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Epsom history and lore abounds about 
the death of Andrew McClary at Bunker 
Hill, but as it turns out, he was not the 
only casualty from the town of Epsom at 
the famed battle. The fact that a John 
Wallace from Epsom was killed at Bun-
ker has appeared in early town histories. 
He is mentioned in the 1823 history by 
Rev.Jonathan Curtis, and again by John 
Dolbeer in his sketch of Epsom history. 
New Hampshire State Papers mention 
three John Wallaces at Bunker Hill, two 
of which later appear in pension papers, 
leaving one unknown John Wallace. There 
is no offi cial record of any John Wallace 
having died at the battle, with the excep-
tion of it in the aforementioned histories. 
There is no John Wallace in town records 
before 1776, other than one “John Woles”, 
who in 1750 was chosen assessor in Ep-
som.
In 1776 there were several Wallace fami-
lies in town, as shown by those who signed 
the Association Test, ie. Ebenezer, Wey-
mouth, Nathaniel, George and Abraham. 
There was also, albeit a little earlier, a 
William Wallace family. Of those resid-
ing in Epsom in 1776, Weymouth Wallace 
and Ebenezer Wallace were participants 
in the war, Nathaniel and Abraham both 
had young families. Ebenezer was the son 
of George Wallace, one of the earliest set-
tlers.
From probate and vital records, it was 
known that George and his wife Margaret 
(McClary) had daughters, Martha, Mar-
garet, Hannah, Jane and Elizabeth. Two 
sons were known from the will, Ebenezer 
of Epsom and George of Deerfi eld, broth-
ers who took part in the Revolution. This 
is how the family has been recorded, until 
now.

In December of 2009, a Jeff Hardy signed 
the guest book at EpsomHistory.com, leav-
ing information that he had launched a 
new website, www.georgebwallace.org. On 
the website are many articles and sources 
documenting George Benjamin Wallace, 
born Epsom, son John, son of George 
Wallace of Deerfi eld, son of George and 
Margaret (McClary) Wallace. Among the 
primary sources, is a short autobiography 
by George Benjamin Wallace, which cov-
ered the early years of his life in Epsom, 
an excerpt follows:
“My Great Grand Father George married 
Margret McClary Sister to Andrew Mc-
Clary that was killed on Bunkers hill, and 
Uncle to General Michel McClary who 
served through the war.  My Grand Father 
George and brothers John and Ebeneser 
onely sons of G Grand Father. John killed 
on Bunker hill, where Major Andrew Mc-
Clary his Uncle fell.”
George Benjamin Wallace, from his fi rst 
hand account, gives his grandfather 
George as having two brothers – John and 
Ebenzer; John having been killed at Bun-
ker Hill along with Andrew McClary, sons 
of George and Margaret (McClary) Wal-
lace. Placement of John in the family is 
left to circumstantial evidence.
George Wallace mentions his entire family 
in his will of 1781, and in the case of his 
daughter Jane, who had married James 
Gray and died in 1772, left to her son John 
Gray (who died 1784 before the will was 
proved). With no mention of any spouse 
or other grandchildren, it can be assumed 
John was never married, and if so, had no 
surviving children. The earlier daughters 
of George and Margaret were baptized 
in Rye, the last daughter is mentioned 
in Epsom records, and there is no known 
baptism for any of the sons. Knowing this, 
it seems that John would be, perhaps, 
among the youngest of the children, and is 
placed as likely the last, having been born 
between 1752 and 1756.
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