
consci entiously attendi ng the public worship of God, the sacranents
of his new Testanent; the discipline of his kingdom and all his
holy instructions in communi on with one another; and watching for
t he avoi di ng si nful stunbling bl ocks and contentions, as becones a
peopl e, whomthe Lord has bound up together in the bundle of life.
At the sane tine we do al so present our offspring with us unto the
Lord, purposing with his help, to do our part in the nethod of



religious education, that they may be the Lord’s. And all this we
do, flying to the bl ood of the everlasting covenant of the pardon
of our many errors, and praying that the glorious Lord, who is the
great Shepherd, woul d prepare and strengthen us for every good wor k
todo hiswll, working in us that which shall be well pleasing to
him to whombe glory forever and ever. Anen.”

The town is divided into various religious denom nations but,
except the Congregational, | know not that there has ever been any
ot her church or society forned in the town.

APPENDI X

NO. |I. Bl OGRAPHI CAL NOTI CE OF HON. JOHN MCCLARY

The person here referred tois the father of Gen. M chael
Mdary. Inthe early days of the town, he was regarded as one of
t he nost active, useful and virtuous citizens. Wen his father
removed fromLondonderry, inlreland to this country, John was but
six years ol d; and E izabeth Harvey, who afterwards becane his
w fe, and was fromthe sane pl ace, was but three. Though _
unassi sted by the great advantages of education, which many at this
day enj oy; he notw t hstandi ng was honored with a very | arge share
of the public confidence, and that too in the nost trying tines.
Besi des sustai ni ng to nuch accept ance several inportant offices in
the town, he was called by his fellowcitizens, at that period of
danger and sol i ci tude, when the provincial Congress was forned, to
hol d a seat in that inportant body. He al so successively held a
seat in the house of representatives, in the council and senate of
the state. He was also a man of piety. So exenplary was his
Christian wal k, that the church el ected himto the office of
deacon, whi ch he sustai ned with nmuch faithful ness and credit for
many years. He died at the advanced age of 82 years.

NO. Il SUCCESSI ON OF M NI STERS AND DEACONS

Rev. John Tucke, _
Rev. Ebenezer Hasel ti ne
Rev. Jonathan Qurtis, nowin office.

Deacons: CGeorge Wl | ace,

John M ary

Nat han Har den

John Gate

Abr aham Locke

Sanuel Morri

| ra Sanborn and Davi d Locke nowin office.



NO I11. SUCCESSI ONS OF PHYSI CI ANS

St ephen Swett

Cbadi ah W li ans

John S. Gsborn

David L. Mrril, MD. nowin practice in CGoffstown
Sanuel Morril, nowinpractice in Concord

Josi ah Grosby, MD. nowin practice in Epsom

NO.  |V. SUCCESSI ON OF ATTORNEYS

Benj am n Mbody, Esq. _ _ _ _
Jonat han Steele, Esg., nowin practice in Sandw ch
Sanuel Peabody, Esqg., nowin practice in Epsom

NO. V. SUCCESSI ON OF REPRESENTATI VES

John Md ary, Esq., afterwards of the counsel and senate.
Capt. Jas Gay,

Gen. M chael Mcd ary, afterwards of the senate.

Josi ah Sanborn, Esq., afterwards of the senate.

Maj or DAniel Glley

Thomas D. Merrill, Esq.

John Md ary, Esqg. afterwards of the senate

Hanover D ckey, Esq.

Ri chard Tri ppe

NO VI. JUSTI CE OF THE PEACE | N THE ORDER OF THEI R APPO NTMENT

John Mcd aaf

M chael Mcd ary, throughout the state, now in office in Epsom
James H Mcdary _ o

Josi ah Sanborn, al so of the quorumnowin office in Epsom
Sanmuel Morrill, nowin office in Concord

John QA ary

Jonat han Steele, nowin office in Sandw ch

Hanover D ck%y

Sanmuel Peabody, al so of the quorum

Thomas D. Merrill Esqg., nowin office in Epsom
NO. MI. SUCCESSI ON OF TOM CLERKS

Joseph Sinpson Andrew Mcd ary
Paul Chapran M chael Md ary
Joseph Hai nes John Casey

Pennel Chaprman Sol onon Sutton
Janes Berr David Morri |
Sanuel Li bbee Samul e Morri |

Nat han Mar den John Md aryril
Janes G ay M chael Md ary

El i phal et Sanborn



NO MII. Nanes of those bel onging to Epsom who enlisted into
the_rec?ul ar arny inrevolution, with their rank at the tinme of
t hei r di schar ge.

Benjamn Berry, enlisted in Capt. Drew s conpany
John Bi ckford

Sanuel Bi ckford

Janes Bl ake,

Theophi | us Cass, enlisted in Capt. Mrrill’s conpany
Sol onon Chapnan, enlisted in Capt. Morrill’s conpany
*Ensi gn Jonat han Chase

Richard Drow, enlisted in Capt. Morrill’s conpany
*John Dwyer, enlisted on Capt. Morrill’s conmpany
Capt. Janes G ay

*Sanuel (oss

John Jenness

*Sanuel Lear

Moses Locke, enlistedin Capt. Morrill’s conpany
Franci s Locke, died at Chi mmey Poi nt

*0zomLock, killed at Benni ngton

Sanuel Locke, enlisted in Capt. Morrill’s conpany
Maj or Andrew Mcd ary, killed at Bunker H ||

Capt. Mchael Mcd ary

Adj . John Md ary, died of a wound at Al bany
*WlliamMCOillis killed at Bunker H ||

Lt. Andrew McGaf f ey, wounded at Bunker H ||

Neal McGaffey, enlistyed in Capt. Mcd ary’ s conpany
Maj or Amos Morri ||

*John Mason

Jethro Pettengill, enlistedin Capt. Frye’ s conpany
AbrahamPettengill, enlistedin Capt. Mrrill’s conpany,

o _ _ _ di ed at Chi rmey Poi nt
Benjamn Pettengill. enlistedin Capt. Mrrill’s conpany

Peter Ponp, an African, died at Vall ey Forge
*El i phal et Sanbor n

Si non Sanborn, di ed at Chi ey Poi nt Noah
St. dair, wounded at St. Johns John

Wl | ace, killed at Bunker H Il Wynouth

Wal | ace, wounded at Bunker H | |

* Nanes not included onJ. Curtis’'s list but found i n ot her
sources. These men may have served fromother towns and noved to
Eﬁsomfol | owi ng the war, as man¥I fam|ies cane to Epsomsoon after
t he Revol ution. Future research would nmake this |ist nuch nore
conpl et e.



