Epsom Historical Association

NEWSLETTER

Cm‘cé up to L‘ée Past

March 2004

Phil Yeaton on New Rye
Josh Brigham on Eagle Project
New Night: Friday, March 19th

New Time: 7:00

New Place: Town Hall

EPSOM HISTORICAL
ASSOCIATION
OPENS NEW YEAR OF
PROGRAMS

The Epsom Historical Association opensits

new year of programstrying new dates, times

and places in hopes to make its programs
easier for people to attend. The Association
will focusits programs on New Rye and
theatre and will offer itsfirst program of the
year with atalk on New Rye and itsfamilies
with Phil Yeaton as your host. The program
will also include atalk by Josh Brigham and
his Eagle Project and the work donein the
New Rye Cemetery. The evening will also

offer people an opportunity to view the work
done on the old town hall restoration and see
what additional work the Association needsto

do before beginning to use the old office
space.

Help us get the year of to an outstanding start

and attend thisinformative talk by Phil and
Josh. The meeting begins at 7:00 pm and
refreshmentswill be served.

ANNUAL DUESNOTICE
Annual Duesfor the Epsom Historical Associa-
tion are due the month of March. Thereisan
increase in the amount for this year. Future
newsl etterswill be mailed to paid members only.
They can be paid at the upcoming meeting or
mailed to LisaCote, EHA Treasurer, 202 New
Orchard Road, Epsom, NH, 03234.

INDIVIDUAL MEMBER - $5.00
FAMILY MEMBERSHIP- $10.00

TOWN HALL ON STATE
HISTORIC BUILDINGS
REGISTER

As of January 26, 2004, the Epsom Town
Hall has been placed on the N.H. State
Register of Historic Places. Located on the
1st New Hampshire Turnpike, it was built
1850-1851 by Jonathan Knowles at a cost
of $654.00.

The old town hall served asthe
community’s focal point and the seat of
town government from 1850 until about a
decade ago when it became too small to
serve the town in that capicity. It also
served as atemporary police department
and meeting place. Many memorable
events, meetings and receptions where held
withinitswalls. A certificatewill he hung at
are-dedication during the month of May.
Its acceptence as a State historic site
makesthe building possibly eligblefor the
National Historic Register.



CEMETERY COMMITTEE
GETSNEW CHAIRMAN

The Cemetery Committee of the Epsom Historical
Association hasanew chairman - Jay Cote. Jay will
undertake our effortsto clean up many of thesmall
family cemeterieslocated through town. Any mem-
bersinterestedinjoining thecommittee should
contact Jay at JayCote@prodigy.net or calling 736-
4439.

WORK DAYS AT
EPSOM TOWN HALL

The Epsom Historical Associationwill bepreparing
theold office areaof thetown hall for occupancy
with two major work sessions. Thefirst of thetwo
work dayswill beto cleantheoffice, and that will be
on Saturday, April 20th at 10:00 am. Thefollowing
week, Saturday, April 27th, will beto paint thearea
andfinishtheofficesoit can beset up duringthe
month of May. Theofficeareawill include desks,
computer with online access, and many of the
Associationsfiles. Thetown hal dsowill hold al of
theitemsdonated to the Historical Association. If
you can help on either of these days, please contact
Harvey Harknessat 736-4571.

McClary Sign Update

Through the efforts of Fred Noyes, Ed Nutter, Harriet
Cady, Carleton Rand and the the EHA , plansto have
an historical roadside sign about Andrew McClary
have been submitted for approval to the N.H.
Division of Historical Resources and Department of
Transportation. Theinscription would read:
MAJORANDREW McCLARY
Thehighest ranking American officer tobekilled at the
battleof Bunker Hill. An Epsom resident, aparticipant in
theDecember 1774 raid on Fort William and Mary at
Newcastle. theearliest overt act of the Revolutionary
period. Upon receipt of theimpending attack at Bunker
Hill, McClary left hisplow in thefurrow on hisfarm just
south of hereand lead thelocal patriotstoMedford, Ma.
Appointed M ajor by Col. John Sark, hewasfelled by a
British cannonball asthebattleended. Promptingthe
eulogy “ Hissun went down at noon on theday that
ushered in our nation’sbirth.”

EPSOM HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION
ANNOUNCES MAJOR PROJECT
The Book
A 200 YEAR CHRONOLOGY OF THE
TOWN OF EPSOM

The Epsom Historical Association announcesa3to
5year planto publishthefirst complete history of
thetown of Epsom. Thebook will focusonthefirst
200years, 1727-1927, with short addendums
carrying thehistory even further forward. The
chronology will follow the growth of thetown from
itsincorporation through the devel opement of each
section, from Center Hill, to Epsom Cente,
Gossvilleand New Rye. Thehistory will follow a
chronology of thetown based on whatever materials
areavailablethrough StateArchivesand EHA
archives, including stories, diaries, day books,
photosand other items. The previoushistoriesby
Rev. Curtis, John Dolbeer and John Mark M oses
will beincluded dong with reprintsof any Historical
Association holdingsthat the Epsom Historical
Association has, or hasyet toreceive.

Inthe coming year, the Epsom Historical Association
will apped to the Epsom community for any papers,
photosand itemsof historical interest that can
contributeto thistown history to seethat the most
complete historical record of thetown can be
written. Itisour hopethat no part of available
history beleft out.

Thehistory will probably betwo volumes,
hardbound, with the second volume primarily amore
completegeneaogy of Epsom Early Settlers. If you
have, or know of peoplewith materialsthat can be
used inthisproject, you are asked to contact any
officer of the Epsom Historical Association.
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